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Joshua  Christensen  "12  was  among  those 
who  took  part  Jan.  14,  2009,  in  the  launch 
of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Celebration 
Week  on  the  Fredericksburg  campus.  The 
day's  events  included  civil  rights  tribute 
speeches  at  the  James  Farmer  bust  on 
Campus  Walk;  a  Unity  March;  a  Celebration 
Ceremony  featuring  Dwight  Jones,  mayor 
of  Richmond,  Va.,  former  Virginia  delegate, 
minister,  activist,  and  community  leader, 
at  Dodd  Auditorium;  and  a  sumptuous 
Soul  Food  Dinner  in  Seacobeck  Dining 
Hall.  Activities  continued  throughout  the 
week,  including  the  MLK  Campus-Wide 
Service  Challenge  on  Jan.  17;  an  Interfaith 
Service  on  Jan.  18  sponsored  by  the  Jewish 
Student  Association;  a  "Civil  Rights  and 
Civil  Wrongs"  Oratorical  Contest  on  Jan.  19 
coordinated  by  the  Speaking  Center;  and 
an  Inauguration  Watch  Party  on  Jan.  20  in 
Great  Hall. 
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ON    CAMPUS 


On  Nov.  17,  2008,  after  being  on  the  job  for  slightly 
more  than  four  months,  President  Judy  G.  Hample 
outlined  her  vision  for  the  University  of  Mary 
Washington.  That  vision  includes  a  UMW  consisting  of  three 
colleges  -  arts  and  sciences,  business  administration,  and 
education  -  all  offering  both  graduate  and  undergraduate 
programs,  she  told  the  gathering  of  students,  faculty,  staff, 
and  community  members  in  Dodd  Auditorium. 

She  also  said  it  is  imperative  that  UMW  enhance  its  cultural 
diversity  and  become  more  student-centered. 

"As  the  University  of  Mary  Washington  enters  its  second 
century,  my  vision  and  dream  is  that  this  great  institution  will 
become  a  premier  public  national  university  noted  for  its  strong 
emphasis  on  the  undergraduate  liberal  arts  and  sciences, 
opportunities  for  research  and  study  abroad,  and  leadership 
development."  Also,  she  said,  "UMW  will  increase  its  service  to 
the  Northern  Virginia  region  by  partnering  more  closely  with 
business  and  industry  to  meet  regional  workforce  needs." 

With  her  speech,  she  launched  a  strategic  planning  process 
that  will  aid  UMW  in  "imagining  the  future"  and  implementing 
her  vision.  That  process,  she  said,  must  be  characterized 
by  five  factors:  quality,  inclusiveness,  collaboration  and 
cooperation,  transparency  and  accountability,  and  openness 
and  candor. 

The  latter  involves  "straight  talk,"  Dr.  Hample  said.  And, 
she  added,  that  means  addressing  the  institution's  budget 
limitations.  "While  they  may  constrain  our  ambitions,  they 
shall  not  and  should  not  deter  us  from  achieving  our  goals 
for  UMW,"  she  said.  Even  so,  according  to  the  president,  it's 


no  more  business  as  usual  at  UMW.  "It's  time  for  tougher 
decisions  -  and  yes,  I  know  they  will  be  unpopular,"  Dr. 
Hample  said.  "We  must  preserve  the  things  we  do  well  that  are 
worth  preserving  and  shed  some  things  that  we  might  also  do 
well  but  are  not  as  central  to  our  core  mission." 

According  to  Dr.  Hample,  "When  we  talk  about  our  cultural 
environment,  the  first  and  most  important  aspect  of  that 
environment  is  our  students.  We  want  our  students  to  have 
a  positive  and  memorable  'University  of  Mary  Washington 
experience'.  We  want  students  to  come  to  the  University 
because  they  know  they  will  be  at  the  center  of  what  we  do 
here  -  not  just  in  the  classroom  but  also  across  all  aspects  of 
their  campus  life." 

Regarding  diversity,  she  said,  "it  doesn't  take  long  to 
observe  that  UMW  does  not  reflect  the  demographic  realities 
that  characterize  Virginia  or  the  broader  society  -  whether 

measured  in  our  students,  our 
administrators,  faculty,  or  staff. 
Simply  put,  this  must  change.  It 
must  change  for  three  reasons: 

1)  We  are  denying  our 
majority  students  valuable 
insights  and  experiences 
when  we  don't  give  them  the 
opportunity  to  study,  live, 
and  learn  with  a  population 
reflective  of  our  overall  society. 

2)  Providing  educational 
President  Judy  G.  Hample          opportunities  and  employment 
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opportunities  to  individuals  from  underrepresented 
populations  is  the  right  thing  to  do  and  an  obligation  given  our 
role  as  a  leading  public  university  within  Virginia  and  the  region. 

3)  Large  portions  of  the  UMW  community  have  expressed 
their  desire  that  UMW  be  an  institution  that  embraces  diversity 
and  inclusiveness,  and  they  have  indicated  their  willingness  to 
work  hard  to  make  that  ambition  a  reality." 

In  addition  to  other  challenges,  the  president  identified 
the  following  as  a  priority  for  the  strategic  planning  process: 
"addressing  the  issue  of  our  identity  as  a  'university'.  In 
resolving  this  matter,  as  with  many  others  during  my 
administration,  you  will  find  that  I  will  look  to  how  decisions 
will  affect  students. ..To  that  end,  I  envision  at  least  nine  key 
areas  of  focus:" 

1.  Selectively  expand  the  graduate  offerings  in  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

"Focus  on  programs  for  which  market  demand  can  be 
demonstrated. 

2.  Make  a  structural  change  in  Business  Administration 
and  Education. 

"Departments  of  Business  Administration  and  Education 
exist  as  separate  entities  on  both  the  Fredericksburg 
and  Stafford  campuses,  and  both  campuses  teach  both 
undergraduate  and  graduate  students.  I  propose  that  serious 
consideration  be  given  to  the  formation  of  two  separate 
colleges  -  a  College  of  Business  Administration  and  a  College 
of  Education.  In  each  case,  the  faculties  on  the  two  campuses 
would  be  merged  into  a  single  administrative  unit,  with  a  dean 
of  business  and  a  dean  of  education  each  hired  through  a 
nationally  conducted  search. 

3.  Governance 

"In  my  judgment,  a  single  [faculty]  governing  body  would 
more  effectively  represent  the  views  of  the  faculty  and  make 
the  representation  less  about  the  'campuses'  where  faculty 
may  have  offices. 

"The  Fredericksburg  and  Stafford  campuses  are  partners 
in  educating  UMW  students  -  whether  they  are  traditional 
age  or  adult,  full  or  part  time,  in-state  or  international.  We  are 
one  University  with  multiple  sites  for  offering  educational 
opportunities. 

4.  Teaching,  research,  scholarship,  creative  activities,  and 
service 

"UMW  has  its  roots  in  excellence  in  teaching...the 
University  must  continue  to  nurture  the  value  of  superior 
teaching.  It  is  time,  however,  to  celebrate  the  many  fine  faculty 
scholars  and  creative  artists  we  have  on  our  campus  and  pay 
tribute  to  the  added  value  their  works  bring  to  the  classroom, 
our  campus  environment,  and  the  reputation  of  our  University. 
For  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences,  undergraduate  research  is 
inextricably  linked  to  excellent  teaching  and  research,  and 
graduate  degree  program  offerings  necessitate  active  faculty 
involvement  in  scholarship  and  creative  activities. 


5.  Revisions  to  the  undergraduate  curriculum 

"I  urge  all  departments  to  focus  on  streamlining  and 
clarifying  each  of  your  major  programs,  combining  courses 
wherever  feasible  to  ensure  more  frequent  offerings  for 
students,  and  to  identify  specific  measurable  learning 
outcomes. 

6.  International  education 

"In  order  for  UMW  to  prepare  its  graduates  to  live  and 
work  in  our  global  society,  our  students  need  exposure  to 
a  curriculum  that  is  truly  internationalized.  I  believe  that 
students  studying  business,  education,  the  arts,  and  other 
areas  should  all  have  extensive  exposure  to  international 
education.  I  strongly  recommend  the  creation  of  an  Institute 
for  International  Education  (HE),  which  could  serve  as  a  'home' 
for  visiting  professors  in  a  wide  range  of  disciplines  who  could 
contribute  to  our  international  studies  efforts.  In  addition,  the 
HE  should  become  the  'home'  or  central  clearinghouse  for  all 
study  abroad  programs...!  anticipate  a  time  when  every  liberal 
arts  and  sciences  major  will  have  at  least  one  semester  of 
study  abroad  as  part  of  his  or  her  undergraduate  experience. 

7.  Interdisciplinary  studies 

"In  talking  with  faculty  colleagues,  it  is  clear  there  is 
enthusiastic  support  in  many  quarters  for  interdisciplinary 
studies,  and  in  areas  such  as  Historic  Preservation,  Museum 
Studies,  and  Environmental  Sciences,  considerable  progress 
seems  to  have  been  made... I  encourage  the  formation  of  a 
Center  for  Interdisciplinary  Studies  to  serve  as  a  'home'  for 
academic  programs  that  do  not  easily  or  logically  fit  into 
a  single  academic  unit  nor  justify  the  staffing  levels  of  an 
academic  department. 

8.  Technology 

"While  ensuring  that  the  University's  investments  in 
technology  effectively  support  traditional  classrooms  and 
instructional  methods,  UMW  should  pursue  technologies 
that  are  transformative  and  enhancing  of  student  learning 

-  particularly  those  that  support  experiential  learning, 
collaboration  among  students  and  between  students  and 
faculty,  and  that  increase  the  scope  and  quantity  of  digital 
content  available  to  students  and  faculty. 

9.  The  library 

"The  library  must  be  at  the  core  of  our  learning 
environments,  providing  resources,  applications,  database, 
and  other  tools  that  support  learning. ..the  library  must  be  a 
place  where  students  connect  to  the  resources  they  need  24/7 

-  from  their  rooms,  from  their  laptops  in  the  classroom,  on 
Campus  Walk,  or  by  coming  into  a  library  building  when  they 
need  a  physical  place  to  explore,  research,  think,  read,  study, 
and  interact  with  their  teachers  and  other  students. 

"The  library  must  sustain  both  physical  and  web-based 
environments  that  are  fully  accessible  and  offer  convenient 
access  to  students,  faculty,  and  staff." 
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Dr.  Hample  concluded  her  remarks 
by  addressing  University  leadership. 
In  addition  to  conducting  searches  for 
a  new  provost  and  three  new  deans, 
she  said  she  envisions  UMW  also  hiring 
two  new  vice  presidents:  one  for 
advancement  and  University  relations 
and  the  other  for  diversity  and  inclusion. 


"I  am  excited  to  be  the  leader  of 
the  University  of  Mary  Washington," 
Dr.  Hample  said,  "and  I  look  forward 
to  engaging  with  you  in  this  strategic 
planning  process  as  we  work  together 
to  raise  Mary  Washington  to  the  next 
level  of  excellence."  fl 


Reacting  to 
The  Vision 

In  outlining  her  vision  for  the  University,  Dr.  Hample  described  UMW's 
strategic  planning  as  a  consensus-building  process  intended  to  be  a 
combination  of  "from-the-ground-up"  ideas  and  reactions  to  her  ideas. 

On  December  17,2008,  Dr.  Hample  announced  the  formation  of  a  strategic 
planning  Steering  Committee,  which  has  been  meeting  since  January. 

Chaired  by  Acting  Provost  and  Professor  of  Philosophy  Nina  Mikhalevsky, 
the  20-member  committee  is  made  up  of  faculty,  staff,  a  student,  and 
an  alumna.  Dr.  Hample  has  asked  that  the  committee  complete  its  first 
draft  of  a  strategic  plan  by  May  30.  In  July,  members  of  the  committee 
will  engage  in  a  retreat  with  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  review  and  discuss 
the  plan.  The  UMW  community  will  consider  the  final  version  of  the 
plan  in  early  fall,  and  the  committee  will  present  the  University  strategic 
plan  to  the  UMW  Board  of  Visitors  for  its  approval  in  November. 

The  Steering  Committee  is  committed  to  making  this  process  fully  inclusive 
and  providing  opportunities  for  all  constituencies  of  the  University  -  faculty, 
staff,  students,  alumni,  and  friends  of  UMW  -  to  express  their  ideas,  to  engage 
in  the  process,  and  to  respond  to  the  plan  as  it  develops.  The  strategic  planning 
website  (strategicplanning.umwblogs.org)  will  be  continually  updated  with 
information  about  the  University  strategic  planning  process,  including  all 
committee  memberships,  meeting  schedules,  and  discussion  topics. 

The  Steering  Committee  is  interested  in  hearing  from  as  many  constituencies 
and  members  of  the  UMW  community  as  possible.  To  offer  a  comment  or  to 
ask  a  question,  you  may  use  one  of  the  several  options  on  the  website,  or  send 
an  email  directly  to  the  Steering  Committee  at  StrategicPlanning@umw.edu. 
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Save  the  Date 

President  Judy  G.  Hample  will  be 
inaugurated  next  month. 


The  Rector  and  Visitors 

of  the 

University  of  Mary  Washington 

are  pleased  to  announce 

the  Inauguration  of 

Judy  G.  Hample 

as 
President  of 


Thousand  < 
Fredericksburg,  Virginia 


UMW  Ranks  Among  Top  100 

for  Value  in  Princeton  Review 


The  University  of  Mary  Washington 
has  been  named  to  The  Princeton 
Review's  100  "Best  Value  Colleges 
for  2009."  The  rankings  list,  reported 
Jan.  8,  2009,  on  The  Princeton  Review's 
website,  features  50  public  and  50 
private  colleges  and  universities. 

UMW  is  listed  among  the  nation's 
50  "Best  Value  Public  Colleges."  The 
Princeton  Review  bases  its  rankings 
on  surveys  of  administrators  and 
students  at  more  than  650  public  and 
private  colleges  and  universities. 

The  selection  criteria  covered 
more  than  30  factors  in  the  areas  of 
academics,  costs,  and  financial  aid. 
The  Princeton  Review  is  a  New  York 


City-based  education  services 
company  that  annually  publishes 
guidebooks  ranking  colleges 
and  business  and  law  schools. 

In  recent  years,  the  University 
of  Mary  Washington  has  seen  its 
academic  reputation  gain  national 
recognition  through  consistently  high 
rankings  in  several  selective  college 

^~  guidebooks, 

/TilQ  including 

r  Princeton    winger's 

^—^  Review      Personal  Finance, 
U.S.  News  & 
World  Report,  The  Fiske  Guide  to 
Colleges,  and  Barron's  Profiles  of 
American  Colleges  and  Universities. 


Bernard  Chirico  Retires 

after  24  Years  of  Service 


Bernard  M.  Chirico,  UMW  vice 
president  for  student  affairs  and  dean 
of  students,  retired  effective  January 
2009. 

Chirico  came  to  UMW  as  a  part- 
time  consultant  to  the  Counseling 
Center  in  1984.  He  taught  part  time 
in  the  Psychology  Department  until 
he  became  director  of  the  Counseling 
Center  in  1991.  In  1996,  he  was 
appointed  vice  president  for  student 
affairs  and  dean  of  students. 


Cedric  B.  Rucker  '81,  dean  of 
student  life,  was  named  acting  vice 
president  for  student  affairs.  He  will 
fulfill  Chirico's  duties  until  a  national 
search  can  be  completed.  Professor 
Carter  Hudgins  of  the  Department 
of  History  and  American  Studies  will 
serve  as  adviser  to  the  Honor  Council 
for  the  remainder  of  the  academic  year. 

President  Judy  G.  Hample,  in  noting 
Chirico's  contributions  to  UMW,  said, 
"Bernie  has  served  Mary  Washington 
with  distinction  for  many  years,  but  his 
greatest  legacy  will  be  the  positive 
influence  he  has  had  on  the  lives  of  the 
many  UMW  students  he  counseled  and 
advised." 


Bernard  M.  Chirico 
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Centennial  Campaign  Update 

In  2004,  Paul  R.  Judy  surprised  his  wife,  Mary  Ann  Dorsey  Judy  '54,  with  a 
special  50th  wedding  anniversary  gift  -  the  naming  of  a  lounge  in  Ball  Hall  to 
commemorate  the  site  at  which  the  couple  first  met  in  1953.  Then,  in  2008,  Paul 
Judy  completed  a  $1.1  million  gift  to  establish  the  Dorsey  Scholars  Program,  also 
in  his  wife's  honor,  which  provides  scholarships  and  mentoring  to  undergraduates 

of  diverse  backgrounds,  including  gender, 
race,  ethnicity,  culture,  socioeconomic  status, 
disability,  religion,  and  geography. 

Mr.  Judy,  a  Harvard  alumnus,  said 
the  couple  had  discussed  various  gift 
opportunities  to  benefit  society's  less 
fortunate.  "While  improving  tolerance  among 
individuals  with  different  backgrounds," 
he  said,  "we  also  wanted  to  encourage 
teamwork  and  a  sense  of  citizenship  among 
young  people."  Scholarships  seemed 
the  best  way  to  address  all  those  goals. 
According  to  Mr.  Judy,  "The  University  was  a 
quick  selection  because  both  of  us  wanted  to 
honor  Mary  Washington  as  the  place  we  first 
met." 

Mrs.  Judy  added,  "Education  is  something 
we  feel  strongly  about,  and  I  think  it  is 
very  exciting  to  help  deserving  students  who  otherwise  might  not  have  the 
opportunity  to  attend  UMW.  It  is  a  lovely  gift  to  me  from  Paul  -  as  well  as  to  all 
those  who  will  receive  the  scholarships  in  the  future." 

Mary  Page  Williams  Walden  '69  and  her  husband,  Daniel,  have  included 
the  University  in  their  estate  plans  and  now  are  members  of  the  UMW  Heritage 
Society.  In  addition,  they  recently  designated  a  gift  of  $25,000  to  augment  the 
endowed  scholarship  they  established  a  few  years  ago,  and  they  have  pledged 
another  $25,000  payable  over  five  years  to  be  split  annually  between  that 
scholarship  and  the  Fund  for  Mary  Washington. 

Walden,  who  will  celebrate  her  40th  class 
reunion  in  May,  said,  "After  growing  up  in  a 
small  mountain  town  in  southwest  Virginia, 
Mary  Washington  provided  me  with  an 
excellent  cultural  education  and  helped  me 
forge  great  friendships  that  continue  to  this 
day." 

Walden,  who  has  cancer,  said  that 
the  diagnosis  "helps  us  prioritize  what  is 
important  and  makes  us  more  aware  of  the 
Mary  Page  Williams  Walden  '69  legacy  we  will  leave  behind."  She  added, 

and  her  husband,  Daniel,  made  "While  we  have  been  fortunate  in  our  lives 

a  Centennial  Campaign  gift  to  ancj  careers,  we  believe  in  passing  on  these 

support  a  scholarship  and  the  u ,  .     (   . 

n     j*     .»       ..,    ■•  blessings  to  future  generations. 

Fund  for  Mary  Washington. 


UNIVERSITY   OF    MARY  WASHINGTON    MAGAZINE    ■   SPRING   200S 


Paul  R.  and  Mary  Ann  Dorsey  Judy 
'54  made  a  Centennial  Campaign 
gift  to  establish  the  Dorsey 
Scholars  Program. 


Giving  Facts 

There  are  many  ways  to  make  your  gift 
or  pledge  to  the  Centennial  Campaign: 

•  Gifts  of  cash,  securities,  and/or 
property 

•  Matching  gifts  from  your  (or  your 
spouse's)  employer 

•  Appreciated  stock 

•  Real  estate  and/or  real  property 

•  Bequests,  insurance  policies, 
annuities,  and  other  life  income 
vehicles 

Special  notes  about  giving  to  the 
Centennial  Campaign: 

•  Gifts  may  be  made  in  honor,  or  in 
memory,  of  any  special  person  you 
wish  to  recognize. 

•  You  may  make  a  pledge  to  the 
Campaign  and  pay  it  off  in  specified 
increments  over  five  years. 

If  you  have  already  included  Mary 
Washington  in  your  estate  plans,  please 
contact  the  University  so  your  gift  can 
be  counted  in  the  campaign  totals. 

Visit 
www.umw.edu/centennialcampaign 

or  call 
888/692-000 

for  more  information. 

Momentum  of  Giving 

Alumni,  parents,  and  friends  continue 
to  invest  in  the  future  of  the  University 
of  Mary  Washington  by  supporting  the 
Centennial  Campaign.  Since  the  public 
launch  of  the  $75  million  campaign 
in  March  2008,  donors  have  pledged 
or  made  gifts  that  bring  the  overall 
campaign  total  to  $75.4  million.  The 
campaign  ends  June  30,  2009,  so 
donations  still  are  welcomed. 


UMW  has  exceeded 
its  campaign  goal. 


UMW  Names 

Internal 

Auditor 


UMW  Has  Strong  Economic 

Impact  in  Area  and  State 


Tera  Kovanes 

In  January,  UMW  hired  a  director 
of  internal  audit  who  brings 
years  of  experience  in  city  and 
state  government.  Tera  Kovanes 
was  internal  audit  manager 
at  the  Virginia  Department  of 
Motor  Vehicles,  plus  a  senior 
internal  auditor  and  information 
technology  expert  there.  For  the 
City  of  Richmond,  she  served  as 
information  technology  audit 
manager.  She  was  a  senior 
internal  auditor  for  the  Virginia 
Lottery,  and  she  served  as  a 
senior  internal  auditor  and  senior 
grants  accountant  for  the  City  of 
Roanoke. 

Kovanes  has  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  accounting  from 
Virginia  Tech,  and  she  is  a 
certified  public  accountant, 
certified  internal  auditor,  and 
certified  information  systems 
auditor.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Information  Systems  Audit  and 
Control  Association,  the  Institute 
of  Internal  Auditors,  and  the 
Association  of  Certified  Fraud 
Examiners. 


The  University  of  Mary  Washington 
and  its  employees,  students,  visitors, 
and  retirees  spent  $74.3  million  in  the 
Fredericksburg  area  in  2007,  according 
to  recent  research.  An  economic 
impact  study  commissioned  by  UMW 
showed  that  those  expenditures  added 
$115.2  million  to  the  local  economy, 
supporting  1,014  non-University  jobs 
and  generating  $24.9  million  in  new 
income  to  local  residents. 

The  data,  released  in  November 
2008,  also  showed  that  UMW  and 
people  associated  with  it  spent  $108 
million  within  Virginia,  providing  an 
economic  impact  of  $225.7  million. 
These  expenditures  supported  3,378 
non-University  jobs  and  generated 
$68.2  million  in  new  income  for  workers 
living  in  Virginia. 

"While  we  long  have  known  that  the 
University  of  Mary  Washington  makes 
significant  contributions  to  the  local 
economy,  we  were  pleasantly  surprised 
to  learn  that  even  conservative 
estimates  show  an  economic  impact 
of  $226  million,"  said  President  Judy  G. 
Hample.  "As  a  public  institution,  we  are 
meeting  our  responsibilities  to  serve 
the  Fredericksburg  region  and  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia." 

The  study  analyzed  several 


categories  of  spending  during  2007, 
including  payroll,  procurement  of 
goods  and  services,  and  capital  outlays 
for  new  construction.  The  research  also 
examined  student,  retiree,  and  visitor 
spending  in  the  area. 

In  addition  to  calculating  how  much 
money  the  University  directly  spent,  the 
report  details  the  money's  multiplier 
effect  -  meaning  how  the  businesses 
and  individuals  who  received  the 
money  were  then  able  to  spend  it  in  the 
economy. 

The  study  was  conducted  by 
Stephen  S.  Fuller  and  Lisa  A.  Fowler 
of  George  Mason  University's  Center 
for  Regional  Analysis,  which  conducts 
research  and  analytical  studies  on 
economic,  fiscal,  demographic,  housing, 
social,  and  policy  issues  related  to 
the  current  and  future  growth  of  the 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Washington, 
D.C.,  areas. 

"The  University  of  Mary  Washington 
is  a  major  source  of  economic  activity 
in  the  Fredericksburg  region,"  Fuller 
said.  "These  University  expenditures 
benefited  a  broad  range  of  local  and 
state  businesses,  generated  additional 
non-University  personal  earnings,  and 
supported  jobs  in  all  sectors  of  the 
economy." 
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Eagle  Village  Groundbreaking 

Signals  New  Era  for  UMW 


"One,  two,  three,  shovel!"  With  that 
command  from  Board  of  Visitors  Rector 
Nanalou  West  Sauder  '56,  UMW 
administrators,  project  developers, 
and  members  of  the  UMW  Foundation 
and  Board  of  Visitors  dug  their  gold- 
painted  shovels  into  a  mound  of  dirt, 
formally  launching  Eagle  Village,  one 
of  the  most  innovative  and  ambitious 
projects  ever  undertaken  by  the 
University.  At  that  moment,  members 
of  the  Eagle  Pipe  Band  began  playing, 
adding  a  regal  touch  to  the  event. 

The  groundbreaking,  held  on  Feb. 
20  in  front  of  the  now-closed  Rose's 
discount  department  store,  was  the  first 
step  toward  transformation  of  the  strip 
shopping  center  currently  surrounded 
by  asphalt.  The  project  includes  a 
pedestrian-friendly  residential  and 
retail  mixed-use  complex,  designed 
for  townspeople,  students,  and  faculty 
to  shop,  live,  work,  and  enjoy  leisure 
time.  It  is  the  product  of  "a  tremendous 
amount  of  research  and  planning,"  said 
Jeff  Rountree  '91,  CEO  of  the  University 
of  Mary  Washington  Foundation. 
Rountree  called  the  project  "the 
essence  of  urban  renewal,"  in  which  the 
University  and  the  community  can  work 
together  to  "initiate  positive  change." 

"Our  goal  is  to  improve  and 
enhance  this  lovely  hill,"  said 
Kathleen  Shepherd  Mehfoud  70, 
vice  chair  of  the  Foundation. 


Phase  I  will  include  premium 
apartment-style  student  residences; 
a  parking  deck;  a  pedestrian  bridge 
spanning  U.S.  1  between  the  existing 
Fredericksburg  campus  and  the  new 
development;  and  retail,  restaurant, 
and  "Class-A"  office  space  -  all  in  a 
sustainable  "green"  urban  setting.  It 
will  cover  seven  acres  at  the  northern 
end  of  the  shopping  center.  At  a  cost  of 
$115  million,  Phase  I  has  an  estimated 
completion  date  of  summer  2010. 

Calling  the  groundbreaking  "a  very 
special  celebration,"  UMW  President 
Judy  G.  Hample  said  Eagle  Village 
will  not  only  enhance  the  UMW 
experience  for  students,  but  also  will 
benefit  residents  of  Fredericksburg. 
She  added  that  "neither  town  nor 
gown  can  exist  without  the  other." 

The  two  five-story  apartment 
buildings  will  accommodate  620 
students.  Each  apartment  will  house 
four  students  and  will  feature  two 
large  bedrooms,  two  full  baths,  a 
living  room,  and  a  full  kitchen.  The 
residences  will  be  reserved  for  upper- 
class  students  and  may  be  available 
for  summer  conference  groups.  The 
addition  of  these  residences  will  relieve 
overcrowding  on  campus,  allow  the 
University  to  renovate  its  current 
residence  halls,  and  reduce  demand 
for  student  rental  units  and  parking 
in  local  residential  neighborhoods. 


The  Feb.  20  groundbreaking  formally  launched 
the  transformation  of  the  former  Park  &  Shop 
strip  shopping  center. 

The  village's  221,000-square-foot 
transportation  center  will  feature  540 
automobile  spaces,  some  of  which 
will  be  reserved  for  electric  and  fuel- 
efficient  vehicles,  as  well  as  large  bicycle 
corrals.  It  will  incorporate  retail  and 
office  space  on  the  ground  level. 

The  30,000  square  feet  of  retail 
space  will  be  leased  to  current  tenants 
of  Park  &  Shop  who  wish  to  relocate, 
as  well  as  to  new  tenants.  It  will  also 
include  several  restaurant  spaces  with 
large  outdoor  dining  terraces.  Parking 
will  be  added  around  the  perimeter 
for  store  patrons.  An  additional  36,000 
square  feet  of  "Class  A"  office  space 
will  be  above  the  retail  shops. 

The  pedestrian  bridge  will  be  an 
extension  of  the  University's  Campus 
Walk  that  will  span  214  feet  across 
U.S.  1.  "It  is  our  intention  to  build  a 
monumental  gateway  to  the  city  that 
also  allows  safe  passage  across  Route 
1  for  our  students,  faculty,  staff,  and 
local  neighbors,"  said  Rountree. 

For  additional  photos  and 
information  about  Eagle  Village,  visit 
www.umw.edu/foundation/eaglevillage. 


Artist's  illustration  of  Eagle  Village 
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Foundation 
Purchases 
Twi-Lite 
Motel  as  Part 
of  Project 

The  University  of  Mary  Washington 
Foundation  announced  in 
February  that  it  has  purchased 
the  Twi-Lite  Motel,  located  in 
the  former  Park  &  Shop  center, 
as  part  of  the  institution's  Eagle 
Village  development  project. 

"As  we  move  forward  with  the 
transformation  of  the  Park  &  Shop 
retail  center  to  the  new  Eagle 
Village,  the  UMW  Foundation  is 
pleased  to  announce  this  latest 
acquisition.  Purchasing  the  Twi- 
Lite  Motel  will  assist  in  our  efforts 
to  revitalize  the  Route  1  corridor 
and  provide  an  exciting  setting  for 
our  students  and  members  of  the 
Fredericksburg  community  to  shop, 
work,  and  live,"  said  Jeff  Rountree, 
CEO  of  the  UMW  Foundation. 

The  property,  located  at  1209 
Snowden  St.,  was  purchased  from 
owners  Jyotibhai  M.  Patel  and 
Prafulla  Balvant  Patel.  Because 
it  was  purchased  by  the  private 
UMW  Foundation,  no  state  funds 
were  used  in  the  acquisition. 

According  to  Rountree,  the 
Foundation  currently  is  weighing 
its  immediate  options  for  what 
to  do  with  the  old  building, 
which  eventually  will  be  torn 
down.  Currently,  there  are  no 
occupants  in  the  motel. 


Gallery  Scores  a  TKO 

with  Warhol  Book  Exhibition 


Ten  world-class  athletes  painted  by 
famed  artist  Andy  Warhol  were  the 
subject  of  an  exhibition  in  February 
2009  at  UMW's  Ridderhof  Martin 
Gallery.  "Andy  Warhol's  Athletes: 
Portraits  from  the  Richard  Weisman 
Collection"  ran  for  two  weeks. 

An  opening  reception  and  book 
signing  of  Picasso  to  Pop:  The  Richard 
Weisman  Collection  by  Richard 
Weisman,  an  art  aficionado  and 
philanthropist,  were  held  prior  to  the 
exhibit.  Weisman's  book  showcases  the 
Warhol  works. 

Weisman,  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  was 
a  friend  and  admirer  of  American 
pop  artist  Andy  Warhol.  In  1977,  he 
commissioned  Warhol  to  paint  a  series 
of  10  iconic  athletes.  They  included 
boxing  superstar  Muhammad  Ali,  golf 
legend  Jack  Nicklaus,  tennis  star  Chris 
Evert,  major  league  baseball  pitcher 
Tom  Seaver,  basketball  great  Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar,  Brazilian  soccer  star 
Pele,  former  football  star  O.J.  Simpson, 
Olympic  gold  medal  ice  skater 
Dorothy  Hamill,  jockey  legend  Willie 
Shoemaker,  and  ice  hockey  standout 
Rod  Gilbert. 


(Top)  Warhol  painting  of  Muhammad  Ali 

was  featured  in  "Andy  Warhol's  Athletes: 

Portraits  from  the  Richard  Weisman 

Collection"  at  the  Ridderhof  Martin 

Gallery. 

(Middle)  Warhol  painting  of  Chris  Evert 

(Bottom)  Warhol  painting  of 
art  collector  Richard  Weisman 
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Executive  in 


Shawn  Boyer,  president  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  SnagAJob.com, 
was  featured  as  Executive  in  Residence 
for  the  fall  semester.  This  is  the  first 
time  the  annual  UMW  event  offered  a 
free  public  "webinar,"  co-sponsored  by 
the  Fredericksburg  Regional  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  the  Rappahannock 
Region  Small  Business  Development 
Center. 


features 
SnagAJob.com  Founder 


Shawn  Boyer,  Executive  in  Residence,  is 
head  of  the  nation's  largest  hourly  job  site. 


Boyer  was  named  the  2008  National 
Small  Business  Person  of  the  Year  by 
the  U.S.  Small  Business  Administration, 
and  also  was  named  2008  Virginia 
Small  Business  Person  of  the  Year.  He 
was  recognized  at  the  White  House  by 
former  President  George  W.  Bush  for 
helping  unemployed  Americans  find 
work. 

Boyer  has  directed  SnagAJob. 
corn's  rapid  growth  from  start-up  to 
the  nation's  largest  hourly  job  site.  His 
insights  have  appeared  on  CNN  and 
NBC  and  in  The  Wall  Street  Journal,  USA 
Today,  and  the  Associated  Press. 

Prior  to  founding  SnagAJob.com 
in  1999,  Boyer  was  a  transactional 
attorney.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
College  of  William  and  Mary  and  the 
Washington  and  Lee  School  of  Law, 
and  he  received  his  LL.M.  degree  in 
taxation  from  Georgetown  University 
Law  Center. 

For  the  spring  semester,  the 
Executive  in  Residence  program  will 
feature  Arrington  Hearn  Mixon,  senior 
vice  president  with  Bank  of  America. 
She  will  speak  about  "Risks  and 
Opportunities  in  the  Current  Economic 
Environment"  on  March  31. 

Mixon  is  an  enterprise  credit  risk 
executive.  In  her  role,  she  manages 
a  number  of  teams,  including  credit 
review,  enterprise  credit  analysis 
and  reporting,  and  consumer  and 
commercial  analytics. 

Mixon  was  formerly  head  of 
global  portfolio  strategies  for  Bank 
of  America,  and  was  responsible 
for  techniques  to  actively  hedge 
the  bank's  credit  exposure  and 
concentration  risk. 

Mixon  was  named  head  of 
syndicated  debt  capital  markets  and 
co-head  of  leveraged  finance  in  2000. 


The  next  year,  she  assumed  oversight 
of  syndicated  finance. 

In  2002,  Mixon  relocated  to  London 
to  manage  Bank  of  America's  European 
global  markets  business,  and  the  role 
was  expanded  to  include  Asian  global 
markets  in  2003. 

Mixon  graduated  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
from  the  University  of  Virginia  in 
economics  and  holds  a  degree 
in  finance  from  Northwestern 
University's  Kellogg  Graduate  School 
of  Management. 

She  is  the  daughter  of  Martha 
Kimball  Hearn  Johnson  '58  and 
Charles  "Pete"  Hearn  (deceased), 
president  of  the  former  Dominion 
Bank  in  Fredericksburg  that  endowed 
the  Executive  in  Residence  program  in 
1989. 

Established  in  1989,  UMW's 
Executive  in  Residence  Program 
provides  students  from  all  academic 
disciplines  a  chance  to  interact  with 
well-known  and  established  leaders  in 
the  corporate  world  while  enhancing 
students'  knowledge  of  the  free 
enterprise  system.  The  program 
also  provides  an  opportunity  for  the 
University  to  encourage  involvement 
and  interaction  of  local  business 
leaders. 
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Workshop 
Foments 
Discussion  on 

Biology,  Brewing 

Things  really  came  to  a  head 
last  December  at  UMW's  Jepson 
Science  Center.  That's  when 
brewers  from  around  Virginia 
met  to  compare  notes  on  such 
topics  as  healthy  yeast  culture 
and  testing  for  contaminants. 

The  all-day  workshop,  called 
"Brewing  Without  the  Blindfold," 
was  held  between  semester 
breaks  in  a  laboratory  at  Jepson 
and  included  22  participants, 
including  some  home 
brewers.  The  group  examined 
microbiological  methods  in 
brewing,  said  Werner  Wieland, 
chairman  of  UMW's  biology 
department.  The  workshop 
was  led  by  David  Bryant  of  The 
Brewing  Science  Institute  in 
Colorado. 

Virginia  breweries  were 
represented  by  personnel  from 
Battlefield  Brewing,  Blue  &  Gray 
Brewing,  Legend  Brewing,  Old 
Dominion  Brewing,  Starr  Hill 
Brewery,  St.  George  Brewing,  and 
Williamsburg  AleWerks. 

The  workshop  was  organized 
by  Jeff  Fitzpatrick,  president 
of  Blue  &  Gray  Brewing  Co.  in 
Spotsylvania  County's  Bowman 
Center,  and  included  brewers 
from  Blue  &  Gray. 

Wieland  said  it  was  the  first 
time  that  kind  of  workshop  had 
been  held  at  UMW. 


Student  Foundation 


Aids  Mentoring  Project 


Students  in  an  economics  class  at 
the  University  of  Mary  Washington 
awarded  $10,000  to  the  Rappahannock 
Big  Brothers  Big  Sisters  in  December. 
The  nonprofit  group  will  use  the  grant 
to  initiate  a  Hispanic  Youth  Mentoring 
Project  in  the  Fredericksburg  area. 

"I'm  so  honored  and  elated,"  said 
Lisa  Bales  '80,  executive  director  of 
Rappahannock  Big  Brothers  Big  Sisters. 
"This  award  will  enable  us  to  launch  this 
program  very  soon.  It's  going  to  allow  us 
to  do  something  fresh  and  different  and 
serve  a  population  that  is  really  needy." 

This  is  the  fourth  year  that  students 
in  Economics  of  Philanthropy  and  the 
Nonprofit  Sector,  taught  by  Professor  of 
Economics  Robert  Rycroft,  have  awarded 
such  a  grant.  During  fall  2008,  21 
students  formed  a  foundation,  created 
the  criteria  for  the  award,  solicited 
applications  for  the  grants,  reviewed  27 
applications,  and  selected  the  recipient. 

The  class  formed  The  Mary 
Washington  Charitable  Foundation  and 
chose  from  among  its  members  Tristan 
Diaz  '08  to  serve  as  spokesperson. 

"There  are  few  opportunities  in 
the  classroom  setting  to  apply  the 
theoretical  framework  of  our  studies 
to  the  real  world,"  Diaz  said  at  a 
December  2008  ceremony  announcing 
the  grant  recipient.  "Knowing  that 
our  decisions  will  benefit  not  only 
individuals  but  also  the  community 
as  a  whole  has  brought  the  class  and 


Professor  Rycroft  closer  together." 
The  grant  was  funded  by  Doris 
Buffett's  Sunshine  Lady  Foundation, 
which  provided  this  and  previous 
classes  with  $10,000  to  award  as  each 
saw  fit.  Plans  are  to  renew  the  offering 
of  the  economics  course  at  UMW  each 
fall  with  continued  funding  from  the 
Sunshine  Lady  Foundation.  Buffett 
also  funds  similar  courses  at  Cornell 
University,  the  University  of  Virginia, 
Tufts  University,  Davidson  College, 
and  the  University  of  Montana. 

Past  recipients  in  the 
Fredericksburg  area  include: 

•  National  Housing  Trust/Enterprise 
Preservation  Corporation 

•  Fredericksburg  Counseling 
Services  Inc. 

•  Homes  for  America:  Heritage  Park 
Academic  Achievement  Program 

•  Rebuilding  Together 

•  Rappahannock  Refuge  Inc./Hope 
House 

•  Fredericksburg  Regional  Boys  and 
Girls  Club 

The  Sunshine  Lady  Foundation  is 
a  private  family  foundation  funded  by 
Doris  Buffett,  sister  of  billionaire  Warren 
Buffett.  It  invests  in  organizations  and 
programs  dedicated  to  providing 
opportunities  for  the  advancement 
of  education,  well-being,  and  new 
life  choices  for  disadvantaged 
people,  with  special  empathy  for  the 
working  poor  and  families  in  crisis. 


Students  from  the  economics  class  are  pictured,  along  with  Doris  Buffett  (second  from 
right)  and  the  grant  winners  in  December  2008. 
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UMW  Participates  in  Inauguration 

Debate  in  Nation's  Capital 


On  the  eve  of  the  presidential 
inauguration,  University  of  Mary 
Washington  students  debated 
the  priorities  of  the  new  Obama 
administration,  including  energy  and 
climate  change,  health  care  and  the 
economy,  and  foreign  policy.  UMW 
was  among  six  colleges  that  took  part 


Terrell  Taylor  (at  podium)  and  Kevin  Kallmyer 
UMW  at  the  Inauguration  Debate  Series,  held 
Washington,  D.C. 

in  the  first  Inauguration  Debate  Series 
on  Jan.  19,  2009,  in  Washington,  D.C. 
The  series  also  featured  Michigan  State 
University,  Wake  Forest  University, 
the  University  of  Southern  California, 
Fayetteville  State  University,  and 
Voorhees  College. 

Three  debates,  lasting  75  minutes 
each,  were  held  at  the  National 
Museum  of  Natural  History  on  the  Mall. 

UMW  has  a  long  tradition  of 
excellence  in  intercollegiate  debate, 
consistently  ranking  among  the 
nation's  top  teams  by  the  National 
Debate  Tournament  and  the  American 
Debate  Association. 

UMW,  represented  by  Terrell  Taylor '11, 
from  Dale  City,  Va.,  and  Kevin  Kallmyer  '10, 


from  Olney,  Md.,  debated  USC,  arguing 
health  care  and  the  economy. 

In  a  historical  note,  USC  was  host 
to  Wiley  College  in  a  1935  debate  that 
was  chronicled  in  the  2007  hit  movie, 
The  Great  Debaters  (the  film  substitutes 
Harvard  for  USC).  The  most  famous 
member  of  the  Wiley  team,  civil  rights 
leader  James  L. 
Farmer  Jr.,  concluded 
his  distinguished 
career  as  a  professor 
of  history  at  UMW. 

The  Inauguration 
Debate  Series  was 
sponsored  by  the 
National  Museum 
of  African  American 
History  and  Culture  in 
cooperation  with  the 
White  House  Initiative 
on  Historically 
Black  Colleges  and 
Universities  and  the 
Debate  Consortium, 
with  support  from 
the  Presidential 
Inaugural  Committee. 

The  debates  marked  the  formal 
launch  of  the  consortium,  an  initiative 
to  assist  African  American  colleges  and 
universities  in  developing  high-quality 
debate  on  public-policy  issues. 

Timothy  M.  O'Donnell,  director 
of  debate  and  associate  professor 
of  speech  at  UMW  and  chair  of 
the  National  Debate  Tournament 
Committee,  is  among  the  leaders  of 
the  consortium.  O'Donnell  was  pleased 
with  both  a  weekend  workshop  and 
the  actual  event.  "More  importantly," 
he  said,  "our  students  distinguished 
themselves  and  their  university 
extraordinarily  well." 


represented 
Jan.  19,  2009,  in 


UMW  Once 
Again  Makes 
Peace  Corps' 

List  of  Top 
Producers 

For  the  sixth  year  in  a 
row,  the  Peace  Corps 
has  chosen  the 
University  of  Mary 
Washington  for  its 
annual  list  of  "Top 
Producing  Colleges 
and  Universities."  UMW  ranks 
sixth  among  small  colleges  and 
universities  with  fewer  than  5,000 
undergraduates,  with  20  alumni 
currently  volunteering  for  the  Peace 
Corps.  Since  the  volunteer  program 
began  in  1961,  a  total  of  184  Mary 
Washington  alumni  have  served  the 
27-month  commitment. 

This  year,  UMW  tied  for  sixth 
place  with  Gonzaga  University 
in  Spokane,  Wash.,  and  Oberlin 
College  in  Ohio.  Last  year,  the 
University  also  ranked  sixth  among 
small  colleges. 

The  first  five  small  colleges  and 
universities  named  to  the 
list  include  the  University  of 
Chicago,  with  35  volunteers; 
St.  Olaf  College,  with  26  volunteers; 
and  Middlebury  College,  Smith 
College,  and  the  University  of  Puget 
Sound,  with  21  volunteers  each. 

The  University  of  California- 
Berkeley  holds  the  record  for 
volunteers  since  the  Peace  Corps 
was  established  by  President  John 
F.  Kennedy  in  '61 .  Since  its  founding, 
more  than  190,000  volunteers 
have  helped  promote  a  better 
understanding  between  Americans 
and  the  people  of  the  139  countries 
where  they  have  served.  Volunteers 
must  be  U.S.  citizens  and  at  least  18 
years  of  age. 
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UMW's  James  Farmer  Center  Hosts 
Human  Rights  Film  Festival 


Aiming  to  raise  awareness  about  human 
rights  issues,  UMW's  James  Farmer 
Multicultural  Center  was  the  site  of  a 
human  rights  film  festival  last  fall.  The 
event  was  held 
over  four  nights. 

Launching 
the  films  was 
Critical  Condition, 
a  documentary 
examining  the 
problems  that  sick 
and  uninsured 
Americans  face. 
The  Sari  Soldiers 
recounts  six 
women's  efforts 
to  shape 
Nepal's  future 
and  preserve  civil  liberties  amidst 
war  and  tyranny.  Adobe  Youth  Voices 
produced  a  program  of  short  films 
directed  and  produced  by  young 
people  from  across  the  globe.  The 


Gregory  H.Stanton 


Greatest  Silence:  Rape  in  the  Congo  is 
an  award-winning  film  that  features 
interviews  with  activists,  peacekeepers, 
physicians,  rapists,  and  survivors. 

Each  of  the  films  was  followed 
by  discussions  with  community 
or  campus  groups. 

Providing  a  powerful  and  fitting 
conclusion  to  the  festival  was  keynote 
speaker  Gregory  H.  Stanton,  James 
Farmer  Professor  in  Human  Rights 
at  UMW.  He  is  the  founder  and 
president  of  Genocide  Watch  and 
the  Cambodian  Genocide  Project- 
founder  and  chair  of  the  International 
Campaign  to  End  Genocide;  and 
president  of  the  International 
Association  of  Genocide  Scholars. 

Stanton  previously  served  in  the 
State  Department,  where  he  wrote  the 
United  Nations  resolutions  that  created 
the  International  Criminal  Tribunal  for 
Rwanda,  the  Burundi  Commission  of 
Inquiry,  and  the  Central  African  Arms 


HBO's  award-winning  The  Greatest  Silence: 
Rape  in  the  Congo  was  one  of  the  films 
featured  during  the  festival. 


Flow  Commission.  He  also  drafted 
the  U.N.  Peacekeeping  Operations 
resolution  that  helped  bring  about  the 
end  to  the  Mozambique  civil  war. 


UMW  Dining  Services  Receives  "Green"  Recognition 


Evidence  that  it  is  doing  its  part 
in  the  "green"  movement,  UMW's 
Dining  Services  was  chosen 
as  a  Virginia  Green  Restaurant 
by  the  Virginia  Department  of 
Environmental  Quality.  UMW 
is  one  of  three  colleges  and 
universities  and  49  restaurants  to 
be  recognized. 


To  become  a  Virginia  Green 
Restaurant,  facilities  must  commit 
to  the  criteria  of  recycling,  grease 
recycling,  eliminating  the  use  of 
Styrofoam,  and  conserving  water  and 
energy.  The  DEQ  also  recognized  the 
dining  services  at  the  University  of 
Richmond  and  Washington  and  Lee 
University  in  Lexington. 

In  addition  to  these 
criteria,  UMW  Dining 
Services  has  implemented 
effective  food  inventory 
control  to  minimize  waste, 
serves  organic  foods,  and 
installed  low  flow  restrictors 


UMW  students  Kwaku  N.  Aning 
down  at  Seacobeck  Hall,  which 


on  faucets.  And  in  an  effort  to 
reduce  water  and  food  waste,  the 
dining  facility  also  has  "trayless" 
days,  where  students  do  not  use 
lunch  trays. 

Virginia  Green  is  a  statewide 
program  that  works  to  reduce 
the  environmental  impacts  of  the 
state's  tourism  industry.  The  goal 
of  Virginia  Green  Restaurants  is 
to  significantly  impact  people's 
daily  lives  and  how  they  think 
about  the  environment.  It  is  run 
as  a  partnership  between  DEQ, 
the  Virginia  Tourism  Corporation, 
and  the  Virginia  Hospitality  and 
Tourism  Association. 

'10  and  Matthew  Williard  '10  chow 
is  serviced  by  UMW's  Dining  Services. 
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ON    CAMPUS    1 


Fredericksburg  Forum  Keeps 
Things  Lively,  Newsy 

The  Fredericksburg  Forum  launched  its  2008-2009  season  last  October  with  a 
barrel  of  political  laughs  from  the  Capitol  Steps.  The  comedy  troupe,  made  up 
of  former  congressional  staffers,  kept  the  Dodd  Auditorium  audience  in  stitches 
satirizing  the  very  people  and  places  that  have  employed  them.  The  banter  was 
especially  lively  on  the  eve  of  the  presidential  election. 

The  political  theme  continues  this  spring  with  Forum  speaker  Sam  Donaldson, 
veteran  ABC  News  journalist.  Donaldson  will  talk  about  President  Barack  Obama's 
first  100  days  in  office. 

Since  1996,  the  Fredericksburg  Forum  has  sponsored  two  compelling 
programs  each  year  featuring  nationally  known  speakers.  These  have  included 
journalists  Bob  Woodward,  Steve  and  Cokie  Roberts,  and  Tim  Russert;  historian 
and  author  David  McCullough;  radio  personality  Garrison  Keillor;  and  actor  James 
Earl  Jones. 

To  order  tickets  or  for  more  information,  call  (540)  654-1055. 

Now  in  its  13th  season,  the  Fredericksburg  Forum  continues  to  provide 
opportunities  to  explore  the  political,  social,  cultural,  and  scientific  trends  and 
issues  that  affect  our  community  and  nation. 


Capitol  Steps  kept  the  Fredericksburg 
Forum  audience  in  stitches  last  October. 


Veteran  ABC  newsman  Sam  Donaldson  is 
scheduled  to  speak  at  the  Spring  Forum. 
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Chappell  Lecture  Series 
Continues  to  Explore 
Great  Lives 

Great  Lives:  Biographical  Approaches  to  History,  the  immensely 
popular  Chappell  Lecture  Series,  continues  in  its  sixth  year 
this  spring  with  another  wide  range  of  historical  figures 
for  audiences  to  explore  with  the  help  of  knowledgeable 
speakers  from  on  campus  and  beyond,  The  series  continues 
to  deliver  a  potpourri  of  provocative  movers  and  shakers, 
from  Socrates  to  Hugh  Hefner. 

The  series  is  presented  by  UMW's  Department  of  History 
and  American  Studies  and  is  endowed  by  a  generous 
gift  from  John  Chappell  in  memory  of  his  wife,  Carmen 
Culpeper  Chappell  '59. 

Already  this  season,  audiences  have  explored  Socrates, 
courtesy  of  Christopher  B.  Nelson,  president  of  St.  John's 
College;  Patrick  Henry,  interpreted  by  Richard  Schumann, 
historical  interpreter  for  Colonial  Williamsburg  Foundation; 
John  Marshall,  with  Jean  Edward  Smith,  Marshall  University 
professor  and  author  of  John  Marshall,  Definerofa  Nation; 
and  Daniel  Boone,  with  Robert  Morgan,  Cornell  University 
professor  and  author  of  Boone:  A  Biography. 

And  from  UMW's  own  wealth  of  experts,  the  series  has 
presented  Bulent  Atalay,  physics  professor  and  author  of 
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the  new  book,  Leonardo's  Universe:  The  Renaissance  World 
of  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  speaking  on  Leonardo  da  Vinci;  Dan 
Preston,  editor  of  The  Papers  of  James  Monroe  and  author 
of  James  Monroe:  An  Illustrated  History,  exploring  the  fifth 
president;  Jeffrey  McClurken  '94,  chair  of  the  Department 
of  History  and  American  Studies,  speaking  on  Frederick 
Douglass;  and  James  E.  Goehring,  professor  of  religion,  who 
spoke  on  Mary  Magdalene. 

Still  to  come  this  spring  are  lectures  on  John  James 
Audubon  (March  26);  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  (March  31);  a  special 
inaugural  lecture  on  James  Farmer  (April  2);  Frankenstein 
(April  7);  Harry  Potter  (April  14);  Hugh  Hefner  (April  21);  and 
Ronald  Reagan  (April  23). 

Lectures  are  held  on 
Tuesday  and  Thursday 
evenings  in  Dodd 
Auditorium  and  are  open 
to  the  public  free  of  charge. 
For  a  complete  schedule 
or  for  more  information, 
contact  Special  Events 
Coordinator  Abbie  McGhee 
at  (540)  654-1055  or 
amcghee@umw.edu. 


Richard  Schumann  spoke 
on  the  life  of  Patrick  Henry. 


STUDENT  SCHOLARS 


Adding  Up  to  a  Bright  Future 


<•- 


W*  /Ml, 


William  "Billy"  Ella  '09,  a  double  major 
in  computer  science  and  mathematics,  is 
cutting  quite  a  figure  in  those  two  lofty 
worlds. 

Ella  is  one  of  only  three  students  from 
Virginia  recognized  in  the  Computing 
Research  Association's  Outstanding 
Undergraduate  Award  competition  for 
2009.  He  received  an  honorable  mention 
for  both  an  article  and  a  research  project. 

Announcement  of  the  contest 
winners  appeared  in  the  January  2009 
issue  of  Computing  Research  News  and 
was  posted  on  the  CRA's  website,  www. 
cra.org. 

Ella's  article,  "Detecting 
Steganography  on  a  Large  Scale,"  was 
published  in  the  winter  edition  of  ACM 
Crossroads  magazine.  The  Association 
for  Computing  Machinery  (ACM)  is  one 
of  the  top  professional  organizations  for 


computer  scientists. 

Steganography,  Ella  noted,  "is  the 
science  of  hiding  information  . . .  [it] 
challenges  an  eavesdropper  to  notice 
the  presence  of  a  message."  He  cited 
as  examples  the  use  of  invisible  ink  and 
microdots  in  World  War  II. 

Ella  noted  in  the  article  that  the  use  of 
steganography  for  anti-social  purposes 
can  pose  a  danger.  "Just  as  easily  as 
two  pen  pals  can  share  a  fun  private 
message,  criminals  and  terrorists  also 
have  the  ability  to  secretly  communicate 
using  steganography."  He  added,  "The 
fact  that  any  of  the  billions  of  images 
on  the  Internet  could  potentially  hide  a 
dangerous  message  is  a  large  problem." 

Last  summer,  Ella  participated  in 
Lafayette  College's  Math  Research 
Experience  for  Undergraduates  (REU) 
in  Easton,  Pa.  His  project  was  titled 


Billy  Ella,  computer  science  and  math  major, 
received  honorable  mention  in  the  Computing 
Research  Association's  Outstanding 
Undergraduate  Award  competition. 

"Generalized  Dice:  An  Investigation 
of  Dice  Families."  In  January,  he 
presented  his  research  results  at 
the  Joint  Mathematics  Meetings  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  at  which  some  6,000 
mathematicians  convened. 

Ella's  senior  math  honors  project  is 
"Retracts  in  Category  Theory."  After  he 
graduates  this  spring,  he  plans  to  enter 
a  mathematics  Ph.D.  program  to  pursue 
more  research. 


Vegetation  Study  Was  Best  Dam  Project 


Damon  Lowery  '09  figured  the  biology 
project  he  was  involved  in  regarding  the 
effects  of  dam  removal  on  vegetation 
was  extra-special,  so  he  dubbed  it  "The 
Best  Dam  Project  Ever."  (The  official  title 
is  "Ecological  and  Vegetation  Responses 
Resulting  from  Two  Dam  Removals  in  a 
Tidal  Wetland  System.") 

Lowery,  a  biology  major,  was  part  of 
a  multi-faculty,  multi-student  research 


Damon  Lowery  said  using  GIS  (shown) 
facilitates  understanding  of  changes 
in  vegetation  after  the  removal  of  two 
dams. 


team  that  in  2007  began  monitoring 
environmental  changes  before  and  after 
the  removal  of  two  small  dams  on  a 
small  river  in  New  Kent  County,  Va. 

"This  is  a  good  example  of  how 
our  undergraduate  research  programs 
work  together  with  our  science 
curricula  to  provide  wonderful  training 
and  advancement  opportunities  for 
students,"  said  Alan  Griffith,  associate 
professor  of  biological  sciences  at  UMW. 

Partnering  with  The  Nature 
Conservancy,  the  team  found  that 
many  riparian  species  of  vegetation 
(those  that  are  present  on  the  water's 
edge)  were  invasive  and  were  expected 
to  spread  to  newly  created  areas.  The 
Nature  Conservancy  eventually  will  try 
to  restore  the  vegetation  to  its  natural 
form. 

This  year,  Lowery  began  using 
geographic  information  systems  (GIS) 
in  the  study  to  better  understand  how 
the  presence  of  vegetation  changes 
through  space  and  time  following  the 


removal  of  the  two  dams. 

During  his  research,  Lowery  authored 
a  report  to  The  Nature  Conservancy 
detailing  the  team's  findings.  He  also 
made  presentations  about  the  research 
at  UMW  Research  and  Creativity  Day  and 
at  two  conferences. 

After  working  from  fall  2007  to  spring 
2008  on  his  part  of  the  independent 
research  project,  Lowery  applied  to 
and  was  accepted  in  March  2008  to  the 
Research  Experience  for  Undergraduates 
(REU)  program  at  Sevilleta  Long  Term 
Ecological  Research  Site  in  New  Mexico. 
The  REU  programs  are  funded  by  the 
National  Science  Foundation. 

At  Sevilleta  last  summer,  Lowery 
investigated  the  distribution  of  coyotes 
in  relationship  to  different  habitat  types. 
He  is  continuing  his  research  this  year 
for  Honors  Biology.  After  graduation,  he 
plans  to  attend  graduate  school  to  earn 
a  master  of  science  degree  in  wildlife 
sciences  or  a  similar  field. 
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SPORTS 


Student-Athletes  Score  Big 
Points  in  Community  Service 


Eagle  athletes  donated  more  than  one  ton  of  food 
for  the  Cans  Across  America  campaign  in  the  fall. 
Here,  women's  lacrosse  assistant  coach  Caitlin 
Erickson  helps  load  boxes  of  food  at  the  check-in 
station  in  Seacobeck  Hall. 


In  addition  to  possessing  one  of  the 
most  successful  NCAA  Division  III 
athletic  programs  in  the  nation,  the 
University  of  Mary  Washington  also 
can  be  proud  of  its  athletes'  spirit  of 
reaching  out  to  the  Fredericksburg 
community.  Just  as  they  have  made 
a  name  on  the  national  scene,  the 
400-plus  UMW  student-athletes  have 
become  a  major  presence  off  the  field 
as  well. 

"It  is  very  gratifying  to  see  UMW 
student-athletes  devoting  enormous 
time  and  effort  to  many  less  fortunate 
persons  in  our  community,"  said 
Mary  Washington  athletic  director  Ed 
Hegmann.  "An  increasing  number  of 
local  community  members  frequently 
support  our  teams  as  fans  because 
of  the  players'  involvement  in  many 
community  service  programs." 

Echoing  Hegmann's  comments, 
Dana  Hall,  senior  women's 
administrator  and  an  assistant  athletic 
director  at  UMW,  said  she  is  "very 
proud  of  the  effort  and  time  put  forth 


by  our  student-athletes  who  go  above 
and  beyond  in  the  name  of  service  for 
the  greater  Fredericksburg  area."  Hall 
heads  the  school's  Student-Athlete 
Advisory  Council. 

Last  year,  Mary  Washington 
student-athletes  provided  Christmas 
presents  for  28  families  from  the  Head 
Start  School  in  Fredericksburg.  Over 
the  past  10  years,  Mary  Washington 
student-athletes  and  coaches  have 
donated  toys  for  more  than  200 
families  in  need  during  the  holidays, 
and  they  also  have  hosted  holiday 
parties  at  Goolrick  Gymnasium. 

At  Thanksgiving,  Eagle  players 
donated  nearly  2,500  pounds  of  food 
for  a  national  canned-food  drive, 
Cans  Across  America,  which  benefited 
the  Fredericksburg  Area  Food  Bank 
locally.  The  Eagle  baseball  team  led 
all  donations  with  468.5  pounds 
collected.  (UMW's  total  donation  was 
3,663  pounds  of  food.) 

On  Saturday,  Jan.  17,2009, 
more  than  400  University  of  Mary 


Washington  student-athletes  rolled 
up  their  sleeves  and  donated  their 
time  as  part  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
Service  Day.  The  activities  were  part 
of  a  school-  and  department-wide 
challenge  to  perform  service  in  the 


On  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Service  Day, 
UMW  student-athletes  performed  a  wide 
variety  of  duties  in  the  community.  Here, 
men's  lacrosse  players  make  breakfast  at  a 
local  shelter. 
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Junior  women's  tennis  player  Stacey 
Rickard  reads  to  a  young  girl  during 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Service  Day. 
More  than  400  UMW  student-athletes 
participated  in  the  Jan.  17,  2009,  event. 

community.  Student-athletes  spent  the 
day  performing  a  wide  range  of  tasks 
throughout  the  Fredericksburg  area. 

The  men's  lacrosse  team  was 
rewarded  for  its  efforts  by  winning 
the  school's  first  annual  MLK  Service 
Award.  Members  of  the  team  spent 
the  day  at  the  Micah  Hospitality 
Center,  cleaning  and  performing 
landscaping  at  Heritage  Park,  sprucing 
up  equipment  and  parking  lots  in 
Fredericksburg,  and  helping  out  at  a 
homeless  shelter. 


Senior  KaitieClarkin  (15)  and  junior  Ashley  Reed 
(22),  shown  with  the  parents  of  Erin  Peterson, 
were  instrumental  in  raising  more  than  $500  for 
scholarships  in  their  friend's  name.  Peterson  was  a 
victim  of  the  Virginia  Tech  shootings. 


UMW  student-athletes  also  spent 
time  reading  to  children,  working  in 
soup  kitchens,  and  performing  manual 
labor  in  and  around  the  city. 

In  addition  to  campus-  and 
department-wide  events,  individual 
teams  also  have  adopted  groups  and 
charities  they  have  grown  to  serve 


over  time.  The  men's  and  women's 
basketball  teams  have  collected 
donations  at  games  to  give  more 
than  $1,000  in  each  of  the  past  four 
years  to  the  charity  Locks  of  Love. 
Also,  students  donated  hair  to  the 
organization,  which  provides  wigs  to 
children  with  cancer. 

The  basketball  teams  also  have 
helped  honor  the  memory  of  Erin 
Peterson,  a  former  high  school 
teammate  and  classmate  of  several 
Eagle  players  who  was  killed  in  the 
Virginia  Tech  shootings.  The  teams 
have  raised  more  than  $500  in  each 
of  the  past  two  seasons  toward 
scholarships  given  by  the  Peterson 
family  to  high  school  graduates  from 
Westfield  High  School  in  Centreville, 
Va. 

The  volleyball  and  women's 
basketball  teams  have  helped  raise 
money  and  awareness  for  breast 
cancer,  with  the  volleyball  team 
promoting  a  "Dig  Pink"  program  in 
which  donations  are  made  for  every 
dig  the  Eagles  make  during  the  season. 
UMW  donated  more  than  $1,200  this 
season  alone  for  the  charity. 
Similarly,  women's  basketball 
hosts  a  "Think  Pink"  game 
in  which  funds  are  raised  for 
breast  cancer  research. 

The  softball  and  volleyball 
teams  have  become  friends 
with  those  who  live  at 
Heartfields  Assisted  Living 
Center  in  Fredericksburg,  with 
both  teams  donating  books, 
games,  and  toiletries,  filling 
shoeboxes  for  each  of  the  76 
residents.  The  teams  have  also 
spent  time  with  them,  and,  on 
some  occasions,  the  residents 
can  be  found  in  the  stands  at  the  Eagle 
softball  field. 

The  Eagle  rowing  teams  have  raised 
money  for  several  years  to  benefit  the 
Row  for  Humanity  program,  which 
benefits  Habitat  for  Humanity.  And 
field  hockey  athletes  were  among 
the  14  UMW  students  who  spent 
spring  break  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  with 


The  UMW  women's  basketball  team 
helped  raise  awareness  by  wearing  pink 
warm-up  tops  in  its  Jan.  31,  2009,  game  at 
Hood  College  as  part  of  the  national  Think 
Pink  program. 


Community  Outreach  and  Resources 
(COAR)  to  help  Habitat  rebuild  a  home 
for  an  underprivileged  family. 

With  their  strong  community  spirit 
and  willingness  to  help  others,  Eagle 
teams  have  shown  they  are  winners  at 
more  than  just  sports,  m 


In  addition  to  raising  thousands  of  dollars 
through  the  Locks  of  Love  program,  UMW 
students  and  supporters  have  donated 
hair  that  is  used  to  make  wigs  for  children 
with  cancer.  Here,  men's  basketball  head 
coach  Rod  Wood  takes  a  hair  donation 
from  his  daughter,  Jenna. 
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SPORTS 


UMW  Retires  No 

of  Basketball 

The  University  of  Mary  Washington 
women's  basketball  team  retired 
Liz  Hickey's  No.  44  uniform  last 
November  at  the  home  opener  against 
Washington  and  Lee  University.  The 
jersey  retirement  was  the  first  ever  in 
school  history  in  any  sport. 

Hickey,  a  three-time  Ail-American 
for  the  Eagles,  graduated  in  May  as 
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Liz  Hickey  '08,  No.  44,  led  the  Eagles  to  their 
No.  1  ranking  and  a  third  straight  trip  to  the 


the  NCAA  Division  III  career  leader 
in  blocked  shots,  with  509.  She  led 
the  Eagles  to  four  NCAA  Tournament 
appearances,  including  three  NCAA 
Sweet  16s  and  the  program's  first  Final 
Four  in  2007. 

She  ended  her  career  with  1,370 
points  and  930  rebounds.  UMW 
went  a  cumulative  111-15  her  four 
seasons,  winning  three  Capital  Athletic 
Conference  titles  and  finishing  with  a 
10-4  record  in  the  NCAA  Tournament. 

"Liz  has  had  a  major  impact  on  the 
women's  basketball  program  at  UMW," 
said  head  coach  Deena  Applebury. 
"Having  her  number  retired  is  an  honor 


.  44  Jersey 

Powerhouse  Hickey 

that  is  well  deserved,  given  the  historic 
individual  and  team  success  in  which 
she  was  a  major  factor.  She  lifted  the 
program  to  another  level." 

Hickey  is  from  Virginia  Beach,  Va., 
and  attended  Bishop  Sullivan  High 
School. 

Born  with  a  condition  known  as 
pectus  excavatum,  which  presses  the 
rib  cage  against 
the  organs  of 
the  chest,  Hickey 
played  the  first 
three  years  of 
her  UMW  career 
with  a  steel  bar 
in  her  chest  to 
alleviate  the 
pressure.  The  bar 
was  successfully 
removed  last 
summer  before 
Hickey  led  the 
Eagles  to  their 
first-ever  national 
No.  1  ranking  and 
first-ever  national  a  third  straight 

NCAA  Sweet  16.  trip  to  the  Sweet 

16  with  a  28-3 
record. 
She  went  on  to  win  the  UMW 
Female  Scholar-Athlete  of  the  Year 
Award  for  athletic  and  academic 
success,  and  was  a  nominee  for  the 
2008  Jostens  Trophy  and  the  NCAA 
Woman  of  the  Year  award. 

Hickey  is  currently  a  graduate 
assistant  coach  at  the  University  of 
Rochester  and  is  pursuing  a  master's 
degree. 


Basketball  Stars 

Surpass  Milestone 

University  of  Mary  Washington 
senior  basketball  players  Ashton 
Mitchell  '09  and  Matt  Hale  '09 

each  passed  the  1,000  career 
point  milestone  in  February. 

Mitchell  became  the  16th 
member  of  the  women's 
1,000-point  club  at  UMW  with  a 
field  goal  in  the  opening  minutes 
of  the  Eagles'  73-42  win  over 
St.  Mary's  College  on  Feb.  11. 

Hale,  who  played  his  freshman 
year  at  Slippery  Rock  University, 
scored  his  1,000th  point  for 
Mary  Washington  with  a  free 
throw  in  the  final  seconds  of  the 
Eagles'  86-80  victory  at  Gallaudet 
University  on  Feb.  7.  Hale,  the  16th 
member  of  UMW's  1,000-point 
club,  has  netted  more  than  1,300 
career  points  with  his  totals  for 
his  entire  collegiate  career. 


(Top)  Ashton  Mitchell  '09  became 
the  16th  member  of  the  women's 
1,000-point  club  at  UMW  in  the  Eagles' 
73-42  win  over  St.  Mary's  College  on 
Feb.  11. 

(Bottom)  Matt  Hale  '09  scored  his 
1,000th  Mary  Washington  point  with  a 
free  throw  in  the  Eagles'  86-80  victory 
at  Gallaudet  University  on  Feb.  7. 
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Talent  Comes  Naturally  for 

Highly  Ranked  Men's,  Women's  Tennis  Teams 


Both  the  University  of  Mary  Washington 
men's  and  women's  tennis  teams 
entered  the  spring  season  ranked 
in  the  top  10  nationally  -  little 
surprise,  considering  both  programs' 
consistently  stellar  play  over  the  past 
decade.  The  Eagle  men,  ranked  10th 
in  the  nation,  rely  on  four  regionally 
ranked  players,  including  All-America 
singles  stars  in  seniors  John  James  '09 
and  Randy  Loden  '09.  The  women, 
with  the  leadership  of  All-America 
senior  Becky  Morse-Karzen  '09,  rank 
sixth  nationally.  What  make  this  year's 
teams  special  are  the  famous  bloodlines 
that  run  at  the  top  of  both  lineups. 

James,  a  senior  from  Mount  Kisco, 
N.Y.,  is  the  son  of  John  James,  who 
played  on  the  ATP  professional  tour 
and  was  ranked  in  the  top  80  in  the 
world  in  the  1970s  and  continues  to 
play  competitively.  Morse-Karzen's 
father,  Jerry,  has  teamed  with  her  older 
brother  Brett,  a  former  star  at  Gustavus 
Adolphus  College,  as  well  as  with  Becky 
to  win  numerous  indoor  and  outdoor 
USTA  doubles  championships  in  the 
past  10  years. 

James,  who  is  already  in  the  top  five 
in  school  history  in  singles  wins,  follows 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  highly  successful 
father,  who  played  in  all 
four  Grand  Slam  events, 
competing  against  the  likes 
of  John  McEnroe,  Jimmy 
Connors,  and  Ivan  Lendl. 
The  elder  James  recorded 
victories  during  his  ATP 
career  over  Bjorn  Borg  and 
Hie  Nastasie,  and  more 
recently  has  won  several 
events  at  the  Arthur  Ashe 
National  Tennis  Center  in 
Flushing,  N.Y. 

"I  am  really  proud  of 
what  John's  achieved 
in  his  career  at  Mary 
Washington,"  said  James 


in  a  recent  phone  interview.  "It's  been 

a  great  experience  for  him,  and  I  know 

he's  loved  his  time  there." 

James  has  led  the  Eagle  men 

to  three  NCAA 

Tournament 

appearances,  including 

advancement  to  the 

national  quarterfinals 

a  year  ago.  A  two-year 

invitee  to  the  NCAA 

singles  championships, 

James  has  been  ranked 

in  the  top  10  nationally 

by  the  Intercollegiate 

Tennis  Association  and 

gained  All-America 

status  while  proving 

to  be  tough  in  key 

matches,  as  evidenced 

by  his  4-1  record  in 

NCAA  Tournament  dual 

matches. 

Jerry  Morse-Karzen  is  an  alumnus 

of  the  University  of  Michigan,  where 

he  earned  the  Fielding  Yost  Award  for 

academic  and  athletic  excellence  and 

was  an  All-Big  Ten  selection  during  his 

collegiate  career.  He  then  went  on  to  a 

three-year  professional  career  on  the 

ATP  circuit,  where  he  played  in  all  four 
Grand  Slam  events.  At 
his  peak,  he  ranked  in 
the  top  100  in  the  world 
in  doubles  as  well  as  in 
the  top  300  in  singles. 
The  elder  Morse- 
Karzen,  son  Brett, 
and  Becky  have  been 
ranked  number  one  in 
the  nation  by  the  USTA 
for  several  years  in 
father-son  and  father- 
daughter  doubles, 
claiming  numerous 
championships. 

The  proud  patriarch 


Becky  Morse-Karzen  '09, 

an  All-America  senior  who 

ranks  sixth  nationally,  has 

won  doubles  championships 

with  her  father,  Jerry,  and 

brother  Brett. 


John  James '09  is  the 
son  of  John  James,  a 
top-ranked  player  in 
the  1970s  who  still  plays 
competitively  today. 


has  enjoyed  watching 


his  daughter's  emergence  as  one  of 
the  top  NCAA  Division  III  players  in  the 
nation.  "To  see  where  Becky  started 
in  her  collegiate  career,  and  to  see 

how  far  she's  come  has 
been  a  testament  to  her 
dedication  and  to  that 
of  coach  Patrick  Catullo 
and  the  UMW  program. 
Becky  has  enjoyed  the 
team  atmosphere  at  Mary 
Washington  and  her 
experience  there,"  he  said. 

Becky  Morse- 
Karzen  has  gained 
All-America  status  the 
past  two  seasons  with 
two  different  doubles 
partners,  and  gained 
singles  All-America 
honors  last  spring.  The 
reigning  CAC  Player  of 
the  Year  has  seen  the  Eagles  improve 
steadily  in  her  three  seasons,  as  the 
team  advanced  to  the  NCAA  second 
round  her  freshman  year,  to  the  third 
round  when  she  was  a  sophomore,  and 
to  the  national  quarterfinals  in  2008. 
She  finished  the  2008  season  ranked 
13th  in  the  nation  in  singles. 

On  any  given  spring  afternoon  when 
the  Eagle  men  and  women  concurrently 
host  dual  matches,  proud  parents 
Jerry  Morse-Karzen  and  John  James 
can  be  seen  in  the  stands  cheering 
on  their  successful  protegees.  As  fate 
would  have  it,  James  and  Morse-Karzen 
have  met  before  on  the  court,  playing 
against  each  other  in  tournaments. 
In  one  event  in  the  late  1970s,  they 
even  teamed  together  in  doubles  at 
the  American  Express  Championship, 
advancing  all  the  way  to  the  finals. 
With  the  knowledge  and  genes 
they  have  passed  on  to  their  talented 
children,  both  could  be  watching  in 
May  as  the  Eagles  challenge  for  the 
NCAA  National  Championships. 
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With  UMW  degrees, 
Afghan  women  aspire  to      Jjs 
effect  change  in  their  native  land 


By  Anna  Barron  Billingsley 
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laha  Ahrar  shouldered  a 
heavy  load  as  she  made  her 
way  across  Palmieri  Plaza  and 

up  the  steps  to  Monroe  Hall.  Her  backpack 
bulged  with  textbooks. 

But  the  petite,  pretty  University  of  Mary  Washington 
freshman  carried  something  bigger  still  -  the  hopes  and 
dreams  of  an  entire  nation. 

"I  want  to  be  someone  who  stands  up  for  the  rights  of 
women  in  my  country,"  Ahrar  said.  "I  want  to  bring  positive 
reform." 

Twenty-year-old  Ahrar,  like  her  two  classmates  at  UMW 
from  Afghanistan,  would  never  consider  books  a  burden.  For 
too  many  years,  the  three  young  women  had  no  access  to 
education;  any  books  in  their  possession  had  to  be  buried 
or  hidden,  and  those  that  were  not  had  pages  ripped  from 
them. 

That  Alaha  Ahrar,  Zahra  Noor,  and  Nilab  Sadat  are 
enrolled  in  classes  at  a  U.S.  university  is  testimony 
to  collapse  of  the  Taliban,  cultural  changes  in 
Afghanistan,  families  that  believe  in  the  value 
of  education,  generous  American  benefactors, 
dogged  determination  on  the  part  of  these  young 
Afghan  dreamers,  and  the  passion  of  one  woman 
in  Rhode  Island. 

Ahrar,  Noor,  and  Sadat  are  here  as  part  of  the 
Initiative  to  Educate  Afghan  Women  (IEAW),  a 
grassroots  organization  started  in  January  2002  by  a  lone 
woman  who,  after  the  events  of  Sept.  11,  2001,  was  moved 
to  take  action.  Paula  Nirschel,  formerly  a  community  mental 
health  worker,  was  haunted  by  the  images  of  Afghan 
women  covered  head  to  toe  in  burkas  and  denied  basic 
human  rights. 

Nirschel  started  small,  raising  support  and  bringing 
four  young  women  from  Afghanistan  in  the  fall  of  2002  to 
study  at  Roger  Williams  University  in  Rhode  Island  on  full 
scholarships.  Today,  IEAW  has  46  young  Afghan  women  at 
20  colleges  throughout  the  United  States. 

Nirschel  said  the  program  seeks  out  schools  that  not  only 
are  academically  rigorous,  but  also  are  "warm  and  fuzzy." 


Opposite  page,  from  left  to  right,  Alaha  Ahrar  '12,  Nilab  Sadat  '11, 
and  Zahra  Noor '11. 


University  of  Mary  Washington,  which  is  committed  to 
welcoming  more  foreign  students,  fit  the  bill. 

One  of  the  happiest  moments  of  Noor's  life  came  when 
she  learned  IEAW  had  accepted  her  and  that  she  would 
attend  UMW.  She  found  a  computer,  learned  the  school  was 
near  the  U.S.  capital,  and  saw  its  green  campus  filled  with 
trees  and  columned  buildings. 

"If  you  don't  dream,"  she  said,  "you  can  achieve  nothing 
in  life." 

Few  who  see  Ahrar,  Noor,  and  Sadat  on  campus  eating  at 
the  Eagle's  Nest  with  friends,  wearing  American  jeans,  and 
studying  in  the  library  with  classmates  would  have  any  idea 
how  far  these  three  exceptional  young  women  have  come. 
Afghanistan  is  a  country  in  which  only  a  small  percentage 
of  females  have  the  opportunity  to  attend  school,  and  more 
than  85  percent  of  women  are  illiterate. 

Wracked  by  civil  war  and  then  taken  over  by  the 
Taliban,  an  Islamic  movement  that  ruled  from  1996  to  2005, 
Afghanistan  has  not  been  kind  to  women.  Barred  from 

showing  their  faces  in  public 
and  risking  brutal  beatings, 
Afghan  women  have  been 
forced  to  stay  at  home  with 
little  chance  to  be  heard. 

"Even  if  you  had  talent  or 
promise,  you  were  treated  as 
second  class,"  Noor  said.  "I 
faced  so  many  challenges." 
Fear  reigned  and  poverty  prevailed. 
Against  all  odds,  these  three  students  -  like  a  growing 
number  of  their  peers  -  refused  to  accept  their  fate.  Even 
though  they  come  from  different  tribes  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  and  from  varied  backgrounds,  they  share  similar 
experiences. 

All  three  young  women  fled  with  their  families  to 
neighboring  Pakistan  so  that  they  could  go  to  school.  There, 
they  not  only  developed  their  minds,  but  also  learned 
English.  Command  of  the  language  became  their  ticket  to 
a  hopeful  future. 

The  three  students  ended  up  parlaying  their  academic 
and  language  skills  into  high-level  jobs.  The  first  step  for 
Noor  was  tutoring  a  landlord's  children. 

And  Sadat  -  while  still  living  in  Pakistan  -  met  a  woman 


If  you  don't  dream, 
you  can  achieve 
nothing  in  life. 

-  Zahra  Noor 
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who  asked  it  she  could  serve  as  a  translator.  Sadat  moved 
back  to  Afghanistan  and  began  working  tor  the  United 
Nations  High  Commission  tor  Refugees. 

"1  was  starting  from  zero  when  I  finished  school  in 
Pakistan,"  Sadat  said.  She  felt  an  obligation  to  help  her  family, 
which  had  made  so  many  sacrifices  to  allow  their  children  to 
he  educated.  "Because  of  my  English,  my  salary  was  higher 
than  that  of  my  mom  and  dad." 

One  thing  led  to  another,  and  Sadat  ended  up  becoming 
administrator  of  the  Women's  Garden  in  Afghanistan's 
capital  city,  Kabul.  The  project,  initiated  by  Afghanistan's 
Ministry  of  Women's  Affairs,  provides  a  space  where  Afghan 
women  can  throw  off  their  burkas  and  veils  and  be  themselves. 
Men  are  not  allowed  inside  the  walls  of  the  garden;  only  boys 
younger  than  12  may  enter. 

The  project  garnered  international  attention  -  as  did  its 
director,  who  was  only  19  years  old  at  the  time.  Sadat  was 
invited  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  2005  as  a  participant 
in  the  Global  Summit  for  Women.  Highly  recognized,  she 


Nilab  Sadat  (left)  studies  with  Sofhia  Qamar  "10  and  Ben  Saunders  "10 

knew  what  she  really  wanted:  an  opportunity  to  attend  an 
American  university. 

"Afghanistan  needs  educated  people,"  said  Sadat,  now 
24-  "We  lost  all  of  our  educated  people  during  the  war."  She 
added,  "Having  a  degree  will  mean  a  lot  in  Afghanistan, 
whatever  I  decide  to  do." 

Similarly,  Ahrar  had  a  fairly  prominent  position  with  a 
United  Nations  program  on  disarmament.  For  her,  too,  that 
was  not  enough.  She  also  realized  that  a  university  education 


would  provide  the  key  not  only  to  her  own  future  but  to 
effecting  change  in  her  native  country.  She  had  opportunities 
to  study  in  India  or  Australia,  but  Ahrar  held  out  for  IE  AW. 
"It  I  go  to  the  U.S.  and  return  to  Afghanistan,"  she  said,  "I 
will  be  a  different  Alaha." 

It  took  several  years  and  a  couple  of  rejections,  but  when 
she  received  an  email  from  UMW  saying  she  had  been 
accepted,  Ahrar  said,  "my  heart  stopped." 

She  still  tears  up  easily  thinking  about  what  she  has  been 
given.  "When  I  remember  my  past,  when  I  am  sitting  in  class 
at  Mary  Washington,  it  makes  me  cry." 

The  selection  process  for  IEAW  is  highly  competitive. 
Nirschel  receives  hundreds  of  applications  each  year  and 
tries  to  go  to  Afghanistan  to  interview  prospects.  At  times, 
political  volatility  has  prevented  her  from  going.  On  her  last 
trip,  she  interviewed  90  young  women  for  nine  spots. 

"I'm  really  looking  for  women  who  I  know  will  go  back 
to  Afghanistan,"  she  said.  "These  girls  are  all  about  their 
country." 

The  program  will  fail,  Nirschel  said,  if  the 
Afghan  women  remain  in  the  United  States.  She 
even  requires  that  they  return  to  Afghanistan 
each  summer  during  undergraduate  school  to 
work  toward  the  restoration  of  Afghanistan. 

Returning  for  her  first  summer  was  hard, 
Noor  said.  As  she  and  Sadat  flew  back  into  Kabul 
last  May,  they  had  to  change  from  American 
attire  to  garments  that  would  be  acceptable  in 
their  country.  While  they  may  have  outwardly 
conformed,  she  said,  they  had  changed  internally. 
Their  minds  were  broadened. 

Noor,  who  previously  worked  in  a  Kabul  bank 

and  for  the  U.S.  Embassy,  has  high  hopes.  After 

earning  her  degree  from  UMW,  she  would  like 

to  work  in  the  Afghan  ministry  of  finance.  "I  want  to  do 

something  about  poverty.  It  will  take  time  and  very  much 

effort." 

The  first  woman  from  her  village  to  receive  an  education, 
Noor  said  what  she  loves  most  are  classes  in  economics  and 
international  politics. 

While  she  has  declared  international  affairs  as  her  major, 
Sadat  also  has  taken  a  number  of  business  courses.  Ahrar  plans 
to  major  in  political  science  and  then  go  to  law  school. 
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Professors  have  been  kind  and  understanding,  said  the 
three  young  women,  who  study  hard  and  earn  good  grades. 

The  Afghan  students  had  misconceptions  about 
Americans,  and  most  of  these  notions  have  been  shattered. 
But  they  still  encounter  Americans  who  misunderstand  their 
native  land. 

"Osama  bin  Laden  is  not  from  Afghanistan,"  Sadat  stated,  as 
if  she  has  had  to  repeat  the  statement  many  times.  "We  are  not 
terrorists;  our  country  is  being  used  for  terrorist  activities." 

Hostility  between  countries,  she  added,  is  based  on 
people  not  knowing  each  other.  She  and  the  other  Afghan 


Zahra  Noor  (center)  absorbs  all  that  she  can  during  a  writing  workshop  class 


students  are  trying  to  break  down  barriers.  "We  need  to  live 
together,"  she  said. 

Martin  A.  Wilder,  vice  president  for  enrollment  and 
communications,  said  that  while  UMW  administrators  are 
excited  about  the  "ripple  effects"  of  the  trio's  experience  in 
terms  of  economic  development  for  women  in  Afghanistan, 
there  are  greater,  less  tangible  effects.  "It  enriches  our  campus 
to  have  students  from  a  different  background,"  he  said.  "I 
have  learned  so  much  from  them." 

Besides  knowing  the  three  women  on  a  professional  level, 
Wilder  and  his  family  have  invited  them  to  their  home. 
"These  are  extraordinary  women,"  Wilder  said.  "They  are 
amazingly  bright  and  interesting  people. 

"As  they  go  back  to  their  country  and  talk  about  the 
experiences  they've  had  with  Americans,  it  helps  change  the 
image  Afghans  have  of  us.  These  young  women  can  serve 
as  cultural  ambassadors,"  he  added. 


Wilder  would  like  for  UMW  to  continue  partic  ipating  in 

the  program.  What  it  requires,  he  said,  is  not  only  willingness 
on  the  part  of  the  University,  but  also  outside  financial 
support.  All  the  expenses  for  the  1EAW  participants  are 
covered  in  full. 

Fredericksburg-based  philanthropist  Doris  Buffett  heard 
Nirschel  speak  about  the  program  several  years  ago  in 
Washington,  D.C.  There,  Buffett  learned  that  for  every 
15  girls  1EAW  accepted,  there  were  just  as  many  who  were 
qualified  and  turned  away.  Buffett  told  Nirschel  she  wanted 
to  pay  for  the  others  to  come,  but  on  one  condition:  some 
of  the  Afghan  girls  would  be  educated  at  the 
university  in  her  hometown. 

"These  women  are  phenomenal. .  .they  can't 
be  stopped,"  Buffett  said  in  an  interview.  "They 
have  real,  real  ambition,  and  they  are  loyal, 
fervent,  and  patriotic  about  their  country.  They 
mean  it  when  they  say,  'I'm  going  to  be  the 
president  of  Afghanistan  or  chief  justice.'" 

Buffett,  who  has  provided  sponsorship  and 

friendship  for  Noor  and  Sadat,  took  them  with 

her  on  a  private  jet  to  a  fund-raising  event  in 

Roanoke  last  year.  The  opportunity  presented 

by  IEAW  is  like  a  "fairy  tale"  for  these  girls, 

Buffett  said.  "I  am  thrilled  I  can  have  a  part  in 

their  lives." 

Noor  described  Buffett  as  someone  "who  makes  you  feel 

alive,  who  has  a  lot  of  energy,  patience,  and  ambition  to  do 

good."  Sadat  said,  "She  is  the  most  generous  person  I  have 

ever  met." 

UMW  History  Professor  William  Crawley  and  his  wife, 
Theresa,  have  served  in  the  same  capacity  for  Ahrar.  They 
have  entertained  and  assisted  all  three  girls,  and  they 
provide  financial  support  for  Ahrar,  who  regards  the  couple 
as  her  "spiritual  parents." 

"Terrie  and  I  were  deeply  affected  by  the  depiction  of  the 
plight  of  Afghan  women  in  Khaled  Hosseini's  A  Thousand 
Splendid  Suns"  Bill  Crawley  said.  "Though  the  work  is  a 
novel  and  thus  may  not  be  precisely  true  in  every  respect, 
it  nonetheless  heightened  our  concern  for  the  conditions  of 
women  in  that  country." 

Terrie  Crawley,  a  1977  alumna  and  Fredericksburg  dentist, 
became  acquainted  with  Noor  when  she  provided  professional 
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dental  care  last  war.  "I  was  tremendously  impressed  by  her  and 
especially  by  the  earnestness  of  her  efforts  to  make  the  most 
ot  her  educational  opportunities  at  Mary  Washington." 

Getting  to  know  Ahrar,  whom  she  described  as  "an 
accomplished  and  delightful  young  woman,"  has  been  a  real 
joy,  Terrie  Crawley  said. 

Wilder  said  he  has  been  impressed  by  the  lengths  to 
which  UMW  staff  members  and  students  have  gone  and 
the  kindnesses  they  have  shown  to  help  these  young  women 
acclimate  to  a  new  culture.  Rita  Thompson,  assistant  dean 
of  admissions,  bought  sheets  for  the  girls'  beds  on  the  day 
of  their  arrival.  Sadat's  American  roommate  shared  a  meal 


m 


Alaha  Ahrar  with  her  sponsors,  Terrie  and  Bill  Crawley,  who  she 
considers  her  "spiritual  parents." 

with  her  at  the  end  of  the  Ramadan  fast.  A  retired  staff 
member  loaned  Noor  her  cell  phone.  Mehdi  Aminrazavi, 
UMW  professor  of  philosophy  and  religion,  who  speaks  the 
girls'  native  language,  met  them  at  the  train  station  and 
took  them  to  his  home.  Two  math  professors,  seeing  Ahrar 
sitting  solo  in  a  Trinkle  Hall  classroom  struggling  with  her 
homework,  provided  tutoring  and  a  calculator;  her 
grade  improved  from  a  68  to  98. 

"There  is  so  much  miscommunication  about 
the  U.S.,"  Noor  said.  "People  in  Afghanistan  think 
Americans  have  no  values."  That  is  so  wrong,  she 
added.  "I  found  Americans  very  respectful  and 
kindhearted."  Sadat  said  that  Americans  have  been 
extremely  welcoming.  Ahrar  said  she  has  found 
people  here  to  be  "smiling,  friendly,  loving,  kind, 
and  caring." 


Even  so,  the  transition  has  not  always  been  easy.  Family 
is  paramount  in  Afghanistan;  leaving  home  was  a  bold 
step  on  the  part  of  these  young  women.  They  were  very 
homesick  at  first,  and  other  complications  emerged  early 
on.  Sadat  had  to  be  rushed  to  Mary  Washington  Hospital 
for  an  emergency  appendectomy,  and  Noor  had  to  undergo 
extensive  dental  work. 

They  have  adapted  -  and  even  have  learned  to  like 
American  food.  Sadat's  favorite  is  macaroni  and  cheese, 
Noor  likes  chicken  and  cheese  pizza,  and  Ahrar  is  drawn  to 
the  Seacobeck  panini. 

All  three  students  have  become  swept  up  in  American 
politics  as  well.  They  shared  in  the  excitement  when  Barack 
Obama  visited  UMW  during  the  presidential  campaign.  "I 
love  the  memory  of  that  day,"  Ahrar  said. 

What  have  the  women  found  surprising  about  life  in 
America?  "Everything,"  Noor  said, "  -  electricity,  warm  water, 
the  streets,  the  houses."  And,  "the  big  T  -  individualism.  In 
America,"  Noor  added,  "you  seem  to  be  able  to  do  what  you 
want  as  long  as  you  don't  harm  others." 

The  others  agree.  "Women  here  think  independently," 
Sadat  said.  "That's  courageous." 

Lest  they  long  too  much  for  a  taste  of  their  own  culture, 
all  IEAW  students  get  together  annually  during  their  winter 
breaks.  Last  year,  they  congregated  in  Washington,  D.C.;  this 
year,  they  went  to  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 

"It's  a  joyous  time,"  Nirschel  said  of  the  weeklong 
gatherings.  "We  are  like  a  family.  We  cook  all  Afghan  meals... 
we  emphasize  respect  for  their  culture  and  religion." 

Ahrar  put  it  this  way:  "The  Initiative  is  like  a  chain.  We 
are  from  every  tribe,  every  province,  yet  we  are  all  united  to 
bring  about  change." 

While  conditions  for  women  have  improved  in 


The  Initiative  is  like  a  chain. 
We  are  from  every  tribe,  every 
province,  yet  we  are  all  united 
to  bring  about  change. 


Aloha  Ahrar 
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UMW's  three  Afghan  students  have  found  a  great  deal  of  support 
on  campus.  Especially  helpful  have  been,  left  to  right,  Martin 
Wilder,  Rita  Thompson,  and  Rick  Hurley. 


Afghanistan  since  the  fall  of  the  Taliban,  the  situation  remains 
precarious.  Women  in  public  office  have  been  threatened  or 
killed.  Last  semester,  one  of  the  IEAW  students  posted  an 
online  comment  about  an  American  magazine  article  on 
women  in  Afghanistan.  The  next  post  read:  "I  am  sending  you 
this  email  to  beg  you  to  remove  [the  previous]  report. ..It  can 
kill  her  or  be  very  much  dangerous.  Please  try  to  understand. 
She  is  from  Kabul,  Afghanistan,  the  center  of  Taliban." 

Paula  Nirschel  and  the  IEAW  participants  are  realistic 
yet  hopeful.  Nirschel  has  seen  shy  and  insecure  Afghan  girls 
evolve  into  confident  and  independent  women.  "With  one 
year  of  freedom  and  education,  they  become  like  flowers," 
she  said.  "They  just  blossom." 

Sadat  said,  "Going  back  to  Afghanistan  will  be  a  symbol. 
I'm  not  saying  I  will  go  back  and  immediately  have  impact, 
but  I  do  know  people  would  like  to  see  change."  m 


PUNTINQ 


Paula  Nirschel  has  spoken  out  about  the 
educational  needs  of  Afghan  women  because 
she  believes  "once  women's  voices  are  heard, 
there  will  be  repair  in  that  country." 

Not  only  has  Nirschel  been  interviewed  by 
U.S.  media,  such  as  Katie  Couric,  she  has  met 
with  Afghani  dignitaries,  including  President 
Hamid  Karzai.  She  has  made  presentations 
about  the  IEAW  at  two  of  the  most  prominent 
women's  clubs  in  the  United  States,  The  Colony 
Club  in  New  York  City  and  The  Sulgrave  Club  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

Former  President  George  W.  Bush  invited 
Nirschel  to  be  one  of  eight  women,  including 
five  international  presidential  spouses,  to  attend 
and  participate  in  the  2003  G8  Summit  discussion 
regarding  health  and  education  for  Afghan 
women.  In  2006,  President  and  Mrs.  Bush  also 
honored  Nirschel  as  one  of  an  elite  group  of 
13  individuals  who  had  made  a  difference  in 
Afghanistan  and  Iraq. 

To  learn  more  about  Nirschel  and  the  Initiative  to 
Educate  Afghan  Women,  visit  www.ieaw.org. 


Paula  Nirschel  with  Nilab  Sadat  during  one  of 
Nirschel's  recent  visits  to  UMW.  The  IEAW  participants 
regard  Nirschel  as  their  American  mother. 
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f&uryear&ld  Legale  le&patd  ifiJiHjj/r&zkly' killed  iwpala  lamb,  Kitkwan  4  Kama,  Z&uH-Alrisa. 


The  UMW  President's  Travel  Club  headed  to  South  Africa 
on  Dec.  27, 2008,  for  a  week  and  a  half  of  big-game  gazing. 
During  ranger-led  game  drives  and  bush  walks  in  Thomybush 
Game  Reserve  and  Kirkman's  Kamp  near  Kruger  National 
Park,  the  stout-hearted  travelers  were  treated  to  up-close 
views  of  many  animals,  including  the  "big  five"-  lions, 
leopards,  elephants,  white  rhinos,  and  cape  buffalo. 


The  group  also  participated  in  wine- 
tastings  and  a  festive  New  Year's  dinner 
surrounded  by  the  sights  and  sounds  of 
the  African  bush. 

The  President's  Travel  Club  has  an 
exciting  adventure  to  Egypt  and  Jordan 
planned  for  January/February  2010. 
For  more  information,  visit 
www.umw.edu/gift/travel, 
or  call  888/692-0004. 


■Ab&ve:  -A  heawiL^l  evening  f&  en*&y  "  4und&Wnef4'  aire?  Cm  afjremo&n 

Qme  diive  of  fcltkmari*  Kan\p  in  4&uH  MritQ.  UMlrf  Tie4idenlJ  4 
■Travel  Club  partial panh  en^y  He  view  and  He  j)ell&M/4^ip. 

uejjh  -A  zebra  lAiaHkez  He  rett  ty  He  herd  a  f  He 
Kirk*tan4  Kamp  piivat'e  aame  ire4eive  in  <tmH  -Afjfii-a. 


Von  and  Jo  -detlep  C  Mar  oner ite  4 mitt  behind? 

worth  animate  durma-a  aome  drive  at  Kirkman*  Kamp. 

'Participant*  46 >W  the  0/6  f//£  during- their  UMlrf 

'President'*  Travel  club  Mew  Year*  in  <Zoutt  Africa 

hip,  -z£>d>V /?£>£><? . 


■Abov&  -A  p fide  mfj  Lemale  lion*  and  two  tub*  re*\ 
in  the  rood or  KirkmOn*  Komp. 

Riaht-  -Adult  bu*hbaby  living-  above  the  door  fa 
a  room  atfhomybu*h  Uodae  in  Zouth  -Afrito.  -A 
vivate  reserve,   the  uod#e  property  borders  the 


Kruae, 


•r  Vark  fa  tte  we*t. 


'ProL&**iOnal  photographer  Uyndo  Kithard*On  'if I ' , 
who  *petia(i^e*  in  tOpturina-imOae*  Of  Wildlife, 
faok  tte*e  photo*  and  many  more  during- He  hip. 
Other  participant*  were;  'Pad  -A.  Vre**er  Jr.  and 
M*.  Julie  Baxter,  Vonald  and  Jo*eph'me  MtfPher*on 
■iie*lep  '*?(?,  -MmO  Rowe  Jenkins  '£/,  Robert  and 
Barbara  pi* hop  Mann  'bb,  Charle*  &.  and  Mary 
tA/ynn  MtVoniel,  Kathleen  shepherd  Mehfoud  '7  £» 
-Alexander  and  Uynne  ia! idiom*  /Jeave  'd?l , 
Saden  and  Petty  "4-nOokie   lAlood* 
Muttina-  'ffi ',  Jeanne  T'mtkney  '^d>,  J.  iaI idiom 
and PettyToole,  ui*o  and  Jeff  id.  Kounhee  'fl 
'Paul  and 4-u*anne  Zmitt,  Teter  M.  and  Mar  aver  ire 
<r 'mitt,  4-amuel  and  Mono  -Aden  <Zpilo  '(ei>. 


Jhe*e  endemic  dowers  ore  found 
in  the  Cope  ofj 
Mountain  Motional  Tark  in  the  Cape 
On  of,  4-outt  -Africa. 


New  changes  broaden 
students'  experience 


By  Edie  Gross 
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I  udrey  Dawson  wasn't  entirely 
■  sure  who  James  Farmer  was  when 
•  she  arrived  at  the  University  of 
Mary  Washington  last  fall. 

But  she  was  required  to  enroll  in  a  freshman  seminar, 
and  Professor  Tim  O'Donnell's  class  on  the  civil  rights  giant 
had  an  opening. 

So  in  she  went. 

"That  turned  out  to  he  my  favorite  class,"  said  Dawson, 
who  attended  the  seminar  first  thing  in  the  morning.  "It  just 
got  me  right  into  my  day." 

The  class  is  part  of  UMWs  new  approach  to  general 
education,  that  core  bedrock  of  courses  designed  to  expose 
college  students  to  a  variety  of  disciplines  within  the  arts 
and  sciences. 

For  years,  first-year  students  like  Dawson  were  required 
to  launch  their  college  careers  with  an  English  101  writing 
course. 

That  has  been  replaced  with  the  freshman  seminar, 
which  helps  students  learn  to  write,  conduct  research, 
and  lead  class  discussions  while  introducing  them  to 
a  wide  range  of  creative  topics:  everything  from  the 
life  ot  Mozart  and  the  history  of  toys  to  the  critical 
analysis  of  fairy  tales  and  the  role  of  computer  games 
in  society. 

The  University  has  also  dropped  RE.  in  favor 
of  an  "experiential  learning"  requirement,  which 
is  designed  to  make  sure  students  embrace  some 
sort  of  out-of-classroom  activity  -  an  internship,  an 
independent  research  project,  or  even  a  study  abroad 
program  -  before  graduating. 

Students  need  about  the  same  number  of  credits 
to  graduate  -  120  now  vs.  122  before.  But  the  new  system 
provides  a  lot  more  flexibility  in  terms  of  how  students  earn 
those  credits. 

Previously,  just  61  classes  satisfied  general  education 
requirements  at  UMW.  That  list  has  expanded  to  more  than 
300,  though  they're  not  all  offered  at  once,  said  John  Morello, 
associate  vice  president  for  Academic  Affairs. 

Also,  many  gen  ed  classes  are  advanced  courses  now,  like 
music  composition  and  Roman  satire.  That  means  students 
don't  have  to  load  up  on  introductory  gen  ed  courses  during 


their  freshman  and  sophomore  years,  but  can  instead  wait 
and  take  a  course  in  their  major  later  on. 

"The  idea  is  you  don't  have  to  take  all  your  gen  eds  in  the 
first  two  years,  and  in  fact,  it  may  he  wise  to  wait  tor  some  of 
them.  A  sociology  major  may  get  more  out  of  taking  a  300 
level  course  through  the  department  than  psych  101,"  Morello 
said.  "It  puts  gen  ed  together  as  part  of  the  overall  curriculum 
rather  than  part  of  a  separate  box  you  check  off." 

Professors  from  just  about  every  discipline  helped  rewrite 
UMWs  general  education  program,  which  was  last  updated 
about  15  years  ago.  Across-the-curriculum  requirements 
for  environmental  awareness  and  race/gender  classes  were 
dropped  after  some  argued  that  those  topics  were  already 
covered  in  other  classes. 

The  changes,  which  were  implemented  in  the  fall,  affected 
primarily  the  incoming  freshman  class,  though  about  500 
upperclassmen  opted  to  switch  over  to  the  new  system,  said 
Morello. 


Since  the  University  dropped  the  requirement  for  P.E.,  students  are  on  their 
own  to  fit  in  physical  training.  Here,  two  fitness-minded  ones  work  out  on 
machines  at  the  UMW  Fitness  Center. 


Sophomore  Gracie  Ofslager  was  one  of  those.  She'd 
already  taken  a  freshman  seminar,  and  the  dance  class  she'd 
completed  for  a  RE.  requirement  could  count  as  a  performance 
art  credit  under  the  new  system. 

"The  old  requirements  were  more  rigid,"  said  the  English 
and  classics  major.  "The  new  requirements  are  a  lot  more 
flexible.  There  are  a  lot  more  classes  that  fit  into  them." 

The  History  Department  already  required  an  independent 
project  of  its  seniors.  Adding  an  experiential  learning 
component  for  all  students  is  a  great  improvement  to  general 
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education,  said  department  chair  Jeffrey  McClurken. 

"I  think  whal  it  otters  is  a  chance  to  rake  responsibility 

tor  one's  own  education,"  said  McClurken,  who  also  teaches  a 
freshman  seminar.  "It's  a  moment  tor  them  to  say,  'This  is  what 
interests  me  and  I'm  responsible  tor  producing  this  project.' 
It's  an  opportunity  to  think  critically,  do  deep  research,  and 
to  turn  themselves  into  experts  on  a  topic." 

Kelli  Slunt,  chair  of  the  Chemistry  Department,  served 
on  the  committee  that  developed  the  freshman  seminar 
concept.  A  fan  oi  the  Food  Network,  she  designed  a  kitchen 
chemistry  class  that  introduced  students  to  the  science  behind 
flavor  and  cooking. 

One  minute  they  were  debating  the  wisdom  of  trying  dill 
pickles  marinated  in  Kool-Aid.  The  next,  they  were  making 
liquid  nitrogen  ice  cream.  Several  students  who  seemed  shy 
at  the  start  of  the  semester  were  blogging  and  participating 


in  classroom  discussions  by  the  end  ot  it,  Slunt  said. 

She  said  the  class  gave  her  a  chance  to  try  something  new 
and  her  students  a  chance  to  adjust  to  college  life. 

"In  a  first-year  seminar,  I  mostly  need  to  teach  them  life 
skills  to  help  them  survive  and  do  well  in  college.  But  I 
don't  have  to  worry  if  we  get  off  topic  one  day,  and  students 
want  to  discuss  the  latest  news  or  something  from  the  Food 
Network.  I  get  to  be  creative,"  she  said.  "You  get  to  have  your 
academics  and  eat  it,  too." 

English  Professor  Marie  McAllister  said  students  enjoyed 
her  freshman  seminar  on  travel  writing,  first  offered  three 
years  ago  as  an  elective.  Making  the  course,  capped  at  15 
students,  a  requirement  didn't  seem  to  dim  their  enthusiasm, 
she  said. 

"My  students  loved  the  chance  to  be  in  a  small  group," 
said  McAllister,  whose  students  especially  liked  writing 
about  their  fantasy  vacations.  "For  me,  the  plusses  of  all  of 
them  being  freshmen  is  it's  a  way  to  introduce  them  to  the 
college  experience  in  an  active,  dynamic  way.  It  emphasizes 
a  way  of  thinking  about  education  that's  good  for  the  21st 
century  student." 

Morello  said  the  jury's  still  out  on  whether  the  freshman 
seminar  will  prepare  students  as  well  as  a  basic  writing 
course. 

"It  may  be  the  case  that  down  the  road,  we  discover  a 
number  of  students  working  their  way  through  the  curriculum 
and  we  see  their  writing  skills  are  not  what  they  used  to 
be,"  he  said.  "The  other  side  of  it  may  be  that  we'll  discover 
in  the  upper  level  courses  that  we  have  a  different  level  of 
engagement,  reflection,  and  critical  thinking  as  a  result 
oi  students'  initial  experience  in  college  being  a  seminar 
environment." 

Students  who  attended  seminars  in  the  fall  say  they're 
thrilled  that  UMW  made  them  a  cornerstone  of  its  general 
education  program. 

In  addition  to  learning  a  lot  about  Farmer  -  who  led 
Freedom  Rides  in  the  South  and  later  taught  at  UMW  - 
Dawson  said  she  improved  her  writing  and  speaking  skills 
with  regular  feedback  from  her  seminar  professor  and 
classmates. 

(Above)  Chemistry  professor  Kelli  Slunt  supervises  as  students 
make  ice  cream  using  liquid  nitrogen  in  her  kitchen  chemistry 
class,  which  explores  the  science  of  flavor  and  cooking. 

(Left)  Portia  Rodney  '12  is  bundled  up  for  the  chilly  but 
educational  exercise. 
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"I've  never  been  the  strongest  writer,  but  he  showed  us 
the  Speaking  Center  and  the  Writing  Center,  and  I  go  to  the 
Writing  Center  all  the  time  now,"  Dawson  said.  "I  saw  my 
writing  grades  really  improve.  That  was  such  a  great  class." 

Taryn  Tashner  said  she  loved  taking  McClurken's  class  on 
veterans,  titled  "When  Americans  Came  Marching  Home." 
The  videotape  she  made  of  her  grandfather  talking  about  his 
experiences  in  the  Korean  War  served  as  a  class  project  and, 
later,  as  a  Christmas  present  for  family  members. 

McClurken  told  his  freshmen  that  he  gave  them  the  same 


amount  of  work  he  gave  his  seniors,  said  Tashner,  who  figures 
that  means  she's  more  than  ready  for  the  next  few  years  of 
college.  Even  so,  she  said,  her  classmates  have  been  bemoaning 
the  fact  that  their  "FSEM"  experience  is  over. 

"I've  talked  to  a  bunch  of  people  who  live  in  my  dorm, 
and  they  really  liked  theirs,"  she  said.  "It  was  really  nice  being 
with  just  freshmen.  We  didn't  feel  out  of  place  or  inferior. 
We  just  felt  matched.  Everybody's  going,  'I  wish  I  could  take 
another  FSEM.'  "  i 


SPICING  UP 


EDUCATION 


New  general  education  requirements  at  UMW  took  effect  last  fall.  Students  are  still  required  to  take  four  writing- 
intensive  courses  and  two  speaking-intensive  courses  and  to  be  proficient  in  a  foreign  language.  But  the  changes 
provide  a  variety  of  new  courses  for  students  and  a  chance  for  professors  to  flex  their  creative  muscles.  More  than 
300  courses  now  satisfy  general  education  requirements,  compared  with  61  courses  under  the  old  system. 


OLD   REQUIREMENTS 

Goal    1     English  101 


Goal    2     Two  math-related  courses. 

One  could  be  computer  science, 
music  theory  or  logic,  but  the  other 
had  to  be  math. 

Goal    3     Two  science  courses,  both  with  labs 
Goal    4     One  art  and  one  literature  class 


Goal    5     Two  Western  civilization  classes 


Goal   6    Two 


social  courses 


Two   P.E.    courses 


NEW  REQUIREMENTS 

First-year  seminar 

Topics  range  from  the  history  of  toys  to  kitchen  chemistry. 
Classes  teach  first-year  students  how  to  write,  lead 
discussions,  and  complete  research  at  the  college  level. 

Quantitative   reasoning 

Two  courses,  math  not  required.  Classes  added  to  the 
roster  include  advanced  courses  in  economics,  business 
administration,  physics,  psychology,  and  sociology. 

Natural   science 

One  2-course  sequence,  at  least  one  with  a  lab. 

Arts,    literature,    and 
performance 

One  appreciation  course,  such  as  introduction  to  theater 
or  survey  of  French  literature,  and  one  process  course,  like 
choir  or  journalism  practicum. 

Global  inquiry 

One  course.  Options  range  from  environmental  chemistry 
to  issues  in  human  rights. 

Human  experience  and 
society 

Two  courses  in  2  different  disciplines.  Options  include 
everything  from  the  history  of  theater,  math,  and  science 
to  race  and  place  in  America. 

Experiential   learning 

One  course  or  experience,  including  an  internship,  research 
project  or,  in  some  cases,  a  study  abroad  program. 
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Microfinance  Group  Invests 
in  Honduras 


By  Neva  S.  Trenis 


Economic  development  students  at 
the  University  of  Mary  Washington 
are  using  theory  to  fuel  change  for 

some  of  the  poorest  people  in  Honduras.  In  the  last  year 
alone,  they've  helped  40  families  buy  safe,  ventilated  stoves 
for  indoor  cooking,  and  they  have  awarded  13  small  loans  to 
help  women  start  businesses  to  support  their  families. 

They  haven't  just  sat  in  classrooms  a  continent  away  talking 
about  what  to  do.  Assistant  Professor  of  Economics  Shawn 
Humphrey  has  taken  two  classes  to  the  impoverished  squatter 
village  of  Siete  de  Abril.  In  fall  2007,  he  led  an  independent 
study  of  indoor  air  pollution  and  how  to  curb  it.  Last  fall,  he 


UMW  economics  professor  Shawn  Humphrey  and  his  students 
formed  La  Ceiba,  a  microfinance  institution  that  gives  small 
loans  in  the  village  of  Siete  de  Abril,  Honduras.  La  Ceiba 
celebrated  the  first  round  of  loans  with  its  customers  in 
January  (above).  The  students  are  working  to  raise  $10,000 
this  spring  to  continue  La  Ceiba. 

taught  an  experiential  learning  class  in  microfinance  that  not 
only  awarded  a  first  round  of  $150  loans,  but  established  an 
institution  positioned  to  continue  in  the  community. 

Both  classes  ended  with  winter-break  trips  to  Honduras  to 
implement  the  fruits  of  months  of  study  and  planning.  And 
both  classes  brought  change  to  indigent  people. 

"We've  gone  down  twice  now,  and  both  times  we  have 
delivered,"  Humphrey  said.  "I  think  they  trust  us  for  that." 

Humphrey  and  his  students  partnered  with  the  nonprofit 
aid  group  Students  Helping  Honduras,  begun  in  2005  at 
UMW  by  Shin  Fujiyama  '07  and  his  sister  Cosmo  Fujiyama. 
Since  its  early  days,  Humphrey  and  his  students  have  been 
part  of  SHH,  and  Humphrey  serves  on  its  board. 
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In  numerous  visits  to  Honduras  through  SHH,  the 
Americans  had  built  relationships  with  the  people  of  Siete  de 
Abril,  refugees  still  a  decade  after  Hurricane  Mitch  displaced 
them.  Siete's  75  families  live  in  shelters  of  corrugated  metal, 
plastic,  and  scavenged  wood.  SHH  members  got  to  know 
the  residents,  were  welcomed  in  their  homes,  played  with 
the  children,  and  watched  as  mothers  patted  tortillas  over 
indoor  fires  that  spewed  acrid,  brown  smoke. 

In  2007,  Justin  Simeone  '08,  then  president  of  SHH,  met 
Humphrey  for  coffee  to  talk  about  how  the  group,  Humphrey, 
and  his  students  could  use  the  study  of  economics  to  ease 
everyday  life  in  Honduras.  They  decided  to  begin  by  tackling 
indoor  air  pollution. 

The  World  Health  Organization  already  had  named 
indoor  air  pollution  a  leading  cause  of  illness  among  the 
poor.  Simeone  had  witnessed  it  in  Honduras,  but  there  was 
a  dearth  of  science  about  it  and  how  to  alleviate  it.  So  that 
fall,  Humphrey,  Simeone,  and  six  other  UMW  students 
partnered  with  experts  from  the  University  of  California, 
Berkeley,  the  Honduran  Association  for  Development,  and 
other  institutions  to  find  out  how  best  to  study,  document, 
and  reduce  the  health  hazard. 

Along  with  the  theories  and  research  methods,  the  class 


sought  and  found  affordable  indoor  stoves  that  used  less  w<  x  >d, 
produced  a  smaller  amount  of  indoor  smoke,  and  were  safer 
against  burns  -  especially  for  children.  The  class  sought  and 
received  grants  to  subsidize  the  cost  of  the  stoves  to  families. 

At  the  end  of  the  semester,  Humphrey  and  the  students 
spent  a  week  in  Siete  de  Abril,  where  they  surveyed  residents 
about  their  respiratory  health.  They  scientifically  monitored 
carbon  monoxide  and  particulate  matter  in  the  homes.  And 
they  made  arrangements  for  40  stoves  to  be  installed. 

After  the  subsidies,  "each  family  only  had  to  pay  between 
100  and  200  limpiras,  which  comes  to  around  $5  to  $10," 
Humphrey  said. 

It  was  then  Humphrey  realized  how  difficult  it  would  be  for 
the  families  to  improve  their  economic  status  without  access 
to  banks  and  loans  -  something  the  very  poor  rarely  have. 
The  people  of  Siete  de  Abril  own  no  land  and  have  little  to 
offer  as  collateral  -  few  even  have  official  identification  -  so 
most  banks  will  not  consider  them  as  customers.  On  society's 
lowest  rung,  the  villagers  have  no  history  with  financial 
institutions  and  a  fear  of  how  they  might  be  treated  if  they 
approach  them. 

"There's  no  electricity,  they  pipe  water  from  the  top  of 
the  mountain:  they  are  completely  marginalized  and  outside 


(At  right)  New  stoves  and  stove  pipes  draw  acrid,  brown  cook  smoke  from 
Siete  de  Abril  homes.  (Below,  right)  Technician  Josue  Hernandez  teaches  Katie 
MacEwen  '09  how  the  stoves  work. 

(Bottom)  Women  in  Siete  de  Abril  help  Christine  Exley  '09  (left)  and  Shawn 
Humphrey  (in  hat)  make  tortillas. 
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the  formal  economy,  I  Lumphrey  said 
ol  the  families  in  Siete.  "They  are  ofl 
i  hi'  grid." 

While  in  Honduras,  conversations 
among  the  professor  and  his  students 
turned  to  microrinance,  which  is  the 
concept  of  providing  financial  services 
to  the  poor  through  such  services 
as  microloans.  The  concept  gained 
popularity  in  2006  when  economist 
Muhammad  Yunus  won  the  Nohel 
Peace  Prize  for  developing  and  using 
microrinance  to  help  millions  in  his 
home  country  of  Bangladesh. 

With  the  stove  project  still  in  place, 
the  team  formed  another  plan  to 
meld  economic  theory  and  practice: 
Humphrey  would  work  with  the  students 
to  carefully  extend  microloans  to  select 
members  of  the  community,  and  he 
would  teach  a  class  on  microrinance 
in  the  fall.  Three  veterans  of  the 
stove  project  would  participate  in  the 
microrinance  class  and  return  to  Siete 


and  it  really  opened  my  eyes  up  to 
doing  something  with  my  students  to 
make  a  direct  difference  in  the  lives  o{ 
others,"  Humphrey  said.  "The  passion  I 
have  for  the  challenge  and  the  reason  I 
decided  to  take  it  national  is  because 
if  it  can  change  a  guy  like  me,  it  may 
change  others." 

Humphrey  has  expanded  the  Two 
Dollar  Challenge  into  an  educational 
movement  that  has  spread  to  16 
campuses  and  has  partnered  with  20 
aid  organizations.  Last  April,  UMW's 
Two  Dollar  Challenge  raised  $6,750  in 
pledges.  Humphrey  and  his  students  used 
the  capital  for  La  Ceiba  to  invest  the 
money  in  the  women  of  Honduras. 

Before  hitting  the  ground  in  Siete 
de  Abril  this  January,  the  microrinance 
class  labored  for  nearly  a  year  on  theory 
and  planning. 

During  the  2008  summer  break, 
Rachael  Mason  '10  and  Megan 
Coolidge,  a  William  and  Mary  student 


(Top)  Filters  indicate  the  amount  of 
de  Abril,  not  only  to  monitor  air  quality,      airborne  particles  in  villagers'  homes  before      who  took  Humphrey's  fall  '08  class 

and  after  the  installation  of  more  efficient 


stoves. 


but  also  -  if  all  went  as  planned  -  to 
distribute  small  loans. 

Humphrey  and  the  new  class,  now 
nine  students  strong,  formed  a  nonprofit 
microrinance  institution  and  named  it 
La  Ceiba  after  the  deep-rooted  and  towering  national  tree  of 
Honduras.  To  fund  the  institution,  the  microrinance  students 
participated  in  UMW's  Two  Dollar  Challenge. 

The  annual  event  began  three  years  ago  when  Humphrey 
suggested  to  students  in  his  Principles  of  Macroeconomics 
class  that  they  live  for  a  week  as  nearly  half  of  the  world's 
people  do  -  on  less  than  two  dollars  a  day.  In  2007,  Humphrey 
joined  his  Economic  Development  class  in  the  challenge 
as  they  slept  on  Ball  Circle  under  cardboard  and  relished  a 
find  of  bagels  from  a  nearby  dumpster.  That  difficult  week 
changed  Humphrey's  way  of  teaching  and  prompted  him  to 
partner  with  Students  Helping  Honduras. 

"It  was  my  first  time  taking  the  Two  Dollar  Challenge, 


(Bottom)  A  business  owner  posted  this  sign 
the  same  day  she  received  her  loan.  "We 
sell  tortillas  and  tajados  with  chicken.  Open 
during  the  weekend." 


through  long-distance  learning,  worked 
in  Honduras  as  SHH  interns.  They  laid 
the  groundwork  of  microloans  with  the 
women  of  Siete  de  Abril;  this  would  be 
no  handout.  La  Ceiba  offered  six-month 
loans  at  15  percent  interest.  It  required  a  sound  business 
plan  even  to  apply.  The  borrowers  would  be  responsible  not 
only  to  the  lenders,  but  also  to  others  in  a  small  "solidarity 
group"  whose  members  support  one  another,  work  together 
to  make  the  loans  work,  and  risk  losing  their  loans  if  one 
member  defaults. 

Back  in  the  States,  classmates  spent  the  summer  working, 
too.  La  Ceiba  needed  publicity,  support,  and  grants.  Students 
crafted  surveys  for  the  selection  process  and  surveys  to  determine 
the  effectiveness  of  the  effort.  Others  worked  to  establish 
La  Ceiba  as  an  independent  nonprofit  corporation.  They  needed 
a  Honduran  bank  willing  to  work  with  a  group  of  students  and 
squatters.  They  found  one,  thanks  to  the  reputation  Shin  and 
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Cosmo  Fujiyama  had  built  for  SHH  in  the  area. 

"Their  relationship  is  what  has  allowed  us  to  come  into 
this  community  and  do  great  things,"  Humphrey  said. 

While  in  Siete  de  Ahril  during  winter  break,  the  students 
worked  directly  with  the  local  bank  to  set  up  payment 
schedules,  reviewed  business  plans  with  clients,  trained 
recipients  in  how  the  loans  worked,  lined  up  translators, 
conducted  finance  surveys,  and  did  studies  on  indoor  air 
pollution.  At  night,  they  would  retreat  to  their  three  small 
rooms  and  discuss  ways  to  make  sure  all  the  pieces  and  all 
the  players  -  the  clients,  the  bank,  the  SHH  contacts,  the 
women's  families  -  could  work  together.  The  plans  that 
sounded  rational  in  the  classroom  melted  away  in  the  reality 
of  Siete;  the  students  and  Humphrey  were  glad  they  had 
economic  theory  -  and  each  other  -  to  fall  back  on. 

Hart  Wood  '10,  an  economics  major  from  Great  Falls, 
Va.,  had  instituted  similar  loans  last  summer  on  an  internship 
in  Uganda  with  the  Women's  Microfinance  Initiative  there. 
That  experience  helped  him  take  a  pragmatic  view  of  the 
last-minute  adjustments. 

"You  can  study  this  as  much  as  you  want,  but  when  you 
get  down  there  and  do  it,  you  just  have  to  see  what  works," 
Wood  said.  "We  needed  the  academic  background  first,  but 
there  is  nothing  wrong  with  throwing  out  the  things  that 
don't  help  when  you're  in  it.  We  saw  that  the  plan  had  to 
change,  and  we  did  that.  " 

On  the  fifth  day  in  Honduras,  they  awarded  the  loans, 
and  the  class  hosted  a  ceremony  for  the  recipients.  Officials 
from  the  bank  came  -  an  important  step,  Humphrey  said, 
to  help  the  women  become  comfortable  with  the  idea  of 
interacting  with  the  institution.  There  was  simple  food, 
singing,  and  dancing.  And  Shin  Fujiyama  was  there. 

The  morning  after  the  ceremony,  the  students  were 
surprised  -  and  a  bit  relieved  -  to  see  the  first  fruits  of  their 
labors.  In  Siete,  a  woman  already  had  hung  a  sign  advertising 
her  homemade  tamales.  In  the  center  of  the  nearby  town  of 
El  Progresso,  two  La  Ceiba  clients  were  purchasing  supplies, 
and  a  solidarity  group  was  at  the  bank  eager  to  make  an  early 
first  payment  on  their  six-month  loans. 

"It  was  encouraging  and  really  exciting,"  said  Katie 
MacEwen  '09,  an  economics  major  describing  her  fourth 
trip  to  Honduras.  "They  were  there  already  buying  things 
for  their  businesses!" 


Just  seven  days  after  arriving,  the  group  said  emotional 
goodbyes  and  flew  back  to  Washington,  D.C.,  already  designing 
ways  to  make  La  Ceiba  more  sustainable  for  future  loans  and 
more  successful  for  the  borrowers.  To  do  that,  students  need 
to  raise  $10,000  in  this  year's  Two  Dollar  Challenge. 

"We  are  going  to  push  to  reach  out  to  2,000  individuals 
for  five  dollar  donations  each,"  Humphrey  said. 

Back  in  Monroe  Hall,  the  economics  professor  talked 
about  what  he  "loves"  and  misses  about  the  class.  When 
things  didn't  go  well  in  Honduras,  he  said,  he  didn't  always 
have  the  answer,  but  he  and  the  students  hashed  things  out 
until  they  found  a  solution  together.  He  was  impressed  with 
the  team,  how  they  communicated  in  Spanish  with  the  local 
people,  and  how  that  they  got  the  hard  work  done. 

"They  are  just  so  good,"  Humphrey  said,  m 


on  the  web: 


La  Ceiba 

www.  Laceibamfi.org 

Learn  more  about  the  student-run  microfinance  institute 
and  download  its  most  recent  newsletter.  Don't  miss 
student  blogs  about  their  work. 

Two  Dollar  Challenge 
www.twodollarchallenge.org 

This  year's  challenge  needs  to  raise  $10,000  to  keep 
La  Ceiba  on  track.  Find  out  about  the  educational 
movement  begun  at  UMW  and  how  you  can  help  with  its 
efforts.  TDC  will  sponsor  the  Poverty  Action  Conference, 
which  will  take  place  April  4  at  UMW.  The  student- 
centered  gathering  will  bring  together  those  interested 
in  economic  development  and  reducing  poverty.  It  will 
allow  undergraduates  to  present  their  work  in  the  field, 
teach  one  another,  and  get  feedback  from  the  experts 
who  will  be  there. 

Students  Helping  Honduras 
www.studentshelpinghonduras.org 

Find  out  what  SHH  is  doing,  and  read  more  about  the 
indoor  air  pollution  initiative.  Under  the  projects  link,  click 
on  stove  project. 

UMW  Department  of  Economics 
www.umw.edu/cas/economics 

Read  about  all  the  great  things  UMW  economics  students 
and  professors  are  doing. 
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By  Christine  Neuberger 

lukesh  Srivastava,  educated  in  three  countries  and  fluent 
in  four  languages,  has  felt  at  home  in  more  than  a  few  far-flung 
places.  Now  he  counts  Mary  Washington  among  them. 

Since  joining  the  UMW  faculty  in  2004,  Srivastava  has 
carved  out  a  niche.  An  assistant  professor  of  computer 
information  systems,  he  delights  in  teaching  adult  students 
at  the  College  of  Graduate  and  Professional  Studies.  But  with 
equal  enthusiasm,  he  pursues  many  other  interests  -  scholarly 
and  beyond.  "Work  life  has  its  limitations,"  said  Srivastava,  50. 

But  Srivastava's  background  shows  no  sign  of  limits.  He  has 
earned  degrees  from  American,  British,  and  Indian  universities. 
He  also  has  a  prestigious  Cambridge  fellowship  under  his  belt. 
Indian-born,  he  already  spoke  English,  Hindi,  and  Urdu  when, 
in  1991,  he  met  the  love  of  his  life,  spurring  him  to  master  her 
native  Spanish.  One  of  his  goals  for  2009:  learning  Italian. 

Srivastava's  interests  clearly  know  no  borders.  Concern 
about  global  issues  has  inspired  him  to  form  the  new 
Association  of  Global  Management  Studies,  www.association- 
gms.org,  as  a  platform  for  the  study  of  global  themes  across 
management.  Academics  here  and  abroad  serve  on  its 
advisory  and  editorial  boards.  The  association's  first  journal 
and  first  conference  are  planned  for  this  year. 

Srivastava,  who  lives  in  Spotsylvania  County,  courted  his 
wife  long  distance,  making  many  trips  to  her  El  Salvador  home. 
Their  courtship  culminated  thousands  of  miles  away  at  the 
Taj  Mahal,  where  he  proposed  marriage. 

The  flexibility.  I  teach 
evenings,  so  my  days  are  available  for  scholarship  and  research. 
I  like  the  collegiality  of  the  people.  I  find  the  students  very  mature 
and  interesting.  They  have  diverse  backgrounds,  a  variety  of 
experiences,  and  a  desire  to  better  themselves. 

I  look  forward  to  a 
scholarship-  and  teaching-centric  college  of  business.  I'm  excited 
about  the  chance  to  move  from  the  status  quo  to  a  higher-order 
university  that  would  have  a  bigger  impact  on  teaching  and 
scholarship.  I  welcome  a  global  dimension. 

I'm  outspoken.  I  think  I'm 
a  good  teacher.  I  believe  in  honest  communication  without  fear 
of  political  repercussions.  I'm  open  to  new  ideas  and  willing  to 
understand  others' point  of  view. 


Professionally,  I'm  driven  by  first-rate 
scholarship.  I  have  the  highest  regard  for  people  who  contribute  to 
knowledge.  Meeting  (theoretical  physicist)  Stephen  Hawking  was 
a  high  point  when  I  studied  at  Cambridge.  You  could  talk  with  him 
about  anything,  from  black  holes  to  metaphysical  stuff. 

Simple  things  of  natural  beauty.  It  could 
be  Kilimanjaro  or  rainforests  and  tribes.  In  India,  I  saw  villages 
where  people  dance  in  the  night.  The  music,  harmony,  rhythm, 
choreography  around  the  fire,  the  drums  -  it's  breathtaking. 

My  father.  He  was  a  Ph.D.  in  nuclear 
physics.  He  presided  over  two  campuses  of  India's  Garhwal  and 
Kumaon  Universities.  He  produced  35  Ph.D.  students,  published 
more  than  200  papers,  and  wrote  two  books  on  nuclear  physics 
and  quantum  mechanics.  He  taught  me  science  and  critical 
thinking.  He  was  one  of  the  elite,  yet  he  didn't  abandon  his  friends. 
Some  were  very  simple,  poor  farmers.  At  our  home,  they  were 
treated  the  same  as  a  dignitary. 

I  like  meeting  people  from  different 
backgrounds  and  cultures.  When  I  hear  someone  with  an  accent, 
I  want  to  know  more  about  them,  whether  they're  from  Louisiana 
or  Alaska.  In  the  United  States,  there  is  a  variety  in  how  people  do 
things,  present  themselves,  and  react.  I  find  that  intriguing.  I  like 
different  kinds  of  music  -  classical,  Latin  rhythms,  blues  and  jazz, 
Indian  classical.  I  love  hiking  and  sightseeing.  My  wife  and  I  go  to 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  and  climb  a  trail  to  the  top. 

I'm  reading  the  new  Toni 
Morrison  book,  A  Mercy,  which  intrigues  me,  and  The  Power  of 
Intention  by  Wayne  W.  Dyer,  which  talks  about  the  spirituality 
connecting  all  religions. 

That  the  economic  meltdown  will  worsen.  I 
worry  about  the  social  underclass  rapidly  developing  in  American 
society.  When  resources  get  scarce,  will  we  remain  generous  or 
become  cruel  to  each  other?  Will  our  fairness  disappear? 

As  a  university  student  in  India,  I  played  electric 
guitar  on  stage  With  friends.  We'd  play  film  tunes,  Abba  songs  at 
functions.   M 
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Get  the  Picture? 

Editor's  note:  "Get  the  Picture?"  asks 
for  your  help  in  identifying  people 
in  vintage  UMW  images.  The  photos 
are  part  of  UMW's  Centennial  Digital 
Image  Archive,  an  interactive  and 
searchable  photo  filing  system  that 
was  established  in  conjunction  with 
Mary  Washington's  100th  birthday. 

The  collection,  which  can  be 
viewed  at  http://archive.umw.edu, 
already  consists  of  more  than  1,000 
nostalgic  images  that  chronicle  UMW's 
visual  history.  Some  of  the  images  in 
the  archive  are  identified  only  partially 
or  not  at  all,  and  the  continued 
success  of  the  system  depends  on  the 
shared  knowledge  of  UMW  friends 
and  family. 


In  the  last  issue,  we  asked  for  help 
identifying  a  UMW  student  eating  a 
hot  dog  in  a  1956  photo  (right).  We 
had  several  responses,  all  of  whom 
identified  the  student  as  Sherrill 
Massie  Judd  '59.  They  were  correct; 
Judd  phoned  the  magazine  to  confirm 
it.  She  said  she  was  pleased  to  receive 
"many,  many"  calls  from  friends  and 
classmates  who  recognized  her  in  the 
photo,  which  "probably  was  taken 
during  a  picnic  at  Brompton."  Does 
she  still  like  hot  dogs?  "Not  so  much 
anymore. .  ..Back  then,  we  didn't  know 
they  weren't  so  good  for  you."  Judd, 
of  Richmond,  leads  a  "very  busy" 
life.  After  retiring  at  55,  she  took 
college  classes  with  her  daughter, 
was  involved  in  many  horticultural 
societies,  and  now  focuses  on  Ikebana 
(the  Japanese  art  of  flower  arranging) 
and  The  Holly  Society.  About  that 
original  photo:  she  has  promised  it  to 
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her  college  roommate. 

Thanks  to  all  who  participated.  We 
hope  to  hear  from  even  more  about 
the  current  photo. 


Give  It  Your  Best  Shot! 

This  photograph,  taken  after  1986,  shows 
two  students  catching  up  on  a  sunny  day  on 
Campus  Walk.  Can  you  help  us  identify  them? 
Submit  information  by  emailing  ksherida@ 
umw.edu  (please  put  "Get  the  Picture"  in  the 
subject  line),  or  by  sending  regular  mail  to 
University  of  Mary  Washington  Magazine  - 
Get  the  Picture,  University  of  Mary 
Washington,  1301  College  Ave., 
Fredericksburg,  VA  22401-5300. 
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Making  Inroads  in 

Virginia  Transportation 

Virginia  Gov.  Timothy  M. 
Kaine  in  early  January 
appointed  Barbara 
Wilson  Reese  '82  deputy 
policy  director  in  the 
Office  of  the  Governor. 
"Barbara  Reese  has 
been  a  critical  and  central 
member  of  my  staff 
in  the  Department  of 
Transportation,"  Kaine 
said.  "She  will  continue  to 
lead  my  efforts  to  secure 
rail  service  to  Dulles 
International  Airport."  He 
added  that  Reese  "brings 
a  wealth  of  experience 
and  accomplishment  to 
her  new  job." 

Reese  has  been 
employed  in  Virginia 
government  since  the 
late  1980s  when  she  worked  in  the  executive  and  legislative 
branches.  She  began  her  state  career  with  the  Joint 
Legislative  Audit  and  Review  Commission. 

In  addition  to  holding  a  bachelor's  degree  from  Mary 
Washington,  Reese  earned  a  master  of  public  administration 
degree  from  Virginia  Commonwealth  University.  She  was 
the  first  CFO  of  VDOT.  In  2006  and  2007,  Virginia  Business 
magazine  chose  her  as  a  finalist  for  CFO  of  the  Year.  Reese 
also  is  a  nationally  recognized  leader  in  public-private 
partnerships. 

She  joined  Kaine's  cabinet  in  2007  as  deputy  secretary 
of  transportation.  She  was  the  chief  public  negotiator  of  the 
Capital  Beltway  HOT  Lanes  transaction  in  Northern  Virginia. 
At  the  time  of  her  current  appointment,  she  was  leading 
the  state's  efforts  to  extend  Metrorail  23  miles  to  Dulles 
International  Airport. 

In  fall  2007,  Reese  was  named  Woman  Transportation 
Professional  of  the  Year.  In  early  2009,  she  received  the 
lifetime  Champion  for  Public  Private  Ventures  Award  from 
the  American  Road  and  Transportation  Builders  Association. 


Barbara  Reese  focuses  on 
transportation  matters. 


Driven  to  Honor 

Virginia's  Veterans  of 
War  on  Terror 

Chris  Winslow  '01  served  in  the  Navy  during  Operation 
Enduring  Freedom.  Assigned  to  the  Horn  of  Africa,  he 
witnessed  firsthand  the  sacrifices  and  commitments  made 
by  the  brave  men  and  women  who  were  serving  around 
him  in  the  global  war  on  terror.  Other  Operation  Enduring 
Freedom  veterans  have  served  in  military  actions  spanning 
the  Middle  East  and  beyond,  including  Afghanistan,  the 
Philippines,  Trans  Sahara,  Kyrgyzstan,  and  Pankisi  Gorge. 

After  he 
returned  home  to 
Virginia,  Winslow 
was  inspired  to  do 
his  part  to  honor 
veterans  from  his 
own  state  who  had 
served  in  the  war 
on  terror.  Winslow, 
an  attorney  in  the 
Richmond  area, 
came  up  with  the 
idea  of  a  specialty 
Virginia  license 
plate  and  soon 
approached  Del.  Rob 
Bell  (R-Albemarle) 
with  his  idea.  Bell 
asked  Winslow  to 
form  a  committee 
of  veterans  and 
develop  a  plan 
for  the  project. 
Winslow  enlisted  the  help  of  fellow  veterans 
Jeff  Ellick  (Army)  and  Todd  Knode  (Marine  Corps)  to 
design  a  plate  and  create  a  website  to  promote  it, 
www.enduringfreedomplate.com.  Their  proposed 
design  depicts  an  American  flag  and  a  bald  eagle. 

Bell  then  introduced  the  legislation  establishing  the 
license  plate  in  the  2009 
session  of  the  Virginia 
General  Assembly,  where 
it  was  passed  by  both  the 
House  and  Senate.  "It  is 
important  for  us  to  honor 
those  Virginians  who  have 
served  and  sacrificed  for 
their  country,"  Bell  said. 


Chris  Winslow,  a  Navy  veteran  of 
Operation  Enduring  Freedom, 
launched  a  drive  to  create  a  license 
plate  that  would  pay  tribute  to 
Virginians  who  have  served  in  the 
global  war  on  terror. 


VIRG 


ENDURING  FREE 
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Alum  Represents  U.S.  at  World  Kayak  Championships 


IA 


Anne  Brady  Blanchard  '87 

was  part  of  the  USA  Canoe/ 
Kayak  Marathon  Team 
that  represented  the 
United  States  at  the  World 
Championships  in  the  Czech 
Republic  in  late  September 
2008. 

Blanchard,  of  Columbia, 
Conn.,  and  Kaitlyn  McElroy 
made  up  the  women's  team, 
which  competed  against 
the  top  marathon  paddlers 
in  the  world.  "We  had  never 
raced  together  before 
competing  at  trials,  but 
we  were  fortunate  that  we 
worked  so  well  together," 
said  Blanchard. 

The  U.S.  made  a  strong 
showing  in  every  event 
and  gained  valuable 
international  race 
experience.  The  team 
now  plans  to  compete  at 
Marathon  Trials  in  2009  and 
improve  its  international 
performance. 

"After  all  the  years  of 
training,  it  was  so  amazing 
to  finally  reach  that  level  of 

competition  and  to  represent  the  U.S.  (and  UMW)  against 
the  best  athletes  in  the  world,"  Blanchard  said. 

Blanchard  earlier  had  won  a  spot  on  the  U.S. 
National  Team  based  on  a  first-place  finish  at  the 
recent  U.S.  Marathon  Team  Trials  in  Holyoke,  Mass.  The 
26-kilometer  competition  was  held  on  the  Connecticut 
River  and  included  six  portages. 

She  was  also  part  of  a  National  Champion  crew  in  the 
women's  fours  events  of  the  Sprint  Kayaking  National 
Championships  held  in  August  '08  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Blanchard  has  played  aquatic 
sports  all  her  life  and  started 
paddling  at  age  11.  At  UMW,  she 


Anne  Brady  Blanchard  (center)  at  the  World  Championships  last  September.  "It  was  amazing  to 
represent  the  U.S.  (and  UMW)  against  the  best  athletes  in  the  world,"  she  said. 


was  on  the  crew  team.  However,  she  noted  that  kayaking 
and  crewing  are  "completely  different  sports." 

When  she's  not  on  the  water,  Blanchard  works  as  an 
attorney  and  is  litigation  director  for  the  nonprofit  legal 
aid  law  firm  Connecticut  Legal  Services.  She  said  her 
husband,  Chris,  has  offered  constant  support  in  her  aquatic 
endeavors. 

Blanchard's  next  goal:  competing  at  the  Olympic  trials 
in  2012,  and  hopefully  cracking  the  top  10  list  in  world 
marathon  competition.  She's  fared  well  in  national  team 
trials  before,  ranking  between  11th  and  16th  overall  in  the 
nation  at  previous  events. 


Proposed  license  plate  notes  "Enduring  Freedom  Veteran."  Find 
out  more  on  the  website  www.enduringfreedomplate.com. 


VETERAN 
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BOOK  REPORT 


\<**^ 


Books  by  Faculty 

(All  of  these  books  are  available  in  the  UMW  Bookstore.) 

Leonardo's  Universe: 
The  Renaissance  World  of 
Leonardo  da  Vinci 

by  Bulent  Atalay  and  Keith  Wamsley 

Like  an  excellent 
series  of  lectures  from 
a  compassionate 
and  patient  teacher, 
Leonardo's  Universe: 
The  Renaissance  World 
of  Leonardo  da  Vinci 
depicts  the  artist 
in  a  broad  context 
and  then  guides  the 
reader  from  his  early 
days  in  Florence 
to  Milan  and  to  his 
death.  With  exquisite 
photographs  of 
Italy's  landscape  and 
the  interiors  and  panoramic  shots  of  its  most  magnificent 
buildings  and  art,  breathtaking  reproductions  of  Leonardo's 
work,  quotes  from  brilliant  thinkers,  and  numerous 
anecdotal  sidebars,  Leonardo's  Universe  feels  bigger  and 
more  important  than  a  mere  book. 

When  Bulent  Atalay  and  Keith  Wamsley  penned 
Leonardo's  Universe,  they  joined  some  of  the  greatest  minds 
in  art  history  who  have  written  massive  volumes  about  the 
enigma  of  the  artist's  work,  life,  and  art  -  contemporaries 
Carmen  Bambach,  a  curator  at  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
Art;  David  Alan  Brown,  a  curator  at  The  National  Gallery  of 
Art;  Kenneth  Clark;  and  the  ancient  master  Giorgio  Vasari, 
often  called  "the  father  of  art  history,"  to  name  only  a  few. 

Atalay,  a  man  of  many  interests,  is  a  UMW  physics 
professor  and  artist.  Wamsley  is  a  researcher,  copy  editor, 
and  enthusiastic  teacher  whose  love  of  words  and  ideas 
matches  Atalay's.  Together,  they  created  a  book  that  stands 
tall  against  other  well-respected  volumes  on  the  same 
topic. 

A  brilliant  yet  lighthearted  scholar,  Atalay  redefined  in 
his  inimitable  style  the  relationship  between  math,  nature, 
and  art  with  Math  and  the  Mona  Lisa:  The  Art  and  Science  of 
Leonardo  da  Vinci,  published  by  The  Smithsonian  in  2004 
and  translated  into  11  languages.  In  Leonardo's  Universe,  he 
seems  to  redefine  how  and  why  people  study  Leonardo, 


physics,  art,  and  Italy.  The  book,  released  in  January,  already 
is  on  the  annual  list  of  "10  Must  Have  Reference  Books" 
compiled  by  the  Britannica  Encyclopedia's  blog  writer  Greg 
McNamee. 

Published  by  The  National  Geographic  Society, 
Leonardo's  Universe  was  featured  recently  in  the  bookstore 
of  The  National  Gallery  of  Art.  This  elegant  coffee- 
table  book  could  be  a  gift  for  the  Renaissance  novice 
or  the  keystone  resource  in  a  scholarly  paper  about 
Renaissance  life  and  art  and  Leonardo's  place  in  it.  It  is 
written  and  edited  as  specifically  and  thoroughly  as  any 
research  resource,  but  like  an  enduring  classic,  it  could  be 
the  favorite  lap  reading  book  for  a  grandparent  who  wants 
to  ignite  a  3-year-old's  mind. 

By  simply  checking  out  the  book's  sidebars,  one  could 
learn  about  esoteric  topics  ranging  from  Leonardo's 
legendary  use  of  light  and  shadow  and  the  books  in  his 
personal  library  to  the  way  seagulls  fly.  An  especially 
inviting  sidebar  addresses  the  placement  of  Michelangelo's 
"David"  in  Galleria  dell'Accademia  in  Florence  and 
Leonardo's  opinion  of  its  position.  The  "fake"  David,  a 
replica  that  many  tourists 
have  confused  for  the 
real  thing,  stands  in  the 
Piazza  della  Signoria, 
placed  there  when  the 
magnificent  original 
was  moved  indoors. 
According  to  Atalay,  when 
asked  where  his  rival's 
statue  should  be  placed, 
Leonardo  suggested  a 
hidden  spot  in  Loggia  dei 
Lanzi  "behind  the  low  wall 
where  the  soldiers  line  up." 
The  comment  reflects  the 

antagonism  that  existed  between  two  of  the  greatest  artists 
of  all  time. 

In  the  book's  last  sidebar,  Atalay  alludes  to  questions 
raised  in  Dan  Brown's  blockbuster  The  Da  Vinci  Code.  In 
wondering  "why  does  Leonardo  depict  St.  John  the  Baptist 
with  such  androgynous  features,"  Atalay  is  comparing 
the  sexual  ambiguity  of  the  man  in  the  painting  with  the 
ambiguous  Apostle  John  at  the  right  of  Christ  in  The  Last 
Supperfresco  in  Milan.  Just  as  Leonardo  worked  in  the 
distant  past  on  art  and  inventions  that  are  entirely  relevant 
today,  Atalay  and  Wamsley  connect  the  reader  to  the  past 
and  the  present  with  intellectual  detail  and  an  enticing  link 
to  popular  culture. 

Leonardo's  Universe  gives  the  reader  a  healthy  dose  of 
history  and  context,  but  like  its  excellent  authors,  it  also 
inspires  a  strong  desire  to  learn  more. 

-  Sarah  Pierson 


Bulent  Ataly 
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}  i    PRESUMING  TO  BE  A 
UNITED  STATES  MARINE 


E  M.  VAN  SANT. 
lONEl,  USMCS-RET 


Taking  on  the  Burden  of  History: 
Presuming  To  Be  a  United  States  Marine 

By  George  M.  Van  Sant 

Distinguished  Professor 
Emeritus  of  History  George 
M.  Van  Sant  has  penned 
a  memoir  of  his  active 
service  in  the  United  States 
Marine  Corps.  According 
to  information  from  the 
publisher,  Taking  on  the 
Burden  recounts  Van  Sant's 
decision  to  enlist,  his  boot 

J  IW  BE  M 

pfi  UNITED  states  MARINE  camp  experience,  his 

*    <^tt^^*  service  in  North  China,  his 

^^^^^^-  adventures  in  Hollywood, 

his  combat  duty  in  Korea, 
and  his  homecoming.  By 
an  author  who,  by  his  own 
account,  "was  not  your 
typical  hard-charging 
Marine,"  the  book  tells  stories  of  many  heroes  and  a  few 
cowards,  he  said.  "It  recounts  some  terrifying  experiences, 
some  hilarious  episodes,  and  graphically  illustrates  how 
the  superlative  history  of  the  Corps  imposes  a  burden  on 
every  individual  Marine  to  measure  up." 
Published  byXlibris  Corp.,  2008 


An  Anthology 
of  Philosophy 
in  Persia,  Vol.  2: 
Ismaili  Thought  in 
The  Classical  Age 
Edited  by  Seyyed 
Hossein  Nasrand 
Mehdi  Aminrazavi 

Mehdi  Aminrazavi,  UMW 
professor  of  philosophy 
and  religion,  co-edited 
this  book  about  Ismaili 
thought,  one  of  the 
least-studied  schools  of  medieval  Islamic  philosophy.  Ismaili 
philosophy,  according  to  information  from  the  publisher, 
"is  a  Gnostic-oriented  school  developed  mostly  in  Persia 
and  . . .  not  well  known  in  the  West  despite  its  widespread 


influence.  This  volume  brings  together  for  the  first  time 
some  of  the  most  important  texts  of  this  school  composed 
by  its  widely  accepted  authorities  from  its  beginnings  in 
the  eighth  and  ninth  centuries."  Covering  five  centuries  of 
Ismaili  philosophy,  this  wide-ranging  and  ambitious  work 
should  prove  to  be  an  indispensable  resource  "not  only  for 
the  study  of  an  important  aspect  of  Islamic  philosophy  in 
Persia  but  also  for  the  students  and  scholars  of  medieval 
philosophy." 
Published  by  I.  B.  Touris  Publishers,  2008 


The  Classroom  Researcher:  Using  Applied 
Research  to  Meet  Student  Needs 

By  Suzanne  G.  Houff 


Associate  Education 
Professor  Suzanne  G.  Houff 
has  produced  a  workbook 
that  "presents  valuable 
research  information  in 
a  non-threatening  and 
non-statistical  format," 
according  to  Rowan  & 
Littlefield.  "Designed  for 
teachers,  administrators, 
and  professional 
developers  who  are 
interested  in  learning 
how  research  can  be  used 
to  improve  instruction, 
[The  Classroom  Researcher 
guides  readers]  through 


Classroom 
Researcher 


Suzanne  G.  Houff 


the  process  of  identifying  a  problem,  compiling  a  literature 
review  that  synthesizes  research  related  to  the  problem, 
and  developing  a  product  that  addresses  the  problem." 
Published  by  Rowman  &  Littlefield,  2008 


Watkins'  Down  Sand  Mountain 

Wins  Award 

The  Society  of  Children's  Book  Writers  and  Illustrators 
has  named  Down  Sand  Mountain  (Candlewick  Press, 
2008),  a  young  adult  novel  by  Stephen  H.  Watkins, 
the  best  work  of  young  adult  fiction  for  2008.  The 
Golden  Kite  Award,  first  given  in  1973,  is  the  only 
major  children's  book  award  presented  by  one's 
peers.  Watkins  is  associate  professor  of  English, 
linguistics,  and  speech  at  UMW. 
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FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 

OF  THE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

TO:  All  Alumni 
FROM:SueBridi'81 

„nr   flrea  alumni  met  with  current  Mary  Washington  students  to 

students  prepare  for  life  after  college. 

Th1S  sprino  regional  events  will  provide  opportunities  for  ^^ari^. 

campus  updates. 

T  am  honored  to  serve  as  alumni  representative  on  the  University's  Strategic 

Phnning  Steering  Committee.  This  group  is  meeting  regularly  throughout 

webs«e  "^planning"  uymwblogs.org,  ,0  become  informed  abou,  the  process 

and  offer  your  opinions. 

Finally,  I  extend  a  heartfelt  invitation  to  all  of  you  f^R^™*™ 
to  come  back  to  Mary  Washington  for  the  t^£™*££™££ 
energized  by  the  beauty  and  vitality  of  the  campus,  by  the  Classes  Without 
Ouizzes  offered  through  Alumni  College,  and  by  your  connection  to  all 
alumni  wSurn.  Reunion  Weekend  is  always  a  special  time  for  all  alumm, 
and  I  look  forward  to  welcoming  you  back  home. 


=5KSK&=*-*-. 


"V*  Homecoming. 


..^^^P^i*** 


Chilly  temperatures  and  rainy  skies  didn't  keep 
gradsfrom  celebrating  during  Homecoming. 
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Ruby  Lee  Norris 
P.O.  Box  158 
Topping,  VA  23169 
rnorris@oasisonline.com 
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Lois  Loehr  Brown 

7523  Little  River  Turnpike,  No.  101 

Annandale,  VA  22003 

loislbrown@aol.com 

Mary  Lee  Pittman  Johnson 

was  honored  in  November  in 
Kilmarnock,  Va.,  for  more  than  60 
years  of  service  as  a  teacher  and 
counselor  in  the  Lancaster  County 
Public  Schools.  The  Kilmarnock 
Museum  and  the  Town  of 
Kilmarnock  held  the  special  event 
at  the  school  where  Mrs.  Johnson 
taught  Latin  and  served  as  guidance 
counselor  for  40  years,  then  was  a 
part-time  teacher  for  more  than  20 
years.  Mary  Washington  provided 
a  congratulatory  letter,  expressing 
its  pride  and  appreciation  for  Mrs. 
Johnson's  dedication  to  education. 
The  mayor  presented  her  a  plaque 
of  appreciation  from  the  town, 
and  many  former  colleagues  and 
students  made  congratulatory 
statements  and  joined  her  later  to 
reminisce.  Mrs.  Johnson,  an  active 
UMW  alumna,  also 
received  several 
postgraduate 
degrees  and 
certificates  from  the 
College  of  William 
and  Mary. 


Connecticut.  Mary  Patton  Kline 

also  wrote  and  wondered  why 
there  was  no  news  about  our  66th 
reunion.  She  sees  Anne  Givler 
Lindsay. 

Let's  hear  from  more  of  you, 
especially  if  you  attended  the  66th 


1943 

Lee  Hall  Archer 

112  Barberry  Road,  41 -J 

Johnson  City,  TN  37604 

huntenlee@charter.net 

1944 

Phyllis  Quimby  Anderson 
P.O.  Box  164 
Westminster,  VT  05158 
pqhndson@verizon.net 

I  haven't  received  much  mail  this 
time;  I  hope  everyone  is  well.  We  are 
still  active  in  the  band,  church,  and 
town  activities  but  are  slowing  down 
a  bit.  We  still  do  bus  trips,  which  are 
always  interesting.  I  am  sad  that  we 
won't  get  to  the  Mary  Washington 
reunion  in  May;  one  of  our 
granddaughters  is  getting  married 
in  Burlington,  Vt.  I  will  miss  you  all. 
Please  keep  me  posted. 
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Mary  Lee  Pittman  Johnson  '41 

was  honored  in  Kilmarnock,  Va., 

for  more  than  60  years  of  service 

as  a  teacher  and  counselor  in  the 

Lancaster  County  Public  Schools. 


Virginia  Bennett  Skillman 
5744  Washington  Blvd. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46220 

Dear  1942  Alumni, 

I  heard  from  Ruth  Capen 
Hartmann.  She  lives  in  Morris, 
Conn.,  and  still  drives.  She  has 
toured  Germany,  Austria,  Italy,  and 
Canada.  When  Ruth  lived  in  New 
Jersey,  she  had  her  own  business, 
Herb  Earth  Creation,  with  an 
office  in  her  home.  She  loved  golf 
and  played  two  times  a  week.  She 
has  visited  Mary  Washington 
several  times  and  has  seen  many 
changes.  She  has  a  granddaughter 
who  graduated  in  2003.  Keep  it  in 
the  family! 

Ursula  Gonder  Schiefelbein 

phones  Ruth  when  she  is  in 


Marie  Kennedy  Robins  has 

been  occupied  with  serving  as 
health-care  power  of  attorney  for 
a  friend  who  has  no  family.  Marie 
reminds  her  classmates  to  choose 
a  power  of  attorney  while  they  are 
still  active.  It  is  a  very  important 
position! 

Anna  Austin  Ware  said  they 
had  two  inches  of  rain  last  summer, 
which  flooded  her  meadow.  With 
the  stream  backed  up,  it  looked 
like  a  dam  under  Route  301,  and 
beavers  got  to  work.  They  helped 
themselves  to  her  corn,  making 
paths  and  dragging  away  stalks 
with  the  ears  still  attached.  She  did 
have  a  successful  strawberry  crop 
and  picked  five  quarts  in  one  day. 
Her  husband  planted  apple  and 
pear  trees  that  he  obtained  from  his 


Virginia  home.  She  baked  a  lot  of 
the  fruit  and  froze  the  rest.  Anna's 
church,  St.  Luke's,  honored  her  with 
its  Lifetime  Achievement  Award, 
which  was  followed  by  a  service  and 
reception. 

Mary  Ellen  Gardiner  Starkey 

has  been  recovering  from  a  hip 
replacement  in  April  and  noted  that 
it  takes  a  long  time  to  recover  when 
we  are  old.  She  had  a  few  graduates 
in  the  family:  Jesse  graduated  from 
Duke,  then  went  on  to  a  job  in 
New  York  City;  Cara  graduated 
from  Auburn  and  hopes  to  work 
in  Washington,  D.C.;  Charles 
graduated  from  Towson  University 
and  got  a  job  offer  from  the 
University  of  Maryland.  Another 
was  to  graduate  in  May  from  the  Air 
Force  Academy.  She  said  there  are 
five  more  to  go.  What  a  crew! 

Elizabeth  Cumby  Murray  had 

both  happy  and  unhappy  news.  Her 
good  news  was  that  she  was  going 
to  be  a  great-grandmother  -  a  girl 
who  was  due  Dec.  25,  but  Elizabeth 
reported  no  name  yet.  The  parents, 
Andrew  and  Kirsten,  were  to  be  in 
the  Boston  area  for  Thanksgiving 
because  Kirsten  planned  to  deliver 
at  Brigham  and  Women's  Hospital 
and  couldn't  be  more  than  30  miles 
away.  Instead  of  being  in  Nantucket, 
Mass.,  their  usual  Thanksgiving 
location,  they  planned  to  have 
dinner  in  Concord,  Mass.,  and  stay 
at  the  Colonial  Inn.  It  was  a  different 
Thanksgiving,  but  a  happy  one.  The 
unhappy  news  was  that  Sherburne 
Commons,  the  retirement  facility 
where  Elizabeth  moved  last  year, 
declared  bankruptcy.  She  had  been 
very  happy  in  her  apartment:  the 
services  and  staff  were  great  and 
the  food  delicious.  The  problem 
was  that  too  many  cottages  hadn't 
sold,  so  the  facility  was  looking  for  a 
buyer.  Elizabeth  found  the  thought 
of  moving  again  very  upsetting;  she 
had  left  her  beautiful  home  on  the 
water  and  moved  where  she  planned 
to  be  for  the  rest  of  her  life.  The 
owners  were  optimistic  and  assured 
the  residents  that  they  were  fine  for 
six  months.  We  hope  that  by  the 
time  this  is  printed,  Elizabeth  will 
have  good  news. 


Frances  Watts  Barker 
P.O.  Box  749 
Parksley,VA  23421 
jbarker@intercom.net 


Patricia  Mathewson  Spring 
160  Butternut  Lane 
Kensington,  CT  06037-1200 


Betty  Moore  Drewry  Bamman 
335  Briarwood  Drive 
Christiansburg,  VA  24073 
Bdbamman  1  @netzero.net 


Bette  Worsham  Dunford 
1500  Westbrook  Court,  No.  5143 
Richmond,  VA  23227 
awhawk2@aol.com 

Betsy  Robertson  and  I  had 

a  great  conversation  last  fall. 
She  was  hoping  to  be  with 
Marge  Batty  Irvin  and  Ann 
Barnes  Baugh  in  Roanoke  for 
a  fun  reunion.  Norvell  Millner 
Thomson  spoke  recently 
with  Barbara  Anne  Hough 
McConnell's  husband,  Bill, 
who  reported  that,  contrary  to 
rumors,  reports  of  Bobbie's  death 
were  greatly  exaggerated  -  good 
news  indeed. 

My  husband  and  I  had 
several  wonderful  weeks  in 
Maine  last  summer.  We  found 
our  way  to  Boothbay  Harbor 
and  Rocktide  Inn,  hoping  to  visit 
with  Melanie  Norris  Steane, 
but  our  timing  was  bad,  as  she 
was  busy.  We  did  visit  a  bit  by 
telephone  and  also  saw  a  very 
handsome  portrait  of  her  and 
her  husband  in  the  lobby  of  their 
attractive  inn. 

You  have  all  received 
from  Glenna  "Sandy"  Graves 
Shiflett  the  packet  relating  to 
her  home  place,  Carlton;  our 
class  endowment  benefitting 
the  Department  of  Historic 
Preservation  in  honor  of  her 
father;  and  her  creative  project 
dubbed  Before,  During  and 
After  -  Historical  Saga  ofMWC 
1948.  Wait  -  there  is  more!  She 
enlisted  Ruby  York  Weinbrecht 
as  historian  and  Mabs  Royar 
Loflin  as  editor.  And  she 
wants  you  to  send  some  family 
history,  an  MWC  anecdote, 
or  a  nugget  of  your  life  since 
college  -  all  of  which  she  will 
compile  into  a  booklet  for  us 
to  enjoy.  By  the  time  you  read 
this,  you  will  have  received  my 
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annual  questionnaire  with  similar 
information,  but  have  you  acted 
on  it  vet?  If  not,  do  take  a  little 
time  to  recount  some  historical, 
funny,  unique,  interesting,  daring, 
whatever-you-want  episode  in  your 
life  and  forward  it  to  Mabs,  and  she 
will  pass  on  to  the  publisher  in  our 
midst,  Sandy.  If  you  didn't  get  to  the 
60th  reunion,  consider  this  another 
way  of  celebrating  our  school  years. 
Have  fun! 


Anna  Dulany  Lyons 

1400  Enterprise  Drive,  Apt.  No.  236 

Lynchburg,  VA  24502 

June  Davis  McCormick 
18  LynnbrookRoad 
St.  Louis,  MO  63131-2925 
jaymccee@yahoo.com 

It  appears  that  achieving,  or  nearing, 
octogenarian  status  is  no  deterrent 
to  traveling  to  distant  lands  or 
around  our  nation. 

Marion  "Wendy"  Selfe  Kelly 

and  George  took  a  10-day  trip  to 
Budapest,  Hungary,  in  October. 
It  was  their  third  visit  to  that  city, 
though  previous  stays  had  been 
for  only  one  or  two  days.  The 
Kellys  enjoyed  extended  exploring 
and  found  the  autumn  weather 
perfect  throughout  their  visit.  Back 
at  Westminster-Canterbury  in 
Lynchburg,  Marion  said  she  and 
Esther  Reece  McVeigh  were  taking 
a  poetry  class  together  and  enjoying 
each  others  company. 

After  visiting  her  youngest  son, 
Tom,  at  Onancock,  Va.,  for  several 
days  in  September,  Harriet  "Scotty" 
Scott  Brockenbrough  enjoyed  a 
special  Columbus  Day.  Driving 
through  four  states,  she  left  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia;  stopped 
at  the  boardwalks  in  Ocean  City, 
Md.,  and  Rehoboth  Beach,  Del.;  and 
crossed  Delaware  Bay  to  Cape  May, 
N.J.  Near  sunset,  she  returned  to 
Rehoboth  Beach,  where  she  spent 
an  hour  on  the  boardwalk  watching 
the  full  moon  rise  over  the  Atlantic 
before  driving  back  to  Onancock, 
completing  her  14-hour  tour! 

In  October,  Harriet  drove 
the  Colonial  Parkway  down 
to  Yorktown,  Va.,  enjoying  the 
gorgeous  fall  foliage  along  her  route. 
That  trip  was  to  join  a  group  of 
high  school  chums,  six  best  friends 
who  meet  twice  a  year  for  lunch 
and  non-stop  talking.  As  they  have 
now  turned  80,  it  has  become  an 
overnighter.  She  added,  "We  think 
we  do  pretty  well  for  a  bunch  of 
old  broads!"  Harriet  was  to  spend 


Thanksgiving  at  Skyline  Drive 
with  son  Ben  and  his  wile,  and  she 
planned  to  spend  Christmas  week  in 
Kirkland,  Wash.,  with  son  Scott  and 
his  wite. 

On  the  Eastern  Shore, 
Elizabeth  "Liz"  Barnes  Hornsby 

said  she  finds  it  good  at  age  80 
to  be  able  to  play  18  holes  of  golf 
"and  still  be  erect  at  the  end  of  the 
game!"  Liz  said  they  have  two  new 
courses  at  Cape  Charles,  Va.  -  one 
designed  by  Jack  Nicklaus  and 
the  other  by  Arnold  Palmer  -  and 
both  are  spectacular.  She  noted 
that  golf,  bridge,  and  traveling  have 
been  her  salvation  since  the  death 
of  her  husband  and,  less  than  a 
month  later,  that  of  her  daughter, 
both  victims  of  cancer.  Liz  had 
just  returned  from  five  weeks 
in  Northern  Virginia,  caring  for 
her  great-grandson  following  her 
granddaughter's  surgery.  And  her 
second  great-grandson,  cousin  to 
the  first,  arrived  during  that  time. 
Earlier  in  the  year,  Liz  treated 
herself  to  a  bridge  trip  to  Mazatlan, 
Mexico,  a  cruise  from  Barcelona, 
Spain,  to  Florida,  and  two  weeks  of 
bridge  with  friends  in  Costa  Rica. 
On  the  home  front,  she  sees  Harriet 
and  Judy  Stone  Johnstone  regularly. 
Liz  concluded,  "See  y'all  at  our  60th 
in  May." 

Gwen  Brubaker  Connell, 

who  is  also  planning  to  attend  our 
reunion,  sent  an  update  on  Virginia 
Wilson  Woods  and  Marrilyn 
Jamison  Bovis,  with  whom  she 
has  kept  in  touch  over  the  years. 
Virginia  was  with  us  for  two  years 
before  transferring 
to  another  school. 
She  and  her 
husband,  Bill,  live 
in  Mechanicsville, 
Iowa,  and  have 
two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  The  last 
Gwen  heard  was 
that  Bill  had  been 
in  the  hospital  for  a 
long  time.  Marrilyn 
also  left  MWC  after  two  years  and 
graduated  from  the  University 
of  Delaware.  Gwen  reported  that 
Marrilyn  passed  away  last  January 
following  a  lengthy  illness.  Virginia 
is  on  the  alumni  mailing  list,  but 
we  have  no  record  of  Marrilyn  or 
Claire  Spicher,  from  whom  Gwen 
had  heard  each  Christmas  until  the 
past  year. 

As  for  the  Connells,  Gwen 
wrote,  "So  far,  so  good!"  They  had 
just  returned  from  a  month-long 
visit  to  Charleston,  Utah,  where 
one  of  their  sons  has  a  vacation 
home.  Gwen  said  that  while 


they  love  Florida,  they  found  it 
refreshing  to  see  the  mountains 
and  enjoy  the  cooler,  drier  air. 
Their  family  continues  adding  to 
the  population,  with  a  total  ol  10 
great-grandchildren  and  another  on 
the  way.  Gwen  summarized,  "What 
a  blessing!" 

Enjoying  the  proximity  to  their 
daughter,  Robin,  her  children,  and 
two  great-grands  since  moving 
to  Atlanta,  Jeanne  Farrington 
Leslie  and  Mike  now  have  a  third 
addition:  a  great-granddaughter. 
The  latest  arrival  came  in  May, 
and  the  Leslies  traveled  to  Seattle 
for  their  first  viewing.  Their  many 
grandchildren  are  widely  scattered, 
with  one  even  in  Jordan.  Their 
Idaho  grandson  now  is  a  Marine 
Corps  pilot  stationed  at  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas.  His  mother,  Beth, 
has  a  kennel  in  Idaho  and  breeds 
German  shepherds.  Her  sister, 
Robin,  has  two  of  her  dogs  and 
shows  them  in  the  Atlanta  area.  The 
other  Leslie  children  are  successful 
in  varied  pursuits  in  diverse 
locations.  Jeanne  said  they  both 
were  well,  except  for  her  having 
had  two  transient  ischemic  attacks 
earlier  and  Mike  still  rehabbing  a 
torn  rotary  cuff.  Jeanne  keeps  in 
touch  with  but  has  no  current  news 
from  Frances  "Frannie"  Houston 
Layton,  Margaret  "Peggy"  Elliott 
Sweeney,  Elizabeth  "Betty" 
Forsyth  Sommers,  Anne  "Miami" 
McCaskill  Libis,  and  Mary  Elwang 
Sharpley.  She  added,  "I  miss  dear 
old  friends  from  those  glorious  days 
at  MWC." 


Phyllis  Quimby  Anderson  '44 
went  to  New  Orleans  with  her 
husband  for  the  christening  of  the 
USS  New  York,  the  hull  of  which 
is  constructed  from  steel  salvaged 
from  the  Twin  Towers. 


One  of  those  dear  friends 
replied  to  our  plea  for  an  update. 
Frannie  Houston  Layton  and 
her  husband,  Roland,  live  in 
Lewisburg,  WVa.,  with  their  three 
aging  Labrador  retrievers,  who 
still  think  they  are  puppies.  The 
Laytons  have  a  daughter,  Sarah, 
two  granddaughters,  two  great- 
granddaughters,  and  another  on  the 
way  (another  girl?).  They  all  reside 
in  Kentucky,  as  does  their  son, 
Matthew,  his  wife,  and  their  two 
Boston  terriers.  A  retired  history 
professor,  Roland  now  writes  book 
reviews  and  also  is  a  gardener  and 


flower  show  competitor.  Frannie  still 
plays  cello  with  various  groups  and 
is  very  active  with  the  local  Humane 
Society.  The  Laytons  planned 
to  spend  part  of  the  holidays  in 
Kentucky  with  the  children,  grands, 
great-grands,  and  grand-dogs  while 
their  Labs  enjoy  a  few  peaceful  days 
at  home  with  a  sitter. 

Dolores  "Dee"  Ross  has 

a  similar  arrangement  for  her 
inherited  dog,  Joe,  whenever  she 
is  away.  Taking  advantage  of  her 
bank's  frequent  group  tours,  Dee 
made  a  10-day  trip  to  Greece  in 
April,  with  four  days  in  Athens  and 
the  rest  cruising  among  the  Greek 
Islands.  Then  in  October,  she  had 
an  1 1-day  tour  to  Hawaii.  Departing 
from  Richmond  tor  Atlanta,  the 
group  flew  non-stop  to  Honolulu, 
a  13-hour  flight.  Dee  described  as 
emotional  her  visit  to  Pearl  Harbor 
and  the  somber  scene  at  the  USS 
Arizona.  They  boarded  the  Pride  of 
America  for  several  days  of  cruising 
between  the  four  islands.  After  a 
final  two  days  in  Honolulu,  the 
group  flew  back  to  Atlanta  and  on 
to  Richmond.  They  were  bused  back 
to  the  Northern  Neck  to  complete 
a  26-hour  travel  day.  Dee  had 
planned  to  take  the  December  tour 
to  New  York  City  to  enjoy  the  famed 
Christmas  show  at  Radio  City 
Music  Hall;  however,  she  scheduled 
cataract  surgery  near  the  departure 
date  and  had  to  cancel  the  trip. 

Also  in  October,  Corinne 
"Conni"  Coney  Stuart  and 

Bonar  left  Toronto  for  a  scenic 
drive  through  Vermont  and 
New  Hampshire  when  the  leaves 
were  in  gorgeous  Technicolor. 
Their  destination  was  a  historic 
farmhouse  in  New  Hampshire  for 
a  lovely  visit  with  Betsy  Thorne 
Bultman  '50  and  her  husband, 
Phelps.  Conni  said  they  took  in 
a  county  fair  and  enjoyed  several 
walks  in  the  autumnal  ambience 
of  the  countryside.  After  closing 
their  farmhouse  for  the  year, 
Betsy  and  Phelps  headed  home 
to  Columbia,  S.C.,  stopping  en 
route  at  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  to  visit 
with  Primm  Turner  ffrench  and 
John.  The  ffrenches  spend  each 
summer  at  their  studio  in  Galway, 
Ireland,  where  they  reported  a 
very  successful  exhibit  in  August 
of  his  unique  ceramics.  Norah 
Pitts  Byrnes  and  her  husband, 
Bill,  couldn't  make  a  visit  to  New 
Hampshire  during  the  summer, 
but  they  were  expecting  the 
Bultmans  to  join  them  in  Atlanta 
for  Thanksgiving.  They  hope 
for  another  reunion  of  all  four 
suitemates  in  the  spring,  possibly 
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again  in  South  Carolina.  We  only 
wish  the  four  best  friends  would 
return  to  Marye's  Hilltop  in  May, 
that  we  might  enjoy  their  presence 
once  more! 

We  heard  that  Betty  Bond 
Heller  Nichols  was  out  of  town 
when  we  were  in  search  of  news 
from  various  classmates.  At  the 
time,  she  was 
with  her  daughter, 
Cathy,  lending 
support  during 
her  reconstructive 
surgery  following 
breast  cancer.  While 
at  Cathy's,  Betty 
Bond  was  stricken 
with  nausea  and 
pain,  but  insisted 
she  could  drive  herself  home 
rather  than  allow  her  son-in-law  to 
drive  her.  By  the  time  she  arrived 
back  in  Lexington,  Va.,  B.B.  knew 
something  was  very  wrong.  After  a 
long  week  of  tests,  the  diagnosis  put 
her  in  the  hospital  for  removal  of  a 
large  kidney  stone.  Those  who  have 
had  one  will  recall  the  excruciating 
pain.  Around  that  same  time,  Betty 
Bond  learned  the  sad  news  that 
Jane  Yeatman  Spangler  had  lost 
her  husband,  Bob.  He  had  been  in 
declining  health  for  most  of  the 
year  as  his  cardiac  condition  kept 
him  confined  to  home.  He  and  Jane 
were  blessed  to  have  their  daughter, 
Janet,  newly  graduated  from  nursing 
school,  on  hand  to  contribute  her 
skill  and  support  to  them  both. 
We  remember  Bob  especially  from 
our  55th  reunion  and  know  that 
he  and  Jane  were  such  a  vital  part 
of  the  Forever  Friends  foursome  of 
Jane,  Betty  Bond,  Charlotte  "Chot" 
Baylis  Rexon,  and  Dottie  Booker 
Pinkham.  Our  heartfelt  sympathy 
is  offered  to  Jane  and  her  extended 
family. 

Betty  Bond  was  expecting  her 
daughters  and  their  families  to  be 
with  her  for  Thanksgiving.  And 
after  Christmas,  she  planned  to 
take  daughter  Anne,  her  husband 
Gordon,  and  their  four  children 
on  a  10-day  cruise  to  the  Panama 
Canal.  It  would  mark  B.B.'s  third 
time  through  the  Canal,  but  she 
especially  wanted  the  children  to 
have  the  educational  experience. 
They  were  to  leave  on  Dec.  28  and 
welcome  the  New  Year  while  at  sea. 

In  late  summer,  Anna  "Andi" 
Dulany  Lyons  and  her  youngest 
son,  Scott,  drove  to  Charlottesville 
to  attend  the  wedding  of  the 
daughter  of  Doris  Norman  Carter 
and  Sterling,  who  was  Andi's 
godchild.  When  Andi  and  her  four 
young  sons  moved  to  Charlottesville 


in  the  '60s,  Andi  and  Doris  met 
again  at  Little  League  baseball 
in  which  their  respective  sons 
were  involved.  From  that  day  on, 
both  families  have  kept  in  touch. 
Andi  went  to  the  Carters'  50th 
anniversary  celebration,  and  they 
had  attended  Andi  and  Keith's 
wedding  party. 


Glenna  "Sandy"  Graves  Shiflett 
'48  is  collecting  family  histories, 
MWC  anecdotes,  and  nuggets  of 
life  since  college  to  compile  into 
a  booklet. 


Andi  had  a  fantastic  fall, 
beginning  with  a  trip  to  Ireland, 
home  of  the  original  Dulany  clan. 
Her  traveling  companions  were 
her  two  older  sons,  Clay  and  Hal 
Devening,  and  their  wives,  who 
have  become  ardent  enthusiasts 
of  genealogy.  They  didn't  go  far 
enough  into  Northern  Ireland  to 
search  for  any  possible  signs  of  the 
old  homestead,  if  any  remained, 
knowing  that  Andi's  branch  of  the 
family  left  the  auld  sod  for  this  great 
land  in  1703.  However,  they  covered 
the  Ring  of  Kerry,  climbed  around 
ancient  castles,  forts,  and  abbeys, 
viewed  gorgeous  gardens,  and  of 
course  hit  several  pubs! 

Two  weeks  after  their  return, 
Andi  hosted  a  Dulany  family 
reunion  at  Inverness,  her  home 
just  nine  miles  from  Manassas. 
Clay  hung  a  large  Irish  flag  on  an 
entrance  tree  to  welcome  each 
family  as  they  drove  in,  and  there 
were  displayed  on  the  front  porch 
several  enlarged  coats  of  arms 
showing  the  heraldic  evolution  of 
the  arms  over  the  centuries.  The 
weather  was  perfect,  and  some  40  to 
50  Dulany  descendants  were  happy 
to  see  each  other  and  catch  up  on 
family  news.  Everyone  brought 
food,  and  grills  were  set  up  to  cook 
favorite  barbecue-picnic  fare.  They 
all  were  free  to  wander  over  the  six 
mowed  acres,  from  the  woods  to 
the  pond,  in  and  out  of  the  house, 
and  to  participate  in  or  root  for  an 
ongoing  rowdy  game  of  croquet.  As 
the  second  eldest  Dulany  now,  Andi 
plans  to  enjoy  the  years  ahead  as 
much  as  possible. 

In  contrast  to  Andi's  fantastic 
fall,  June  Davis  McCormick  had 

a  freak  fall  on  her  patio,  which 
resulted  in  two  fractured  ribs.  As 
the  doctor  viewed  the  X-rays,  he 
remarked  to  his  pained  patient, 
"If  you  have  to  break  a  bone,  do  it 


before  you're  16."  Good  advice,  but 
hardly  apropos  to  an  octogenarian! 
Taking  a  full  three  months  to  heal, 
June  lost  the  summer,  for  which 
she  had  had  so  many  plans.  As  the 
saying  goes,  "If  you  would  make 
God  smile,  tell  Him  your  plans." 

When  this  issue  arrives,  plans 
are  being  completed  for  the  big 
60th  reunion  of  our  class.  We  hope 
to  see  many  familiar  faces  there  to 
enjoy  the  weekend  or  the  day  and, 
especially,  each  other.  If  you  put 
your  questionnaire  aside,  please  dig 
it  out,  fill  in  a  few  facts,  and  return  it 
to  Katherine  "Kate"  Mayo 
Schmidt,  who  is  trying  to  compile 
our  Reunion  Booklet.  She  needs 
your  information  for  an  interesting 
recap  of  what  we  have  accomplished 
over  these  many  years,  and  she 
doesn't  want  it  to  be  merely  an 
address  book! 

Please  remember,  too,  that  we 
are  in  competition  with  all  reunion 
classes  for  the  top  class  gift  amount 
and/or  highest  percentage  of  class 
donors.  If  you  haven't  sent  in  your 
contribution  yet,  however  large  or 
small,  please  do  it  now.  There  is 
a  new-to-us  Eagle  award  for  the 
winners,  but  we  don't  need  a  symbol 
to  recognize  our  status;  we  are  the 
one  and  only  Fabulous  Forty- 
Niners  -  and  proud  of  it!  Let's  show 
what  we  golden  oldies  can  do!  Come 
home  again  if  you  may,  contribute 
what  you  can,  and  let  us  be  grateful 
that  we're  still  here,  remembering  all 
those  who  no  longer  are,  except  in 
our  hearts. 

Until  we  meet  again,  as  ever, 
love  to  you  all  from  both  of  us. 


Dorothy  Held  Gawley 
177  McCosh  Road 
Montclair,  NJ  07043 
dnigawley@juno.com 

I  was  disappointed  that  I  did  not  get 
a  better  response  from  the  emails 
I  sent  out  asking  for  news  for  this 
issue.  I  hope  it  was  procrastination 
and  not  ill  health  that  kept  folks 
from  replying.  Actually,  you  can 
drop  me  a  line  anytime.  My  address 
is  at  the  top  of  this  column. 

Did  you  notice  the  pictures 
of  three  of  our  classmates  in  the 
summer  '08  issue  of  the  UMW 
Magazine?  Gaynelle  Parrish 
Grizzard  was  part  of  the  2008 
Executive-in-Residence  program. 
She  and  her  husband  co-own 
Georgia's  Southeastern  Mills, 
which  manufactures  grits,  flour, 


cornmeal,  and  specialty  mixes.  The 
company  holds  contracts  with  such 
noteworthy  businesses  as  Kellogg 's. 
Marcy  Weatherly  Morris  and  Juney 
were  also  pictured  and  looking  in 
very  good  health.  They  made  a 
significant  donation  to  UMW. 

I  had  a  surprise  phone  call 
at  Cape  Cod,  Mass.,  from  Mary 
Cottingham  Hardy,  saying  that 
she  had  recently  attended  a  Mary 
Washington  get-together  in  the  Los 
Angeles  area.  The  University's  new 
president,  Judy  Hample,  attended, 
and  Mary  was  favorably  impressed 
with  her  presentation  and  future 
hopes  for  Mary  Washington.  Mary 
said  she  was  the  oldest  alumna  in 
attendance.  She  said  she  was  doing 
well  and,  although  using  a  cane,  was 
looking  forward  to  attending  our 
next  reunion. 

Nancy  Fox  Sease  and  Tec  have 
been  living  in  Surry  County,  Va., 
since  1980,  after  living  in  many 
places  when  he  was  a  Navy  officer. 
After  having  quite  a  few  animals  - 
horses,  show-quality  ponies,  dogs, 
cats,  and  the  like  -  at  this  location, 
they  are  finally  down  to  just  dogs 
and  cats.  Their  son  and  his  family 
live  in  Cohasset,  Mass.  Grandson 
Hunter  is  a  sophomore  in  college 
and  art  school,  and  granddaughter 
Merrick  is  a  high  school  sophomore. 
She  has  been  studying  ballet  for 
years  and  took  part  in  a  program  in 
Paris  last  summer.  Nancy  and  Tec 
visit  Massachusetts  often,  and  they 
go  to  New  York  City  twice  a  year  for 
shows  and  museum  visits.  Nancy 
volunteers  at  the  Williamsburg 
Library  Friends  once  a  week  and  is 
an  interpreter  at  an  18th-century 
museum  house  in  Surry.  She  and 
several  others  started  the  Surry 
SPCA.  She  said  she  is  happy  to  be 
healthy  and  busy. 

Georgene  Kirkendall  Harrison 

sadly  lost  her  husband,  Grant,  in 
June  '06  and  is  slowly  recovering 
by  engaging  in  various  activities. 
She  lives  in  Garden  City,  N.Y., 
and  for  the  next  two  years  will  be 
co-president  of  AAUW  One  of  their 
projects  was  raising  funds  for  a 
water  tank  at  a  school  in  Cambodia. 
The  children  there  are  sent  home 
each  day  with  a  bottle  of  clean  water 
for  their  families  for  drinking  and 
cooking.  Georgene  has  also  been 
working  with  Literacy  Volunteers 
for  five  years.  Her  79-year-old 
student  was  going  to  vote  for 
the  first  time  in  the  presidential 
election.  In  December,  Georgene's 
family  gathered  to  celebrate  her  80th 
birthday.  Daughter  Mary-Laing  '77 
and  husband  live  in  San  Diego,  and 
son  Joseph  and  family  have  lived  in 
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Australia  for  six  years.  Georgene's 
four  grandchildren  are  grown,  and 
although  her  own  children  arc 
miles  away,  she  has  two  amazing 
stepdaughters  nearby. 

In  other  sad  news,  Carol  Bailey 
Miller  called  me  in  September 
to  say  that  her  husband,  Bill,  had 
passed  away  after  a  long  illness.  She 
had  much  praise  for  the  hospice 
team  that  helped  during  the  last 
weeks.  Carol  had  a  good  visit  with 
her  sister,  Ruth  Bailey  Conroy  '43, 
who  came  from  Naples,  Fla.,  for  her 
65th  reunion  at  Mary  Washington. 
Our  sympathy  goes  out  to  both 
Georgene  and  Carol. 


Roselyn  "Rosie"  Bell  Morris 
907  Conway  Road 
Fredericksburg,  VA  22405-21 1 1 

Hi,  classmates.  I  hope  everyone 
is  doing  well  and  taking  life  easy. 
Edgar  and  I  and  our  family  had  a  big 
change:  Our  son  and  daughter-in- 
law  moved  into  our  home  upstairs, 
and  we  made  a  nice  large  apartment 
in  the  basement.  It  is  just  great,  and 
it  doesn't  take  me  long  to  clean  up. 

Ruth  DeMiller  Hill  and  I  have 
talked  on  the  phone  several  times. 
She  is  doing  fine.  Sarah  Herring 
Estes  and  I  get  together  occasionally 
to  have  lunch. 

I  was  glad  to  receive  a  letter  last 
summer  from  Frances  Chesson 
LaCamera.  I  can  still  see  her  sitting 
on  the  stage  at  GW  playing  the 
drums.  She  had  a  lot  of  information 
to  tell:  "We  are  fortunate  to  have 
three  of  our  four  children  living 
within  45  minutes  of  us.  Richard, 
who  is  a  gastroenterologist,  lives 
in  Palm  Harbor,  Fla.,  and  has  two 
boys.  Bob  is  a  history  teacher  living 
in  Sarasota,  Fla.  He  has  a  boy  and 
a  girl.  David  is  also  in  Sarasota 
and  is  a  building  contractor  and 
project  manager.  He  has  two  girls. 
The  oldest  is  going  to  Florida 
State  University  for  interior 
design.  Kathleen,  our  oldest,  has 
one  son  and  lives  in  Manchester, 
England.  She  is  an  ordained  United 
Methodist  minister  and  was  the 
main  producer  for  the  National 
Methodist  Television.  When  she  met 
and  married  Christopher  Laughlin 
(a  producer  for  the  BBC),  she 
moved  to  Manchester,  where  she  is 
a  chaplain  at  Bolton  Hospital.  Frank 
and  I  still  sing  duets  at  church  and 
various  places.  I  play  the  jazz  drums 
every  year  at  the  church  talent  show 
and  any  other  chance  I  get.  I've 
never  lost  my  love  of  the  drums, 
though  singing  is  and  has  always 


been  my  first  love."  Thanks  for  your 
news,  Frances. 

Take  care  of  yourselves,  and 
write  to  me.  My  best  to  all  of  you. 


Corley  Gibson  Friesen 
P.O.  Box  533 
Silverthorne,  CO  80498 
corleyfriesen@comcast.net 


Rebecca  Spitzer  Harvill 
1058  Woodmont  Drive 
Staunton,  VA  24401 
becbub@earthlink.net 


Ruth  Gillespie  Simpson 
6610  Elgin  Eane 
Bethesda,  MD  20817 
regs2000@aol.com 

I  am  sad  to  report  the  loss  of  two 
more  classmates. 

Antoinette  "Toni"  Miller 
Drain  died  at  home  on  Nov.  16, 
2008,  after  battling  breast  cancer 
for  nine  months.  She  leaves  her 
husband,  John,  two  daughters,  two 
sons,  and  one  granddaughter. 

Vera  Bestwick  Willis  died  at 
home  on  Nov.  22,  2008.  She  had 
been  bedridden  since  February  after 
a  stroke  and  heart  attack.  She  leaves 
her  husband,  Ranee. 

Our  deepest  sympathy  goes  to 
their  families  and  friends. 

There  have  now  been  two 
issues  with  no  news  from  '54.  Please 
contact  me.  I  hope  we  have  great 
attendance  at  our  55th  reunion. 


Christine  Harper  Hovis 

1481  Balboa  St. 

San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93405 

chrishovis@aol.com 

First  of  all,  thank  you  to  everyone 
for  sending  me  your  news  so 
faithfully.  I  start  thinking  that 
I  won't  have  anything  for  the 
upcoming  issue,  then  the  e-mails 
flood  in.  Although  I  am  not  a 
fan  of  the  computer,  I  do  love  the 
instant  gratification  of  fast  mail,  and 
sometimes  I  feel  as  if  I've  actually 
learned  something  of  the  inner 
workings  of  the  computer.  And  then 
in  the  blink  of  an  eye,  the  whole 
shebang  wanders  off  into  the  ether. 
Enough  said;  on  to  the  news,  and 


I  hope  you  all  had  a  great  holiday 
because  you  will  be  reading  this  in 
the  spring. 

Last  August,  I  received  an 
email  from  Joan  Ferrall  Shaw. 
She  was  slightly  overwhelmed 
with  costuming  tor  this  year's 
performance  of  Camelot  with 
approximately  100  kids.  Yes,  Joan, 
Mr.  Klein  would  have  been  proud 
of  you!  She  was  also  trying  to  locate 
her  '53-'54  Battlefield  for  a  picture 
titled  "Give  It  Your  Best  Shot"  ("Get 
the  Picture?"),  which  appeared 
in  [the  Fall/Winter  '08]  UMW 
Magazine.  It  was  called  the  mystery 
shot  because  no  one  was  able  to 
identify  the  girls  in  the  photograph. 
I  found  my  copies  of  the  yearbooks 
and  recognized  most  of  them,  but  I 
couldn't  remember  the  names. 

Charlotte  Fisher  Klapproth 

emailed  me  last  October  with  some 
sad  news.  On  June  23,  2008,  Sue 
Bedell  Albee  died  of  lung  cancer. 
Her  son,  Rick,  wrote  Charlotte  that 
his  mother  had  been  having  upper 
back  pain  for  a  few  months  when 
the  cancer  was  discovered.  She  had 
chemo  and  radiation,  but  the  cancer 
had  spread  extensively.  I  know  I  can 
speak  for  all  of  us  in 
sending  sympathy 
to  the  whole  family. 
We  will  miss  her, 
too.  November  news 
from  Charlotte  told 
of  her  activities. 
However,  I 
discovered  that  my 
printer  decided  to 
edit  much  of  the 
information  and  chopped  off  the 
last  three  words  on  each  sentence. 
Of  course,  I  had  deleted  the  original 
message  and  kept  promising 
myself  I  would  call  and  straighten 
it  out,  but  never  did.  Here  go  my 
calculated  guesses.  Hopefully,  it  is 
close  to  what  was  written:  She  goes 
to  Baltimore  to  dogs  (Dog  shows,  I 
presume.  Going  to  the  dogs  doesn't 
sound  quite  right).  Somebody  plays 
golf  each  day,  and  Charlotte  quilts 
with  her  church  group  every  month. 
(Sorry,  Charlotte!) 

News  from  Mary  Kate  Bird 

Dellet  revealed  that  her  husband, 
John,  died  of  throat  cancer  on  June 
19,  2008.  She  said  it  happened 
quite  suddenly,  but  all  the  children 
gathered  around  and  were  with 
them  the  last  couple  of  weeks. 
Their  family  grew  very  close,  and 
the  older  children  got  to  know 
the  youngest  much  better  as  they 
saw  him  care  tenderly  for  his 
father.  Mary  Kate  is  grateful  for 
the  52  years  that  she  and  John 
had  together.  Her  oldest  daughter 


suggested  that  Mary  Kate  do 
something  interesting  every  minute, 
and  she  has  been  following  her 
advice,  such  as  acquiring  a  therapy 
cat  who  flies  free  with  her  on 
frequent  flights  between  Oregon 
and  Arizona.  She  planned  to  spend 
Thanksgiving  in  Las  Vegas  to  see 
her  son-in-law  race,  then  on  to 
Illinois  to  spend  pre-Christmas  with 
her  son  and  family.  During  spring 
break  she  planned  to  travel  to 
Cancun,  Mexico,  with  her  daughter. 
Again,  I  speak  for  all  in  sending  our 
sympathy  to  the  whole  family. 

Our  sympathies  also  go  to 
Lena  French  Fuller,  who  writes 
that  her  husband,  Bob,  passed 
away  Aug.  27,  2008.  They,  too,  had 
been  married  for  52  years.  She 
said  he  also  had  fond  memories 
of  Mary  Washington,  as  he  came 
often  for  the  four  years  that  she 
was  there.  Frenchie  continues 
mapping  the  original  Lord  Fairfax 
and  commonwealth  land  grants  for 
Shenandoah  County,  Va.  For  some 
time  she  has  been  drawing  each 
and  every  place  on  the  USGS  1996 
quadrant  maps.  Her  plans  are  to 
publish  an  atlas  of  all  these  surveys 
in  a  few  years. 


Georgette  Kirkendall  Harrison  '50 
works  with  Literacy  Volunteers 
and  has  a  79-year-old  student  who 
voted  for  the  first  time  in  the  2008 
presidential  election. 


Margaret  Gates  Ruff  wrote 
that  she  had  a  call  from  Jo  Jane 
Williams  Van  Hook,  and  they 
caught  up  on  their  children.  She 
hadn't  heard  from  roommate  Polly 
Sachs  Ohman  in  years,  although 
they  live  in  the  same  state;  also,  she 
had  no  news  from  Betsy  Blackwell 
Fowler.  OK,  you  two,  you  heard 
it  here.  In  July,  Margaret  and  her 
husband  drove  to  Alberta,  Canada, 
and  spent  five  days  at  spectacular 
Lake  Louise.  She  was  expecting 
her  sixth  grandson  to  be  born  in 
January.  This  makes  three  girls  and 
three  boys,  plus  two  step-grandsons 
and  one  step-granddaughter.  They 
all  live  within  10  miles  of  her 
house,  so  she  said  that  her  cup  truly 
"runneth  over." 

Last  February,  Barbara  Trites 
Peterson  and  her  husband  enjoyed 
a  relaxing  western  Caribbean  cruise. 
Then  in  May,  the  bottom  fell  out:  her 
husband  suffered  a  massive  stroke 
and  was  also  diagnosed  with  stage  4 
cancer  of  the  colon,  liver,  lungs,  and 
other  areas.  He  was  in  no  pain,  which 
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was  an  answer  to  their  prayers.  They 
planned  to  have  close  friends  from 
Florida  join  them  for  Thanksgiving, 
followed  by  a  visit  from  their  son  and 
wife  at  Christmas. 

There  was  no  snow  in  Green 
Bay,  Wis.,  as  of  Nov.  7,  wrote  Betsy 
Land  Johnson.  However,  I'm  pretty 
sure  they  will  have  had  lots  of  it  by 
the  time  this  gets  to  you  all.  She 
and  her  oldest  daughter  traveled 
to  the  San  Juan  Islands,  Wash.,  last 
June.  They  island-hopped  with  the 
Washington  State  ferry  system  and 
saw  some  lovely  scenic  spots.  They 
also  spent  several  days  on  the  wild, 
windy  coast  of  the  state  and  walked 
the  beaches,  jumping  over  the  many 
driftwood  logs  scattered  on  the 
shore.  Later,  she  traveled  to  the  East 
Coast  to  join  her  sister  and  extended 
family  for  a  week  at  Myrtle  Beach, 
S.C.  She  remarked  that  it  was  quite 
a  contrast. 

Betsy  Blackwell  Fowler  sent 
an  email  on  Nov.  7,  saying  that 
she  and  her  husband  were  leaving 
in  three  days  for  Goa,  India.  Her 
husband,  Jim,  was  to  present  a  paper 
to  an  Indian  security  organization. 
Although  Jim  is  retired,  he  still 
likes  to  stay  involved.  This  was  to 
be  Betsys  fourth  trip  to  India.  In 
September,  she  accompanied  her 
husband  to  a  "revisitation"  program 
hosted  by  the  South  Korean 
government  for  all  those  military 
veterans  who  had  served  during  the 
Korean  conflict.  This  program  has 
been  in  existence  for  about  30  years. 
They  enjoyed  the  Korean  hospitality, 
staying  about  a  week,  and  then  they 
spent  a  week  in 
Beijing.  She  said  it 
was  quite  a  beautiful 
city,  still  spiffy  from 
the  Olympics.  She 
was  holding  her  own 
as  far  as  Parkinsons 
disease  goes,  thanks 
to  good  medical 
attention  and 
support  from  family 
and  friends. 


UNIVERSITY  of 

Mary  Washington 


In  this  lively  narrative,  Distinguished  Professor  of  History  William 
B.  Crawley  Jr.  depicts  events  at  UMW  within  a  broad  perspective, 
showing  how  developments  on  campus  mirrored  the  often  tumultuous 
social  and  cultural  changes  sweeping  the  nation. 

While  giving  due  attention  to  the  milestone  events  -  from  the 
laying  of  the  first  building's  cornerstone  through  the  2008  Centennial 
celebration  -  the  book  also  addresses  controversial  topics  such  as  the 
decision  for  coeducation,  periodic  name-change  debates,  and  the  ill- 
fated  presidency  of  William  Frawley. 

Much  of  the  appeal  of  A  Centennial  History  derives  from  Professor 
Crawley's  colorful  accounts  of  student  life.  Encompassing  both  the 
frivolous  and  the  serious,  the  narrative  describes  such  traditions  as 
May  Day,  Devil-Goat  Day,  Halloweens,  and  100th  Night,  as  well  as  the 
Honor  System  and  the  highly  successful  athletic  program. 

Professor  Crawley  offers  a  vivid  portrait  of  the  University's  first 
century  from  the  unique  vantage  of  one  who  not  only  observed  but  also 
participated  in  many  of  the  events  he  describes.  This  astute  analyst 
and  masterful  storyteller  provides  an  account  that  will  engage  and 
delight  all  those  acquainted  with  the  University  of  Mary  Washington. 


Order  online  at  www.umw.edu/centennialhistory.  Or  call  540/654-1055. 


,CSNTENNIA<    HISTOM 
1908-2008 


or  seen  her  in  years,  all  her  life  is 
news!  She  and  Carl  moved  back 
east  to  Charlottesville,  Va.,  two 
years  ago  to  be  near  their  daughter 
and  family  in  their  "old  age."  They 
have  six  grandchildren  -  two  in 
Charlottesville,  ages  7  and  12,  and 
four  in  Connecticut,  all  in  their  20s. 
Pat  and  Carl's  big  travel  every  year 
is  to  France,  where  they  spend  a 
minimum  of  one  month.  This  year 
it  will  be  to  Paris  for  the  month  of 
March  to  celebrate  her  birthday  and 
their  55th  anniversary.  She  hopes 
to  attend  a  reunion  now  that  she  is 
back  on  the  East  Coast.  OK,  that's  a 
promise.  You  all  are  witnesses! 


Frances  Chesson  LaCamera  '51 
still  plays  the  jazz  drums  every 
year  at  the  church  talent  show  and 
"any  other  chance  I  get"  She  has 
never  lost  her  love  of  the  drums, 


L 


though  singing  is  her  first  love. 


A  quick  note  from  Coralyn 
White  McGeehan  reported  that 
she  had  lunch  with  Minnie  Brooks 
Rainey  Mayberry  and  Minnie's 
husband  and  daughter.  They  were 
on  their  way  to  Annapolis,  Md., 
for  Tom's  reunion.  No  other  news, 
other  than  it  was  quiet  in  Northern 
Virginia,  and  she  would  try  to  do 
something  exciting  next  year.  That's 
what  I  always  say,  too!  Somehow  it 
never  seems  to  happen. 

I  finally  got  the  correct  address 
for  Pat  McKey  Headland.  She  said 
that  since  nobody  has  heard  from 


Nancy  Shope  Armbruster 

wrote  that  her  son,  daughter,  and 
husband  climbed  Santa  Fe  Baldy,  a 
challenging  12,000-foot  peak  near 
Santa  Fe,  N.M.,  where  Nancy  and 
Edward  live.  Toward  the  end  of 
June,  they  went  to  the  Armbruster 
family  reunion  in  Kilmarnock, 
Va.,  then  drove  to  Radford,  Va., 
where  their  daughter  is  a  professor 
of  counselor  education  at  Radford 
University.  On  Labor  Day  weekend, 
Nancy  and  Edward  traveled  to  Los 
Angeles  for  a  weekend  at  the  beach 
with  another  daughter  and  family. 


Now  back  home  at  El  Castillo 
Retirement  Residences,  Nancy 
doesn't  expect  to  take  any  more  trips 
in  the  foreseeable  future. 

Just  under  the  wire,  I  received 
this  email  from  Sally  Hanger 
Moravitz:  She  was  ending  her 
dance  career  by  going  back  to 
the  beginning.  In  November,  she 
taught  a  workshop  for  the  Potomac 
Chapter  of  the  Sacred  Dance 
Guild  on  Doris  Humphrey's  fall 
and  recovery  and  new  dance.  The 
workshop  was  a  reprise  from  the 
guild's  50th  anniversary  in  July  in 
Connecticut.  She  and  Fran  spent 
New  Years  on  a  cruise  ship  in  the 
Caribbean  with  their  two  sons 
and  their  families  as  an  early  50th 
wedding  anniversary  celebration. 

Mary-Margaret  Papstein 
Carter  and  her  husband  enjoyed 
time  at  the  New  Jersey  shore  last 
summer.  In  September,  they  took  a 
trip  to  Montreal  and  Quebec  City 
and  returned  by  way  of  Maine  so 
they  could  eat  lots  of  fried  clams. 
They  planned  to  be  home  for  the 
holiday  with  their  children  and 
grandchildren.  In  January,  they 
planned  to  travel  to  Arizona  for 
a  short  stay;  both  she  and  her 
husband  have  part-time  jobs, 
and  they  no  longer  go  away  for 
the  whole  winter  as  they  did  for  a 
number  of  years. 

Mary-Margaret  met  Carol 
Cooper  in  Fredericksburg  for  Mary 
Washington's  100th  anniversary, 
and  they  had  a  terrific  time.  I  have 
to  quote  what  she  said  about  one 
event,  mainly  because  this  would 
have  caused  apoplexy  in  any  dean  of 
women  in  our  era.  "As  they  always 


do,  they  put  on  a  wonderful  and 
lavish  event.  At  the  formal  dinner, 
the  entertainment  was  a  couple 
doing  ballroom  dancing.  You  felt 
you  were  at  Dancing  with  the  Stars. 
In  addition  to  that  ball  for  alumni, 
they  had  another  one  for  students. 
We  were  blown  away  to  see  the  open 
bar  there!  They  did  check  for  age, 
but  it  was  a  far  cry  from  what  we 
remember." 

News  from  the  'Burg  via  Ann 
Strickler  Doumas:  She  said  that 
Judy  Hample's  arrival  in  July  as  the 
new  UMW  president  appeared 
seamless.  Ann  said  Hample  is 
already  on  the  fund-raising  train, 
which  seems  the  main  job  of  a 
president.  Ann  added  that  she  is 
enjoying  William  Crawley's  book, 
University  of  Mary  Washington:  A 
Centennial  History,  1908  -  2008, 
and  she  sees  him  often  at  book 
signings.  The  book  is  so  readable 
and  humorous,  she  said.  Her  big 
family  news  was  the  early  arrival 
of  her  latest  grandson.  He  was 
born  in  Providence,  R.I.,  weighed 
3  pounds,  1 1  ounces,  and,  thanks 
to  the  neonatal  intensive  care 
unit  at  the  hospital  and  a  Ronald 
McDonald  House,  he  and  his  mom 
went  home  after  a  few  weeks  and 
five  pounds  added. 

In  reflection,  after  sitting  down 
and  writing  this  newsletter  (which 
was  difficult),  I  feel  sad  to  realize 
that  life  is  changing  for  many  of 
us.  Somehow,  I  always  thought 
that  we  would  go  on  forever  or 
at  least  remain  much  the  same  as 
we  were  in  1955  -  well,  at  least  in 
spirit,  if  not  in  body  -  and  I  guess 
most  of  us  feel  that  way.  For  those 
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who  have  lost  a  longtime  partner, 
saying  "I'm  sorry"  or  "We  send 
sympathy"  seems  trite  or  simply  not 
enough,  but  it  is  heartfelt  and  meant 
sincerely.  1  think  all  we  can  do  is 
keep  the  memories  ot  the  good,  bad, 
tun,  and  silly  times  we  had,  and 
that  will  mean  that  the  person  will 
truly  live  forever,  no  matter  what. 
Take  care,  and  until  next  time,  be 
irresponsible  once  in  a  while. 

Ann  Chilton  Power 
7301  Lakota  Road 
Remington,  VA  22734 
acpoweri@earthlink.net 

Beverley  Rogers  Whitley  sent 
greetings  to  all.  Last  year,  she  and 
Bill  saw  "Ace"  and  Ann  Sullivan 
Parker  and  Tommy  and  Carlene 
Mitchell  Bass  '54  at  the  Old  Grads 
weekend  at  Randolph  Macon.  Bev 
has  been  hosting  her  classmates 
from  Stuart  Circle  at  her  cottage  at 
Nags  Head.  N.C.,  each  October  for 
the  past  three  years.  She  has  five 
more  states  to  visit  to  complete  her 
plan  to  see  all  50. 

When  Anne  Sullivan  Parker 
saw  Betty  Marshall  Whitlock's 

name  in  this  column,  she 
re-established  contact  with  her  long- 
lost  friend  and  they  got  together 
with  their  spouses  on  Kiawah  Island 
in  South  Carolina  last  August.  Are 
you  missing  an  old  friend?  Let  me 
know.  I  am  looking  for  Connie 
Crigler  and  Mary  Landon  Noland. 

Wallace  and  Dixie  Moore 
Kirby  went  on  a  Duke  alumni  trip 
last  September,  touring  Normandy, 
Brittany,  and  Paris.  They  are 
enjoying  life  at  Givens  Estates  in 
Asheville,  N.C.  Also  living  at  this 
retirement  community  are  three 
other  alumnae:  Mary  Lyne  Kucera 
Morrisey  '50,  and  sisters  Barbara  E. 
Campbell  '52  and  Betty  Campbell 
Mantiply  '53. 

Meg  White  Fary  chaired  the 
cookbook  committee  at  St.  Mary  of 
the  Hills  Episcopal  Church,  which 
produced  the  top-selling  Everyday 
Feasts  and  Festivals.  The  church  is 
located  in  Blowing  Rock,  N.C,  and 
is  featured  in  the  fictional  Mitford 
series  of  books  by  Jan  Karon.  Meg 
and  Frank  help  prepare  meals  once 
a  month  for  a  homeless  shelter. 
They  enjoy  going  to  Quantico  each 
year  for  the  Marine  Corps  birthday 
celebration,  and  they  fondly 
remember  all  those  dates  there 
during  Meg's  senior  year  at  MWC. 

Ann  Mitchell  Wood  and  I  get 

together  infrequently  for  lunch, 


as  our  schedules 

permit.  She  stays 

busy  with  bridge, 

volunteer  work, 

traveling  with 

friends,  and  visiting 

her  children  from 

New  York  to 

Colorado.  I  think 

she  told  me  she  has  taken  up 

bowling.  She  had  successful  cataract 

surgery  last  year;  I  was  scheduled 

tor  the  same  before  Christmas  with 

the  same  doctor. 


rLena  French  Fuller  '55  is  mapping 
the  original  Lord  Fairfax  and 
■  commonwealth  land  grants  for 
Shenandoah  County,  Va.  She 
plans  to  publish  an  atlas. 


honorary  degree.  Nanalou  reports 
that  Beth  Poteet  Pollard  and 
Connie  Hook  Felvey  have  each 
served  a  term  on  the  Alumni  Board. 


Tim  and  Mickey  Foley 
McDaniel  spent  two  weeks  in  a  villa 
in  Tuscany  with  two  other  couples. 
While  in  Italy,  they  also  traveled 
to  Rome,  Sorrento,  the  Amalfi 
Coast,  the  Isle  of  Capri,  and  the 
ruins  of  Pompeii.  Mickey  stays  busy 
with  family,  church,  tennis,  and 
volunteer  work.  She  was  considering 
going  to  UMW  for  Judy  Hamples 
inauguration  in  April. 

Anne  DePadro  Bloom  was 

in  Chicago  for  a  fall  wedding. 
She  is  still  active  in  real  estate  in 
Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.  Lee  Blank 
Richmond  wrote  from  Baltimore, 
Md.,  that  postretirement,  she  is  still 
teaching. 

Frieda  Headley  Byrd  was 

looking  forward  to  having  her  five 
children,  their  spouses,  and  1 1 
grandchildren  over  the  holidays. 
Her  oldest  grandson  finished  law 
school  last  year  and  joined  the 
district  attorney's  office  in  Bibb 
County,  Ga.,  after  passing  the 
Georgia  bar  exam.  Frieda's  lawn 
keeps  her  busy.  She  teaches  an  adult 
Sunday  school  class  and  sings  in  the 
church  choir. 

Suzanne  Borke  Grasberger, 
Beverley  Almond  Tucker,  and 
Louise  Hanselman  Bowman,  along 
with  their  spouses  and  children, 
attended  the  Montpelier  Hunt 
Races  at  Montpelier  Station,  Va.,  in 
November.  This  has  been  an  annual 
family  outing  for  20  years. 

Judi  Smith  Hermanson  enjoys 
her  city  home  in  San  Diego  and  her 
mountain  cabin,  where  she  paints, 
wanders  in  the  forest,  and  watches 
rocks  grow!  She  travels  periodically 
to  New  Jersey  to  visit  her  daughter. 

Nanalou  West  Sauder  tops 
us  all  in  service  to  our  alma  mater 
and  was  honored  in  September 
with  a  two-year  appointment  as 
Rector  of  the  University.  Nanalou 
was  very  busy  in  '08  with  Board  of 
Visitors  duties  and  the  Centennial 
Campaign.  She  also  attended  2008 
commencement,  where  Sen.  John 
Warner  spoke  and  received  an 


Ozzie  Mask,  who  for  years 
has  directed  the  Potomac  Sweet 
Adelines,  went  to  Hawaii  last  fall  for 
the  world  championships  of  Adeline 
choruses.  She  called  Nanalou  from 
there  on  Election  Day. 

As  I  write  this  before  the 
holidays,  I  plan  to  have  a  crowd 
here  on  the  farm  for  Thanksgiving 
and  then  fly  on  Christmas  day  to 
Reno  to  visit  my  son  and  his  family. 
I  am  late  to  the  grandmother  status, 
but  enjoy  two  granddaughters, 
ages  7  and  9,  and  two  3-year-old 
grandsons,  just  four  months  but 
many  miles  apart  -  Reno,  Nev.,  and 
Alexandria,  Va.  I  keep  busy  with  my 
newspaper  column,  volunteering 
at  the  local  food  bank,  and 
maintaining  a  little  social  life. 


Mary  "Polly"  Smith  Nelson 
4831  W.Bay  Villa  Ave. 
Tampa,  FL  33611-1009 
pollys35@gmail.com 

Susannah  Godlove 
6  Peyton  St.,  Apt.  IE 
Winchester,  VA  22601 
sgodlove@valleyhealthlink.com 

As  I  write  this,  it's  hard  to  believe 
it  was  six  months  ago  that  we  were 
at  UMW  celebrating  our  50th 
reunion.  During  Reunion  Weekend 
2008,  our  Class  won  the  Eagle 
Award  for  having  the  highest  giving 
participation.  We  ranked  fifth  in  the 
amount  of  funds  donated.  Seeing 
the  photo  in  the  UMW  2007-2008 
President's  Message  and  Annual 
Report  of  Gifts  brought  back  a  lot  of 
wonderful  memories. 

As  for  events  in  my  life  since 
our  reunion:  June  24  -  all  four 
wheels  were  stolen  from  my  2006 
Ford  Focus;  June  27  -  I  missed  a 
stop  sign,  a  woman  hit  the  front  end 
of  my  vehicle,  and  I  was  charged 
with  failure  to  yield  right  of  way; 
Aug.  3  -  while  going  down  stairs 
at  the  house,  I  missed  a  step  and 


fell  on  the  landing  on  my  left  hip 
but  did  not  break  any  bones;  Oct. 
28  -  a  rock  chipped  a  place  on  my 
windshield  (it  was  smaller  than  a 
quarter  and  my  insurance  covered 
the  repair).  There  is  a  country  song 
that  goes:  "If  it  weren't  for  bad  luck, 
I'd  have  no  luck  at  all."  Thankfully,  I 
can  still  walk,  talk,  and  feed  myself, 
and  I  work  per  diem  at  Behavioral 
Health  Services,  Winchester 
Medical  Center. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  hearing 
from  you  in  2009. 


Edna  Gooch  Trudeau 
8200  St.  Peter's  Lane 
New  Kent,  VA  23124 
ednanewkent@peoplepc.com 

Hopefully,  you  all  have  received  the 
first  reunion  letter  regarding  our 
50th!  The  date,  May  29-31,  2009, 
should  be  engraved  in  your  minds. 
Also,  remember  that  several  activities 
are  planned  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  so  try  to  make  it  to  those. 
There  has  been  a  lot  of  planning 
going  on  by  our  reunion  and  funding 
committees.  Please  give  them  your 
support,  and  let's  make  our  50th  the 
best  in  attendance  and  participation. 
What  a  celebration  this  will  be! 

News  was  sparse,  but  I  know 
how  busy  retirement  can  be.  A 
phone  call  from  Ann  Brooks 
Coutsoubinas  informs  us  that 
her  dad  is  90  and  going  strong. 
Brooksie  plans  retirement  on  July 
1  -  finally!  Daughter  Anastasia 
and  son  Gregory  are  doing 
great.  Greg  returned  safely  from 
Afghanistan. 

Irene  Piscopo  Rodgers  is 

now  a  contractor  for  FEI,  no 
longer  a  consultant.  It  gives  her  the 
opportunity  to  work  and  travel  less, 
which  she  certainly  enjoys.  She  said 
Don  is  doing  well. 

Geraldine  Jenks  Winston's 

husband,  Addison,  passed  through 
New  Kent  on  his  way  to  see  friends 
in  Richmond.  We  had  a  delightful 
visit,  recalling  old  memories. 
Eleanor  Markham  Old's  husband, 
Arthur,  writes  and  finds  plenty  to  do 
to  keep  him  busy.  Cecile  Duncan 
Folan  took  a  month's  trip  to  Africa 
in  the  fall  -  how  exciting! 

One  last  item:  I'm  supposed 
to  have  a  grandson  in  March, 
compliments  of  my  sweet  Virginia 
and,  of  course,  a  little  help  from 
Matt.  How  about  that  news! 


4H 
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Karen  Larsen  Nelson 

2550  S.  Ellsworth  Road,  Unit  399 

Mesa,  AZ  85209 

karenlarsen60@alumni.umw.edu 

Jody  Campbell  Close 
3653  Kingswood  Court 
Clermont,  FL  34711 
jodycampbellclose60@alumni.umw.edu 

It's  hard  to  believe  that  by  the  time 
you  receive  this  news,  our  50th 
reunion  will  be  only  a  year  away. 
Where  has  the  time  gone?  We  hope 
you  have  marked  your  calendars  for 
June  4-6,  2010.  Several  classmates 
have  reported  in  for  the  first  time. 
We're  thrilled  to  hear  from  them. 

We  are  delighted  that  Tucker 
Freeman  Viccellio  decided  it  was 
time  to  share  her  story:  She  was 
a  Navy  wife  for  24  years,  living 
in  Turkey,  Japan,  and  Spain  as 
well  as  California,  Nebraska,  and 
Washington,  D.C.  When  John 
retired  the  first  time,  they  settled  in 
the  D.C.  area.  After  10  years,  they 
moved  to  North  Carolina  (first 
Chapel  Hill,  then  Charlotte).  Two 
of  their  three  daughters  moved  to 
Charlotte  to  be  near  them.  Their 
third  daughter  lives  in  San  Diego. 
They  celebrated  their  50th  wedding 
anniversary  in  June  and  felt  blessed 
to  have  Cary  Tilton  Doyle  and 
Lucy  Geohagan  Cheshire  '59  there. 
Tucker  and  John  are  grandparents 
to  seven.  Tucker  is  on  the  board 
of  Christian  Adoption  Services 
and  on  the  vestry  of  their  new 
Anglican  church.  John  plays  with  a 
music  group,  is  a  master  gardener, 
and  they  both  enjoy  the  Charlotte 
Symphony  Orchestra. 

Home  for  Jane  Denslow 
McCrohan  and  Ed  is  now  a 
beautifully  restored  1930s  cottage 
in  Kingston,  Wash.  She  and  Ed  gave 
up  their  three-generation  family 
waterfront  home  in  North  Carolina 
to  be  near  their  only  child  and  to 
experience  the  beauty  of  the  Puget 
Sound.  They  still  live  on  the  water 
and  have  a  wonderful  garden.  They 
even  have  a  guesthouse  and  are 
hoping  many  Mary  Washington 
classmates  will  come  to  visit.  Rose 
Bennett  Gilbert  traveled  most  of 
last  summer,  first  on  a  press  trip 
to  Western  Ireland,  where  she 
wrote  an  article  for  her  syndicated 
column.  From  there  she  went  on  to 
the  Netherlands  in  September  to  be 
present  at  the  annual  "coming-out 
time"  of  the  Dutch  queen  -  a  warm, 
friendly  ceremony  compared  with 
the  appearances  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
of  England,  whom  she  has  also 


seen.  Although  she  is  doing  more 
travel  writing,  she  still  writes  her 
online  column  for  the  hardwoods 
manufacturers.  She  said  she  was 
having  too  much  tun  to  retire. 

Sandy  Poole  wrote  that  she 
learned  how  to  create  and  manage 
a  Web  page  for  her  church,  and  it 
is  now  online.  Sherry  Farrington 

Green  wrote  that  she  spent  five 
incredible  weeks  working  in  a 
hospital  in  a  village  in  Tanzania, 
Africa,  right  at  the  foothills  of 
Mount  Kilimanjaro.  After  seeing 
the  hardships  there,  Sandy  said 
she  will  never  again  complain 
about  waiting  an  hour  in  her 
doctor's  office.  She  plans  to  return 
there  this  year.  Betty  Ditmars 
Prosser's  summer  highlights  were 
a  visit  with  her  son  in  L.A.,  plus 
a  trip  to  Maine;  later  she  entered 
the  hospital  in  September  for 
another  hip  replacement.  As  we 
went  to  print,  we  had  not  yet  had 
a  report  on  how  she  was  doing. 
Speaking  ot  hip  replacements, 
Pat  Whittaker  Hanscom  wrote 
that  beginning  in  2007,  she  had 
three  hip  replacements  on  her 
right  hip  -  two  caused  by  falls  and 
a  third  by  a  middle-of-the  night 
displacement  the  night  before  her 
discharge  from  a  rehab  center.  Then 
she  suffered  another  displacement, 
with  no  surgery!  She  said  she  spent 
five  months  in  a  hospital  and  rehab 
centers  over  a  12-month  period.  As 
of  August  2008,  she  was  doing  well 
with  a  walker. 

Janet  Garriss  Lewis  and  her 

husband  were  commuting  between 

homes  in  Mechanicsville  and 

Woodbridge,  Va.,  until  her  husband 

decided  he  can  retire  and  they  can 

live  in  Mechanicsville  near  their 

grandchildren.  In  August,  they 

made  a  trip  through  Arkansas  and 

Tennessee,  where  she  especially 

enjoyed  seeing  the 

Parthenon.  She 

said  it's  as  close  as 

she  will  ever  get  to 

Greece  to  see  the 

real  thing.  She  is 

president  of  her  Beta 

Sigma  Phi  sorority 

chapter,  active  in 

the  Woodbridge 

Christian  Women's 

Club,  and  said  she 

has  a  "scrumptious" 

organic  garden.  Last 

summer  found  Jan  Latven  Allnut, 

Bob,  and  their  second  grandson  in 

Yellowstone  National  Park  on  an 

intergenerational  Elderhostel.  She 

said  they  learned  about  geysers, 

fumaroles,  and  hot  springs.  They 

also  rode  horses  and  bicycles  and 


kayaked  around  the  park.  Last 
November,  they  were  heading 
on  a  three-week  trip  to  Northern 
India  with  several  of  their  traveling 
friends.  When  they're  home,  they 
play  tennis  to  keep  in  shape. 

Nancy  Cleaves  Blaydes 

and  her  husband  were  headed 
to  Turkey  last  September.  We 
finally  heard  from  Tina  Baensch 
Raver-Meltesen.  She  spent  most  of 
her  career  as  a  television  producer, 
and  for  six  years  was  the  head  of 
production  at  a  major  company. 
She  is  now  a  landscape  designer 
and  serves  on  the  board  of  The 
Nature  Conservancy.  She  has  two 
daughters  -  one  teaches  at  New 
York  University  and  the  other  is  an 
actress  -  and  they  have  provided 
her  with  four  grandchildren.  She 
and  Chris  live  during  the  week  in 
New  York  City  and  spend  weekends 
in  Bridgehampton,  NY.  Winter 
finds  them  in  Switzerland  skiing, 
hiking,  and  attending  the  Salzburg 
Music  Festival.  She  had  been  taking 
French  classes,  and  they  are  both 
avid  classical  music  and  opera 
enthusiasts. 

Patty  Garvin  Dyke  pictures 
our  class  how  we  looked  during 
our  Mary  Washington  days.  She 
wrote,  "I'll  be  so  disappointed  if  they 
all  don't  look  like  the  young  and 
beautiful  class  of '60  when  Reunion 
Weekend  comes."  Patty  and  her 
husband  are  OK  but  "doing  a  lot  to 
support  the  medical  infrastructure." 
John  has  had  both  knees  replaced. 
Patty  discovered  she  had  blown  out 
discs  in  her  spine  and  had  surgery, 
including  support  rods,  and  months 
of  therapy.  Despite  nerve  damage, 
she  can  walk  unaided.  In  October, 
they  planned  to  attend  John's  50th 
high  school  reunion,  then  in  January 
to  visit  his  102-year-old  mother  and 
Patty's  102-year-old  aunt. 


After  careers  in  broadcasting, 
communications,  and  advertising 
and  public  relations,  Timmi 
Pierce  '62  is  executive  director  of 
the  Historical  Society  of  Carroll 
County,  Md.,  and  has  a  Morgan 
sport  horse  breeding  operation. 


Cyd  Day  Getchell  wrote  that 
great  things  are  happening  on  the 
Rosebud  Sioux  Reservation,  where 
her  foundation  works  to  stamp 
out  illiteracy.  Cyd  partners  with 
Mary  Martin  '62  in  this  project, 
and  Mary  has  collected  30-40 


cartons  ot  children's  books  for  the 
schools  there.  If  you  are  interested 
in  learning  more  about  Cyd's 
monumental  etlort,  we  can  provide 
you  with  her  email  address.  Linda 
Fuller  Watkins  loves  receiving 
our  birthday  news  every  month 
because  it  reminds  her  of  her  Mary 
Washington  friends.  Penny  Fngle 
Burkhardt  was  up  to  her  ears 
working  on  the  political  campaign 
last  fall.  For  two  of  those  many 
weeks,  she  hauled  70-pound  mail 
bags  around.  In  four  years,  she  said, 
she  will  be  too  old  to  do  that  and 
will  have  to  ask  for  another  job. 

Sad  news:  In  September, 
Martha  Butler  Lebovitz  lost 
her  husband  to  liver  cancer.  She 
wrote  that  he  lived  only  a  few  days 
after  the  diagnosis.  Our  thoughts 
and  prayers  have  been  with  her. 
Betty  Bruce  Shepard  has  been 
busy  with  numerous  professional 
presentations  of  her  book,  Virginia: 
An  Alphabetical  Journey  Through 
History,  designed  for  school-age 
children.  She  continues  to  enjoy 
her  five  grandchildren  and  goes  to 
many  of  their  athletic  competitions. 
Being  a  "grandmommy"  is  her 
favorite  role.  Elaine  Smith  Venn  has 
been  battling  cancer  for  10  years; 
in  October  it  returned  in  her  liver. 
She  is  doing  holistic  treatment  and 
chemotherapy,  but  it  hasn't  slowed 
her  down.  She  still  travels  and  has 
still  spent  summers  at  the  beach 
with  family  and  friends. 

Nancy  Moncure  Deiss  finds 
it  "amazing  and  heartwarming  to 
read  about  classmates  doing  the 
same  things"  she  is,  and  sad  to  read 
about  health  problems  and  deaths. 
Like  Betty  Shepard,  her  favorite 
role  is  being  "grandmommy"  to 
her  seven  grandchildren.  She 
and  Bill  enjoyed  two  trips  last 
year  -  one  to  St.  Barth  and  one  to 
the  Cotswolds  to  visit  friends  who 
live  in  a  very  old  arts  and  crafts 
home.  She  still  loves  working  at  the 
National  Gallery  of  Art,  and  Bill 
still  works  with  the  Falls  Church 
Anglican  community.  In  this  role, 
he  travels  to  less  fortunate  countries, 
including  Nigeria,  and  has  never 
"met  a  third  world  country  he 
doesn't  love."  Nancy  reminisced 
about  celebrating  her  birthdays  at 
Mary  Washington  with  a  cake  from 
the  local  bakery  and  everyone  on 
the  hall  enjoying  a  piece.  Bayla 
Goldberg  Manis  wrote  that  she 
is  alive  and  well  and  enjoyed  the 
birthday  lists  and  birthday  wishes 
from  classmates.  Another  long-lost 
classmate  who  reported  in  is  Clara 
Chandler  Parham  of  Richmond. 
Clara  married  in  her  junior  vear 
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and  completed  her  graduation 
requirements  in  August  I960.  Her 
husband  has  been  battling  cancer 
for  1 2  years,  but  they  are  hopeful 
and  monitoring  the  situation.  Clara 
said,  "You  just  keep  going." 

August  found  Gaye  Olsen  in 
Boston,  Lexington,  and  Concord, 
Mass..  and  then  on  a  small  cruise 
ship  to  some  of  the  islands  on  the 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  coast, 
as  well  as  Nantucket  and  Martha's 
Vineyard.  One  of  Terry  Eagles 
Dows  sons  was  married  last 
October.  Her  other  son  and  his 
wife  have  already  provided  them 
with  two  grandchildren.  Terry's 
husband  is  older  and  "becoming 
more  physically  challenged."  Terry 
still  works  part  time  at  a  medical 
educational  foundation  but  is 
now  also  caretaker  and  household 
manager. 

Syd  Collson  Chichester  lives 
in  Fredericksburg  and  is  another 
member  of  the  knee- replacement 
club  who  hasn't  slowed  down  much. 
She  still  is  mentoring  a  young  man 
in  high  school  and  volunteering  at 
two  animal  shelters  -  at  the  SPCA, 
fostering  "special  needs"  dogs  at 
home  that  need  more  TLC,  and  at 
the  local  "kill"  shelter  rescuing  Labs. 
She  helped  her  daughter  relocate 
to  Charlottesville,  and  reminisced 
about  her  weekends  at  the  Sigma  Nu 
frat  house  and  singing  "From  Rugby 
Road  to  Vinegar  Hill . . ."  (you 
remember  the  rest)  to  her  daughter, 
who  just  about  cracked  up  when  she 
heard  Syd  sing  it.  Grace  "Gay"  Hall 
Sullivan,  a  riding  pal  from  Oak  Hill 
Stables  during  college,  also  lives  in 
her  community.  Syd  planned  a  fall 
trip  to  the  Poconos  and  New  York 
state  and  is  looking  forward  to  our 
big  reunion. 

Jody  had  a  wonderful  trip  to 
Ireland  in  September,  seeing  one 
postcard  panorama  after  another. 
After  coming  home  sick,  she  not 
only  plunged  back  into  tundraising 
for  the  new  Clermont,  Fla.,  library, 
but  also  into  reunion  planning.  Next 
spring  seems  like  a  long  way  off,  but 
plans  need  to  be  organized  during 
2009!  Also,  Jody  has  been  selected 
for  the  Lake  County  Advisory 
Board  as  a  result  of  her  work  with 
the  local  Friends  of  the  Library. 
Once,  long  ago  while  on  a  business 
trip  to  Turkey,  Jody  rounded  a 
corner  at  a  remote  school  in  the 
shadow  of  the  wild  mountains  that 
separated  Armenia  from  Turkey. 
Suddenly,  she  came  upon  a  Mary 
Washington  classmate  singing  an 
American  playground  song  while 
teaching  a  group  of  children.  What 
a  small-world  moment!  More 


recently,  wink'  attending  a  Florida 

Library  Association  seminar,  Jody 

was  schmoozing  with  one  ol  the 

facilitators  when  she  recognized 

the  woman's  class  ring.  It  was 

Faye  Carrithers 

Roberts'70;  the  two 

strangers  embraced 

and  laughed  like 

old  friends.  You  just 

never  know  where 

or  when  the  reach 

and  influence  of  Mary  Washington 

will  be  felt. 

Darrell  and  I  (Karen)  planned 
to  spend  another  winter  taking 
round  dancing  (choreographed 
ballroom)  workshops  and  becoming 
active  in  our  new  church  home. 
November  found  us  in  Henderson, 
Nev,  celebrating  my  big  70th 
birthday  and  one  granddaughter's 
18th  birthday. 

Jody  and  I  are  looking  forward 
to  Reunion  Weekend.  We  already 
have  plans  under  way  and  are 
eagerly  anticipating  many  of  you 
offering  to  join  the  committee  and 
help  us  plan  the  best  50th  reunion 
ever.  But  we  can't  do  it  without  your 
help.  So  please  get  in  touch  with 
Jody  -  before  she  comes  after  you! 


Renee  Levinson  Laurents 
11906  Beatrice  St. 
Culver  City,  CA  90230 
arjle@aol.com 

Connie  Booth  Logothetis 
2816  Kennedy  Road 
Wilmington,  DE  19810 
logothet@comcast.net 

Lynne  Williams  Neave 
530  E.  86th  St. 
New  York,  NY  10028 
lyneave@aol.com 

From  Connie  (who  writes  about 
classmates  with  maiden  names  A 
through  G):  Thanks  to  those  of 
you  who  sent  in  news  of  yourselves 
and  others.  We  have  lost  another 
classmate;  Peggy  Jenkins  Prevost, 
Dixie  Babb  Rucker's  former 
roomie,  passed  away  on  July  22, 
2008,  after  a  short  battle  with 
cancer.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  two  daughters,  and  five 
grandchildren.  Hilda  Corker  Kelly 
has  fond  memories  of  freshman 
year  in  Cornell  with  Peggy.  Another 
sad  note,  this  from  Mary  Dodson 
Larson,  whose  husband,  Jim,  died 
on  Sept.  2,  2008,  of  congestive  heart 
failure.  Jim  had  worked  for  Amtrak, 
and  they  made  many  memorable 
trips  on  the  rails.  She  still  has  an 


Amtrak  pass,  plus  a  Delta  pass, 
as  their  oldest  daughter  is  a  Delta 
pilot,  so  she  intends  to  travel.  Our 
sympathies  go  out  to  these  families. 


Syd  Collson  Chichester  '60 
mentors  a  high  school  student  and 
volunteers  at  two  animal  shelters. 


Clara  Sue  Durden  Ashley  had 

a  busy  summer  and  fall.  Her  Air 
Force  son,  Park,  and  family  of  six 
(with  another  due  in  March)  were 
transferred  from  Virginia  to  Tyndall 
Air  Force  Base  in  Florida,  and  Clara 
Sue  helped  them  with  that  move. 
Youngest-son  Army  Maj.  Andrew 
was  able  to  come  home  briefly  from 
Afghanistan  to  be  the  best  man  for 
his  West  Point  friend's  wedding 
in  Norfolk  in  October.  He  was  to 
leave  Afghanistan  for  good  in  early 
January!  The  annual  fall  quilt  show 
at  Clara  Sue's  church,  which  she  has 
chaired  for  many  years,  was  a  great 
success  again  with  16  quilts  hung 
from  the  rafters!  The  Ashleys  got 
together  with  Jean  Ryan  Farrell 
and  Frank  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  in 
May  when  the  Farrells  were  up 
from  Atlanta  for  a  visit  with  Franks 
mother.  Barbara  Anderson  Lehto 
of  St.  Ignace,  Mich.,  emailed,  "No 
news,  I'm  afraid  -  we're  getting 
ready  to  close  up  the  house  and  load 
up  the  motor  home  for  our  annual 
trek  to  Arizona  for  the  winter."  Our 
ever-traveling  classmate  Eleanor 
Knight  Jensen  and  Cliff  also  went 
to  Arizona  in  October,  to  Scottsdale, 
Grand  Canyon,  and  Sedona.  Then 
they  left  on  Oct.  25  for  five  weeks  in 
St.  Barts  and  were  to  leave  Dec.  20 
to  spend  the  winter  in  Hawaii. 

Dee  Doran  Cairns  and  Doug 
of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  Patty 
Cairns  Hourin  and  Jim  of  Bay  St. 

Louis,  Miss.,  went  on  a  10-day  road 
trip  to  Texas  in  August.  The  four 
of  them  have  looked  at  continuing 
care  communities  in  Florida, 
Alabama,  and  Georgia,  and  on 
that  trip  visited  the  San  Antonio 
Army  Residence  Community 
where  Dee's  parents  lived.  Though 
Dee  said  they  will  stay  put  for  now, 
they  found  the  nicest  continuing 
care  communities  have  quite  long 
waiting  lists  and  they  hope  to  move 
in  the  next  five  years.  The  group's 
next  stop  was  Austin,  where  the 
Hourins  visited  Jimmy's  brother, 
and  they  saw  Patsy  Whitehead 
Towle,  who  has  Alzheimer's  and 
lives  in  a  nice  memory  care  facility 
near  her  daughter,  Stephanie.  Patsy 
seemed  to  recognize  them  and 
enjoy  the  visit,  especially  when  the 


guys  were  joking  around  with  her 
about  the  old  days!  Doug  and  Dee 
visited  her  99-year-old  godmother 
in  Dallas,  and  they  spent  three 
relaxing  days  with  cousins  on  Lake 
Texoma.  Dee  said  they  managed 
to  dodge  hurricanes  on  the  way 
home,  and  they  had  lots  of  fun  and 
lots  of  laughs. 

It  seems  that  romance  is  alive 
and  well,  even  bicoastal.  Our  lovely 
classmate  Carolyn  Crum  Pannu 
wrote  of  a  "truly  remarkable"  visit 
to  England  with  Dick  Burroughs, 
widower  of  Annie  Hopkins 
Burroughs.  Dick  and  Carolyn  have 
been  dating  since  August  2007, 
though  she  lives  in  San  Mateo,  Calif, 
and  he  lives  in  North  Carolina. 
She  said  she  enjoyed  visiting  Los 
Angeles  last  summer  with  Dick's 
friends  and  family,  and  that  they  had 
returned  from  his  niece's  wedding  in 
Charleston,  S.C.  Carolyn  met  UMW 
President  Judy  Hample  last  summer 
in  Woodside,  Calif,  at  the 
"remarkably  green,  stunning  home  of 
Iris  Harrell  '69,"  who  hosted  a  group 
of  UMW  graduates.  Carolyn  said 
Harrell  is  an  inspirational  alumna, 
and  that  it  was  fun  to  be  in  the 
enthusiastic  and  welcoming  circle. 
It  made  her  eager  for  our  UMW 
reunion  in  2011!  She  expected  her 
son,  Raj,  to  come  with  grandson 
Alex  for  Christmas  in  California,  and 
daughter  Kara  invited  Dick  and 
Carolyn  to  stay  at  her  abode  on  Twin 
Peaks  in  San  Francisco. 

As  for  Andy  and  me,  we  have 
made  a  BIG  decision  to  move  to 
Wilmington,  N.C.,  to  be  close  to  our 
daughter  Elaine's  family,  specifically 
grandson  Leo!  During  our  October 
visit,  we  found  a  lovely  historic  house 
three  blocks  from  Elaine,  but  it  is 
definitely  smaller  than  our  home  of 
more  than  40  years,  so  we  are  in  the 
throes  of  purging.  In  September,  we 
had  a  short  trip  to  Quebec  City,  and 
we  also  took  a  wonderful  two-week 
fall  trip  to  Peru  with  Elderhostel  and 
found  it  to  be  a  fascinating  place, 
both  its  people  and  natural  history. 
We  spent  a  week  on  an  Amazon 
riverboat  and  a  week  in  the  Andes 
in  the  Sacred  Valley  of  the  Incas 
and  Machu  Picchu.  It  is  definitely  a 
country  to  put  on  your  list. 

From  Renee  (who  writes  about 
classmates  with  maiden  names  H 
through  Q):  Hi,  all.  Well,  tsk  tsk  to 
most  of  you  as  I  have  heard  from 
only  four! 

Peggy  Howard  Hodgkins 

usually  spends  most  of  the  summer 
"at  the  lake"  in  Maine,  but  this  year 
she  headed  west  to  attend  three 
family  weddings  and  ended  up  in 
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Carmel,  Calif.  She  then  headed 
south  to  Long  Beach,  where  she 
went  on  a  Mexican  Riviera  cruise, 
stopping  in  Cabo  San  Lucas, 
Mazatlan,  and  Puerto  Vallarta, 
Mexico.  At  the  end  of  that  week, 
I  picked  her  up  at  the  Long  Beach 
pier,  and  we  came  back  to  L.A.,  then 
to  her  nephews  boat  in  Marina  del 
Rey.  He  is  Scott  Howard,  a  head  and 
neck  surgeon  at  UCLA,  who  lives 
on  a  beautiful  sailboat.  Peggy's  niece 
and  nephew  joined  us  for  lunch,  and 
Scott  kindly  took  all  of  us  sailing  for 
the  afternoon.  It  was  a  glorious  day 
on  the  water.  Peggy  stayed  with  me  a 
couple  of  nights  until  1  saw  her  off  at 
the  airport.  On  a  not-so-happy  note, 
Peggy  is  suffering  from  her  third 
attack  of  shingles  in  12  years. 

The  first  week  in  November, 
Dixie  Babb  Rucker  had  a  long 
layover  at  LAX,  of  which  I  was  the 
beneficiary.  I  picked  her  up  at  the 
airport  and  took  her  on  a  mini- 
sightseeing  tour  of  Beverly  Hills  and 
West  L.A.,  and  then  we  had  drinks 
at  the  Peninsula  in  Beverly  Hills  and 
dinner  in  Marina  del  Rey.  It  was 
absolutely  great  to  see  Dixie  -  she  is 
as  beautiful  as  ever  and  keeps  busy 
with  her  eight  grandchildren.  She 
was  on  her  way  to  Thailand  and 
Cambodia. 

Sylvia  Mcjilton  Woodcock 

attended  the  UMW  Foundation 
meeting  and  Presidents  Council 
dinner  last  fall.  The  next  day,  she 
and  Stuart  headed  to  Myrtle  Beach 
for  a  week,  Hilton  Head,  S.C.,  for  a 
second  week,  then  on  to  Savannah, 
Ga.,  to  visit  writh  her  "forever 
friend"  Marcia  Minton  Keech  and 
hubby,  Bill.  Sylvia  gave  Professor 
Bill  Crawley's  new  history  of  UMW 
a  very  good  review;  you  can  buy 
it  through  the  UMW  bookstore. 
Lynn  McCarthy  was  immersed 
in  all  the  political  goings-on  this 
year,  as  was  I.  Lynn  carries  on 
email  conversations  with  Judy 
Early  Bidwick  and  Betsy  Ottley 
Taggart.  Lynn's  happy  with  her 
kitchen  renovation,  though  it 
took  all  summer!  She  continues 
volunteer  work  with  her  "Little  Ole 
Ladies  at  The  Hood"  and  cemetery 
work,  which  includes  finishing 
touches  on  a  book  about  cemetery 
recordings.  Lynn  and  Graham 
Walker  Burns  continue  to  be 
college  sports  fans/rivals  between 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  football, 
with  UNC  basketball  thrown  into 
the  mix.  Graham's  husband,  Bud, 
passed  away  in  May  2008,  but  her 
grandchildren  keep  her  energized. 

Marcia  Minton  Keech  wrote 
about  visits  with  Sylvia  and  Stuart. 
Marcia  reports  that  Bill  is  doing 


great  after  chemotherapy  treatments 
for  his  melanoma,  and  his  prognosis 
is  good.  They  will  be  grandparents 
again  in  February,  thanks  to  their 
son  and  his  wife,  Maj-lene,  who 
hails  from  Denmark.  Marcia's  other 
grandchildren  are  tweens  and  teens, 
so  this  new  little  one  will  likely  be 
spoiled  rotten. 

I  had  a  lovely  lunch  with  Lloyd 
Tilton  Backstrom  and  her  hubby, 
Art,  last  summer  at  the  Getty  Center 
art  museum.  They  were  here  to 
embark  on  a  cruise  to  the  Mexican 
Riviera  (same  one  as  Peggy,  but 
different  time).  We  lunched  in 
the  main  restaurant  atop  the  hill 
overlooking  the  Pacific  and  most  of 
Los  Angeles.  The  talk  was  nonstop! 
Knock  on  wood,  Lloyd  looked 
wonderful.  She's  been  through 
hell  and  back,  and  it  was  indeed 
a  blessing  to  see  her  in  such  good 
spirits.  My  news:  I  attended  a  UMW 
alumni  brunch  at  the  beautiful 
home  of  Sally  Monroe  Kelly  '68  in 
Palos  Verdes  Estates,  about  25  miles 
south  of  L.A.  Our  new  president, 
Dr.  Judy  Hample,  was  there  and  held 
us  in  rapt  attention  while  telling  of 
her  plans  for  UMWs  future.  She  is 
quite  impressive  and  has  an  amazing 
resume.  I  think  UMW  struck  gold 
with  her!  I  have  been  taking  classes 
again  at  the  Beverly  Hills  Adult 
School  -  one  on  current  events  and 
the  other  on  creative  writing.  They 
help  maintain  what's  left  of  one's 
mind!  The  attendees  are  mostly 
retired  professionals  who  have  a  lot 


to  say,  so  the  discussions  are  lively 
and  interesting. 

From  Lynne  (who  writes  about 
classmates  with  maiden  names 
R  through  X):  Sandy  and  I  just 
returned  trom  a  fantastic  weekend 
in  Virginia,  spending  Friday  night 
in  Fredericksburg.  We  attended  a 
lovely  dinner  at  Brompton  for  the 
group  participating  in  the  South 
Africa  trip  that  took  place  in  late 
December  and  early  January.  One 
ot  the  highlights  was  meeting  our 
new  president,  Judy  Hample.  I  was 
so  flattered  to  have  been  seated  next 
to  her  for  dinner.  On  Saturday,  we 
drove  to  Richmond  to  see  Art  and 
Lloyd  Tilton  Backstrom,  who  is  just 
as  adorable  as  ever.  We  had  less  than 
24  hours  together,  but  we  covered 
an  enormous  amount  of  territory  in 
that  time.  They  have  the  two  cutest 
dogs  ever:  Fred  and  Lucy  spent  a  lot 
of  time  in  my  lap  during  our  stay. 

Earlier  in  November,  we  again 
visited  Virginia.  Also  visiting  were 
Russ  and  Martha  Young  Roberts 
'62.  Martha  subsequently  put  me  in 
touch  with  Barbara  Elliot  Adams 
'62.  Barbara  lives  in  Austin,  Texas, 
and  is  quite  an  accomplished  artist. 
She  recently  became  interested  in 
genealogy  and  has  traced  her  family 
on  her  father's  side  back  seven 
generations;  she  plans  to  start  on  her 
mothers  side  soon.  Before  moving 
to  Austin,  they  lived  in  Houston, 
where  she  was  in  touch  with  Blake 
Campbell  and  Sue  Chipley  '62. 


Now  about  our  own  class:  Janie 
Riles  is  in  Florida  and  continues  to 
produce  gorgeous  paintings.  She 
showed  paintings  at  the  Las  Olas 
Art  Fair  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla., 
in  October  and  plans  to  return  to 
San  Diego  in  December  on  a  cruise 
via  the  Panama  Canal,  visiting 
Colombia,  Costa  Rica,  and  Mexico. 
Sandy  Walters  Julifs  wrote  that  she 
is  still  in  Illinois  and  serving  as  chief 
executive  for  a  community  action 
agency.  Her  husband,  Harold,  has 
been  retired  for  a  number  of  years 
and  loves  it.  They  have  two  sons  (one 
in  California,  one  in  Illinois),  four 
granddaughters  (from  age  15  to  7), 
one  daughter-in-law,  and  one  former 
daughter-in-law.  At  Christmas, 
Sandy  and  Harold  planned  to  take 
the  two  Illinois  granddaughters  to 
California  for  a  week. 

I  always  enjoy  hearing  of  the 
Saunders  twins'  travels.  Eleanore 
wrote  that  she  and  Judy  went  on  a 
Rhine  River  Cruise  for  12  days  in 
April,  and  then  in  May  she  went 
with  Linda  Taylor  Drustrup  to 
Southern  China.  They  were  on  the 
Yangtze  River  for  five  days,  and  then 
went  to  Guilin,  Kunming,  and  Hong 
Kong.  In  October  she  visited  her 
daughter,  Judy,  who  lives  in  Milan, 
Italy,  for  the  birth  of  a  baby  boy  - 
Eleanore's  sixth  grandchild  and  fifth 
grandson.  Eleanore's  daughter,  Jane, 
is  also  a  big  traveler,  climbing  Mt. 
Kilimanjaro,  then  going  on  a  safari 
to  Tanzania,  and  visiting  Zanzibar 
and  Uganda. 


Take  advantage  of  this  moment  in  time 
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CLASS  NOTES 


Teaching  French  still  Provides 
joie  de  vlvre  after  46  years 


Beverley  Sulpice  Persell  '62's  decades-long  association  with  the 
French  language  began  at  Mary  Washington  and  has  endured  through 
many  years  and  multiple  moves  as  the  wife  of  a  naval  officer. 

At  UMW,  Persell  was  a  French  major,  and  in  her  junior  and  senior 
years  was  president  of  Le  Cercle  Francais,  a  student  club  that  promotes 
French  language  and  culture.  She  lived  in  Brent,  the  French  House, 
her  junior  year,  and  she  student-taught  French  at  James  Monroe  High 
School  in  Fredericksburg. 

Persell's  link  to  UMW  didn't  end  with  graduation  -  she  has  kept  in 
touch  with  several  students  who  also  lived  in  Brent.  And  she  has  fond 
memories  of  special  occasions  there:  "I  especially  remember  the  skit  we 
put  on  about  Christmas  Eve  in  a  French  house,  waiting  for  Pere  Noel 
or  Pere  Fouetard,  played  by  my  roommate,  Louise  Dunn." 

Soon  after  finishing  Mary  Washington,  Beverley  married  Navy 
officer  Bob  Persell,  a  University  of  Virginia  graduate.  They  moved  to 
Norfolk,  and  later  had  two  sons.  Over  the  years,  Bobs  career  led  to  13 
moves.  "It  was  hard  to  continue  my  career  as  a  French  teacher  because 
as  soon  as  I  got  established  somewhere,  my  husband  got  orders  to 
move,"  she  said. 

Persell  took  a  few  years  off  from  teaching  to  be  a  stay-at-home 
mom.  She  has  taught  French  in  five  states  -  Virginia,  California,  South 
Carolina,  Rhode  Island,  and  Maryland. 

She  was  responsible  for  five  levels  of  French  at  a  prep  school  in 
Oakton,  Va.,  and  she  took  students  to  France  during  spring  break. 
In  2000,  she  began  a  job  teaching  middle  school-aged  children  at  the 
Congressional  School  in  Falls  Church,  Va.  She  continued  her  studies 
each  summer  in  France. 

Persell  loved  her  years  at  Mary  Washington,  and  she  was  especially 
fond  of  her  French  teachers,  Mrs.  Blessing,  Mrs.  Hoge,  and  Mrs. 
Boiling.  "[They]  prepared  me  well."  She  recalled  taking  20th-century 
French  Literature  with  Mrs.  Hoge  and  reading  La  Symphonie  Pastorale 
by  Andre  Gide.  "I  was  so  impressed  by  the  book  that  I  have  used  it  to 
teach  my  students." 

Persell  allegedly  retired  in  2004,  but  she  continues  to  teach  French 
today  at  the  Osher  Lifelong  Learning  Institute  in  Fairfax,  Va.  Now, 
her  students  are  in  their  50s,  60s,  and  70s  -  and  at  least  one  has  been 
a  fellow  alumna,  Parti  Schacht  '64.  "What  a  small  world,"  Persell  said, 
"to  have  reunited  with  her  46  years  later." 


Twin  Judy  Saunders  Slifer 
added  some  other  news,  indicating 
that  lite  is  still  great  with  no  new 
health  problems.  She  and  Bob 
keep  quite  busy  with  family  and 
friends.  As  most  of  us  in  our  class 
did,  Judy  celebrated  her  50th  high 
school  reunion  this  year,  and  hers 
was  a  great  success.  She  is  the  class 
secretary  and  thus  was  involved 
in  organizing  activities  for  the 
occasion.  There  were  42  people 
in  her  class,  and  she  managed 
to  get  half  to  attend  -  quite  an 
accomplishment. 

Jean  Ryan  Farrell  wrote  that 
she  and  Frank  were  looking  forward 
to  a  trip  to  Singapore,  preceded  by 
an  Overseas  Adventure  Travel  tour 
of  Thailand.  Their  son,  Robert,  and 
his  family  are  living  in  Singapore, 
where  he  is  building  a  solar  panel 
manufacturing  plant  near  the 
Malaysian  border.  Their  youngest 
son  and  his  family  are  moving  back 
to  Atlanta  from  Switzerland,  so  they 
will  have  two  of  their  three  sons 
nearby.  Polly  Updegraff  Champ  is 
in  Delray  Beach,  Fla.,  until  April. 
She  finished  working  on  a  DVD  of 
her  50th  high  school  reunion,  which 
was  in  October  07.  Debbie  Phinney 
also  attended  the  reunion.  Polly 
continues  her  wardrobe  work  in 
Connecticut.  Her  UMW  scholarship 
this  year  went  to  a  sophomore  from 
New  Jersey,  Michelle  Sanders,  who 
is  a  special  projects  assistant  in  the 
theater  department. 


Patricia  Mackey  Taylor 
351  Level  Green  Court 
Hampton,  VA  23669 
PTaylor5  5  @cox.  net 

Greetings  to  all:  Ann  Tench  Huml 

wrote  that  her  roommate,  Jane 
Walshe  McCracken,  and  husband 
Jay  spent  two  days  with  Ann  and 
her  husband  ,  Jerry,  in  August.  Jane 
and  Jay  were  on  a  50-day  odyssey 
from  their  home  in  Tustin,  Calif., 
to  their  50th  high  school  reunion  in 
Atlantic  City,  N.J.,  where  Jane  and 
Jay  attended  the  same  high  school. 
While  on  the  East  Coast,  Jane  and 
Jerry  visited  Emily  Lewis  Andres 
and  her  husband,  Tony,  in  Virginia. 
Then  the  McCrackens  were  on  to 
Georgia  to  visit  Jane's  freshman 
roommate,  Celia  Chestnut.  They 
were  disappointed  to  have  missed 
Joan  Akers  Rothgeb  and  Mary 
Wolff  Maddrey  Isenhour  this  trip. 
Ann  also  reported  that  she  and 
Helen  Alexion  James  attended 
their  50th  high  school  reunion  in 
Waynesboro,  Va. 


Diana  Copple  Smith  emailed 
that  she  had  seen  Mary  Lee  South 
Hawse  in  Wilmington,  N.C.  Mary 
Lee  is  teaching  yoga  and  is  involved 
in  liturgical  dance  at  St.  John's 
Episcopal  Church.  She  has  five 
grandchildren  -  three  in  Charlotte 
and  two  in  Raleigh,  N.C.  Mary  Lee 
keeps  in  contact  with  her  freshman 
roommate,  Jeanne  Craig.  Diana 
also  said  she  had  a  delightful 
afternoon  and  dinner  with  another 
Mary  Washington  roommate,  Noel 
Sipple,  and  Noel's  mom.  Noel  is  a 
volunteer  for  the  Literacy  Council, 
and  her  mom,  at  91,  is  a  volunteer  at 
the  health  department  in  Salem,  Va. 
Nancy  Powell  Sykes,  Diana,  and  I 
had  a  wonderful  lunch  this  summer 
while  Diana  was  in  the  Tidewater 
area.  It  was  such  a  pleasure 
renewing  friendships. 

I  do  have  sad  news  this  time. 
Mary  Sue  Miller  McDonald's 

husband  lost  his  battle  with 
cancer  last  summer.  Mary  Sue  was 
spending  some  time  with  her  son, 
Marshall,  in  Pasadena,  Calif. 

I  was  so  glad  to  receive  an 
update  from  Timmi  Pierce.  After 
graduation,  she  entered  broadcasting 
at  WTOP,  an  NBC  radio  station 
in  Washington,  D.C.  Timmi's 
affiliation  with  NBC  lasted  17  years. 
She  became  the  national  president 
of  American  Women  in  Radio 
and  Television  Inc.  and  inducted 
actress  Helen  Hayes  into  a  lifetime 
membership  in  the  organization. 
Since  her  NBC  days,  she  joined  the 
Planned  Parenthood  Federation  as 
vice  president  of  communications. 
After  winning  many  awards,  Timmi 
created  her  own  advertising  and 
public  relations  company.  Today 
Timmi  is  executive  director  of  the 
Historical  Society  of  Carroll  County, 
Md.  Living  in  Maryland,  Timmi  said 
she  has  "realized  my  lifetime  dream:" 
She  has  her  own  18-acre  farmette 
with  a  Morgan  sport  horse  breeding 
operation.  She  started  with  two  mares 
and  now  is  caring  for  five  Morgans. 

It  is  delightful  to  connect  and 
reconnect  with  special  friends  and 
classmates.  Please  keep  in  touch  and 
let  me  hear  from  you. 


Anne  Radway 

7475  Adams  Park  Court 

Annandale,  VA  22003-5724 

tiazelda@verizon.net 

To  all  members  of  the  Class  of  1963, 
thank  you  for  your  many  responses. 
It  was  fun  hearing  from  so  many  of 
you  whom  I  have  not  seen  in  (gasp!) 
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45  years.  After  the  last  issue  came 
out,  a  neighbor  and  member  of  my 
church,  Lois  Brown,  called  to  tell  me 
she  was  a  1941  graduate.  It  has  been  a 
joy  getting  to  know  her.  Last  summer, 
Ann  Reardon  Crowley  Rowe  and  I 
had  a  lovely  tea  party  at  Lois'  home. 
Beth  Taylor  Schreiner,  who  also 
lives  nearby,  wrote  to  say  that  she 
and  husband  Bob  are  both  busy 
with  traveling  and  sports.  Beth  has 
competed  for  the  past  1 1  years  with 
the  Virginia  Masters  Swim  Team. 

I'll  start  with  my  news:  In 
September,  I  plan  to  marry  my 
longtime  "gentleman  caller," 
Jonathan  Barber.  My  daughter, 
Jennifer,  and  her  husband,  John, 
added  another  daughter,  Evelyn 
Theresa,  last  July, 
who  will  join  my 
little  gang  of  six 
flower  girls,  all  my 
granddaughters,  at 
our  wedding. 


Association  event  in  Richmond, 
Via.,  in  September  2008  where 
she  met  Nancy  Leidy  and  Betsy 
Chamberlain  Hart/..  Kay  Barret 
Bilisoly  and  her  husband,  Win,  have 
lived  in  Wilmington,  N.C.,  for  18 
years.  Kay  worked  in  administration 
at  the  high  school  level  but  is  now 
a  full-time  artist  showing  in  local 
galleries.  Joyce  Rodgers  Haddock 
traveled  with  her  family  to  the 
wedding  of  her  older  son,  David,  in 
the  Czech  Republic.  Lani  St.  John 
Rakow  and  her  husband,  Bill,  have 
lived  in  Ocean  Pines,  Md.,  for  19 
years.  Their  son  and  his  family  live 
nearby,  but  their  daughter  and  her 
family  were  to  move  to  Michigan  in 
June  2009. 


I  didn't  attend 
the  45th  reunion 
last  May,  but  Ann 
"Annie"  Rowe  has 
kindly  shared  her  notes.  Annie 
and  her  husband,  Mack,  ran  into 
Gloria  Moscowitz  Fischel-Gilbert, 
Barbara  "Linkey"  Booth  Green, 
and  Barbara  Brown  Sherrill 
outside  Anne  Carter  Lee  Hall.  Glo 
is  now  a  successful  travel  agent  in 
Cherry  Hill,  N.J.,  with  her  own 
agency,  Travel  Pro.  Annie  and 
Mack  also  met  Maryanna  "Mary" 
Flincham  Gresham  and  Nancy 
Pida  Remmers.  Maryanna  lives 
in  Northern  Virginia,  and  Nancy 
has  retired  to  Palm  Coast,  Fla.  She 
has  three  adult  married  children. 
Nancy  and  Annie  reenacted  the 
photo  on  the  Virginia  dorm  steps 
that  was  taken  on  their  first  day 
at  MWC,  then  went  up  to  revisit 
their  freshman  room.  Annie  has 
been  an  editor  and  writer  for  many 
years.  She's  currently  working  on 
a  mystery  novel  set  in  Virginia 
and  writes  spiritual  articles  for  the 
Charlottesville  Echo  newspaper.  She 
has  also  pursued  a  longtime  career 
as  a  psychic  and  spiritual  healer 
with  her  own  business,  LightSearch. 
Karen  Vandevanter  Chapman, 
who  also  attended  the  reunion, 
wrote  that  she  is  still  teaching 
library  media  in  Mystic,  Conn.,  and 
had  recently  purchased  a  house  in 
nearby  Westerly,  R.I.,  just  a  mile 
from  the  beach. 

Pat  Branstetter  Revere  was 

reappointed  last  year  to  a  second 
four-year  term  on  the  UMW  Board 
of  Visitors.  She  attended  an  Alumni 


Pant  Kearney  Patrick  '66  exhibited 
three  of  her  water  color  paintings 
in  the  Miniatures  Painters, 
Engravers  and  Sculptures  Society's 
fall  and  winter  show. 


Linda  Gulnac  Steelman  and 

her  husband,  Bill,  have  lived  on 
Nantucket  Island,  Mass.,  since 
retiring  in  1996.  Like  most  of  us, 
they  are  busier  in  retirement  than 
when  they  were  employed.  Linda 
works  with  the  Nantucket  Historical 
Association  as  a  lecturer  and  site 
tour  guide.  She  and  Bill  love  to  travel; 
their  latest  trip  was  to  the  Galapagos 
and  Machu  Picchu.  Nancy  Skeats 
Dobbs  wrote  that  she  is  busy  with 
artwork  and  photography  in  spite 
of  being  disabled  for  the  past  12 
years  with  fibromyalgia.  Sally 
Abbott  Pomputius  is  in  full-time 
family  practice  in  Springfield,  Ohio, 
and  recently  passed  her  boards  for 
family  practice  recertification  until 
2015.  Jewel  West  Norman  has 
retired  several  times,  but  it  hasn't 
stuck  more  than  nine  months.  She 
now  works  for  an  international 
medical  device  company.  She  and 
her  husband  live  in  Atlanta  near 
both  her  daughter  and  son  and 
their  families.  Jewel  reports  that  she 
and  Linda  Vogt  Musselman,  who 
lives  in  Fredericksburg,  regularly 
email  each  other,  usually  with 
jokes.  Grace  "Gee"  Tucker  Fruit 
and  her  husband,  Bill,  moved  five 
years  ago  from  North  Carolina's 
Outer  Banks  to  Punta  Gorda,  Fla., 
where  they  lead  active  outdoor 
lives.  Lila  Davis  enjoys  traveling 
and  is  active  in  her  retirement 
community,  involved  in  projects  - 
such  as  collecting  small  stuffed 


animals  lo  send  lo  servicemen  in 
Iraq  and  Afghanistan,  who  give  them 
out  lo  children  there.  Rebecca  Ryan 
Dunkenberger  (raveled  in  May  last 
year  to  Italy  and  Greece  with  the 
Virginia  Tech  Women's  Basketball 
Team,  who  played  local  teams.  Joyce 
Rosson  Addison  and  her  husband, 
John,  retired  in  January  2008  to  Fort 
Myers,  Fla.,  where  they  enjoy  golf, 
boating,  and  travel. 

Sara  Gershengoren  Duttweiler, 

who  graduated  from  another  college 
after  attending  Mary  Washington 
for  two  years,  and  her  husband, 
Dave,  live  in  Vernon,  Conn.  Their 
son  and  daughter  live  nearby.  I 
remember  Sara  from  train  trips 
home  to  Connecticut  on  holidays 
from  college. 

On  a  sad  note,  Mary  Lee  Tate 

Roberts  passed  away  in  September 
2008  in  Rome,  Ga.,  after  suffering 
for  a  long  time  from  the  rare  disease 
progressive  supranuclear  palsy. 

I  contacted  many  of  our 
classmates  based  on  email  addresses 
in  the  reunion  directory;  a  lot  of 
my  messages  were  returned  as 
undeliverable,  so  please  email 
information  for  the  next  issue. 
Thanks  again  for  all  your  input. 


Elizabeth  Jennings  Peterson 
2655  35th  St. 
Moline,  IL  61265 
betmelp@earthlink.net 

In  October,  Victoria  "Vicki" 
Taylor  Allen,  school  archivist 
at  Convent  of  the  Sacred  Heart, 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  participated  in 
a  seminar  at  the  Palace  of  Versailles 
in  Versailles,  France.  Vicki  was 
one  of  20  chosen  to  participate  in 
the  Frick  Collection  and  French 
Heritage  Society  seminar,  which 
studies  French  architecture  and 
decorative  arts  of  the  17th  and 
18th  centuries.  The  admissions 
committee  for  the  seminar  included 
Anne  Poulet,  director  of  the  Frick 
Collection;  Monique  Barbier, 
seminar  chairman;  and  Princess 
Marie  Sol  de  La  Tour  d'Auvergne, 
president  of  the  French  Heritage 
Society.  During  her  years  of  work 
at  independent  schools,  Vicki  has 
taught  both  French  and  English. 
In  addition  to  her  work  at  Sacred 
Heart,  she  presents  seminars  in 
literature  and  art  history  to  an 
adult  education  program  at  Barat 
House,  Manhattanville  College,  in 
Purchase,  N.Y. 


Phyllis  Cavedo  Weissei 
5308  Fairfield  Wesl 
Dunwoody,  GA  30338 
pcweisser@yahoo.com 

Being  a  class  agent  is  such  a  blessing 
-  I  get  news  from  so  many  of  you! 
However,  my  email  mailing  list  has 
gotten  smaller  over  the  years  as 
some  of  you  have  retired,  moved, 
or  changed  your  addresses.  If  you 
have  not  been  getting  emails  from 
me  about  sending  me  your  news,  its 
because  I  don't  have  your  current 
address.  I'm  still  in  Atlanta,  playing 
tennis  and  bridge  and  traveling  as 
often  as  possible.  Since  my  son  will 
be  one  of  the  solo  pilots  for  the  Blue 
Angels  next  year,  I'll  be  showing  up 
at  their  shows  all  over  the  country. 
If  you  see  they  are  coming  to  your 
town,  let  me  know  so  we  can  plan  to 
have  a  mini-reunion!  Keep  the  news 
coming  in  to  me! 

Lisa  Corder  Wharton  emailed 
me  with  the  sad  news  that  Edie 
Goldberg  McDonald  of  North 
Wilmington,  Del,  died  on  Oct.  15, 
2008,  from  the  effects  of  radiation 
necrosis  after  her  courageous 
28-year  battle  against  a  malignant 
brain  tumor.  Alice  Funkhouser 
Flowers  wrote  that  she  still  does 
publications,  public  relations,  and 
photography  for  St.  Christopher's 
School;  her  husband,  George,  is  still 
teaching  engineering  and  math  at 
a  community  college  in  Richmond. 
After  34  years  in  their  house,  they 
downsized  last  summer  to  a  smaller 
one  about  a  mile  away.  Youngest 
child,  Beth,  got  married  three  years 
ago.  She  and  her  architect  husband 
live  in  Raleigh,  N.C.,  and  in  August 
had  their  first  child,  Alice  Elizabeth. 
Middle  child  Rob  was  married 
two  years  ago,  and  he  and  his  wife 
live  outside  Bethesda,  Md.  He  is  a 
civil  engineer  and  just  finished  an 
MBA  at  the  University  of  Maryland. 
Oldest  child  Jim  and  his  wife  have  a 
son,  5,  and  a  daughter,  7.  They  live 
in  Holly  Springs,  N.C.,  but  Jim  was 
called  up  in  June  to  go  to  Djibouti, 
Africa.  He  is  a  commander  in  the 
Navy  Reserve,  and  Alice  and  George 
hope  he  comes  home  soon.  On  their 
way  back  to  Maryland  in  the  fall, 
they  stopped  at  Mary  Washington 
to  see  a  play.  She  said  the  campus  is 
really  gorgeous. 

Margaret  "Meg"  Cobourn 
John  is  still  enjoying  retirement  in 
Myrtle  Beach,  S.C.  What's  not  to 
enjoy?!?  Her  suitemate  from  junior 
year,  Barbara  Hagemann  Hester, 
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and  her  husband,  Ben,  visited  for 
a  long  weekend  in  April.  Barbara's 
mother,  91,  has  lived  with  them  for 
several  years.  Kenny's  mother,  also 
91,  lives  with  Meg  and  Kenny.  The 
fohns  toured  Ireland  last  May  and 
planned  to  take  a  cruise  to  Bermuda 
in  \la\  with  the  1  [esters. 

Luisita  Guijarro  Haas  of 

Asheville,  N.C.,  works  part-time 
as  a  hospital  medical  interpreter 
for  the  growing  population  ot 
1  atino  patients,  and  she  takes  classes 
at  the  University  of  North  Carolina's 
Center  for  Creative  Retirement. 
After  a  busy  34-year  career  as  a  high 
school  teacher,  she  enjoys  part-time 
work  using  her  Spanish  with  plenty 
of  leisure  time  for  reading  and 
traveling.  Luisita  and  her  husband, 
Larry,  a  University  of  Virginia 
grad,  recently  celebrated  their  42nd 
anniversary.  The  third  member 
of  the  household  is  a  10-year-old 
border  collie  named  Zoey,  who 
loves  to  go  for  walks.  In  January, 
Luisita  planned  to  go  to  Belize  on 
an  Elderhostel  trip  to  study  the 
culture  and  wildlife  of  that  country. 

Luisita  has  become 
reacquainted  with  a  Mary 
Washington  classmate,  Barbara 
Wohlfeil  Weatherall,  who  also 
is  active  in  the  UNC  Center  for 
Creative  Retirement.  Barbara 
wrote  that  her  first  grandchild  was 
born  Aug.  19  to  daughter  Mimi  in 
Portland,  Ore.  Barbara  was  out  there 
for  three  weeks  helping  Mimi  and 
getting  to  know  her  new  grandson, 
Ian  Theodore.  Sigrid  Daffner 
and  her  partner  went  to  Iceland 
this  past  summer.  Sigrid  taught 
German  at  Mary  Washington  for 
two  years  after  earning  a  master's 
degree  at  fohns  Hopkins.  One  of 
her  high  school  students  recently 
chose  to  attend  UMW  and  was 
there  to  see  it  become  a  university. 
The  student  loved  it  and  has 
enjoyed  experiencing  Virginia,  quite 
a  change  from  the  West  Coast. 

Penny  Partridge  Booth  wrote 
that  she  took  a  two-week  tour  last 
summer  to  eight  Western  states  and 
15  national  parks.  Robin  Helen 
Faith,  a  National  Institute  for 
Learning  Development-certified 
educational  therapist  at  Summit 
Christian  Academy,  attended 
her  daughter's  graduation  from 
UMW  in  June;  four  generations 
were  present!  Carolyn  "Cookie" 
Davis  wrote  that  after  retiring  from 
teaching,  she  has  been  working  with 
her  Episcopal  missionaries  in  the 
Dominican  Republic.  The  Episcopal 
Church  Women  of  the  Diocese  of 
Virginia  has  formed  a  partnership 
fostering  education  on  the  island. 


Katharine  Rogers  1  avery 
507  Devonshire  Drive,  NE 
Vienna,  VA  22180 
hlaveryl@cox.net 

Many  thanks  go  to  our  class 
members  who  are  mentioned 
as  benefactors  in  the  Presidents 
Message  and  Annual  Report  of  Gifts: 
University  of  Mary  Washington 
2007-2008.  G.  Gilmer  and  Charlotte 
Major  Minor  are  members  of  the 
Campus  Walk  Society  as  well  as  the 
Monroe  Society  of  the  President's 
Council.  Midge  Meredith  Poyck 
belongs  to  the  Washington  Society 
of  the  President's  Council.  Also 
in  the  Monroe  Society  are  Mary 
Wright  Day  and  Barbara  Bishop 
Mann,  and  G.  Gilmer  and  Charlotte 
Major  Minor.  The  Centennial 
Society  of  the  President's  Council 
includes  Barbara  Lampl  Baucom, 
David  W  and  Carolyn  Perry  Grow, 
Gerry  Sargent  Habas,  and  Lee  Enos 
Kelly.  In  the  Brompton  Society 
are  Philip  and  Linda  Spangler 
Berkheimer,  Anne  Price  Fortney, 
and  Elizabeth  Kelling  Leasure. 
Among  the  Ball  Circle  Society 
members  are  Charnell  Williams 
Blair,  Joan  Cuccias  Patton,  Winnie 
Woodson  Stribling,  and  Susan 
Bogese  Wagner.  The  Trench  Hill 
Society  includes  Mary  Parsons 
Black,  Susan  Hanes  Chaney,  Anne 
Meade  Clagett,  Nancy  Derrick 
Denslow,  Mary  Kathryn  Rowell 
Horner,  Carolinda  Schumacher 
Jepson,  Lois  Rucker  Scott,  and 
Nancy  Dean  Wolff.  Lenore  Gilbert 
Bowne  has  established  the  Elinor 
Pierson  Gilbert  Scholarship;  David 
and  Carolyn  Perry  Grow  have 
established  the  Senior  Scholarship 
in  Historic  Preservation  and  are 
also  members  of  the  Heritage 
Society.  Nancy  Shackelford  Jones 
established  the  Hershel  and  Minnie 
Hogge  Shackelford  Memorial 
Scholarship.  Other  Heritage  Society 
members  are  Patricia  Lewars 
Pace,  Sally  K.  Souder,  Charlotte 
Stultz,  Jana  Privette  Usry,  and 
Nancy  Dean  Wolff.  Kudos  also  to 
more  than  100  of  you  who  have 
generously  supported  the  alumni 
efforts  to  benefit  UMW. 

Barbara  Bishop  Mann  and  her 

husband,  Robert,  traveled  to  the 
Tides  Inn  on  the  Northern  Neck 
of  Tidewater  Virginia  to  meet  new 
UMW  President  Judy  Hample  and 
were  very  favorably  impressed 
with  her  calm,  sensible  approach 
to  assuming  her  duties.  Barbara 
enjoyed  visiting  with  local  residents 
Susan  Hanes  Chaney,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  George  Van  Sant,  and  Ruby 


Lee  Norris  '36,  who  were  also  in 
attendance.  Barbara  later  received 
a  call  from  Nancy  Shackleford 

Jones,  who  lives  in  New  York  City 
and  maintains  a  house  in  Richmond 
and  was  interested  in  meeting 
there  for  lunch.  Nancy  and  her 
husband  were  planning  to  host  a 
UMW  alumni  event  at  their  home 
in  Manhattan.  Barbara  did  initiate 
the  "UMW  Lunch  Bunch"  in  August 
with  a  small  gathering  at  Ristorante 
Renato  in  Fredericksburg.  Her 
"oldest"  friend  from  high  school, 
Anne  Meade  Clagett,  was  the 
only  other  attendee,  and  they 
reminisced  and  talked  politics 
since  the  election  was  looming. 
In  September,  Barbara  drove  to 
UMW,  sat  for  hours  in  the  pouring 
rain  to  hear  Barack  Obama  and  Joe 
Biden  speak,  and  later  volunteered 
many  hours  campaigning.  Diane 
Gaynor  Yancey,  a  studio  art  major, 
recognized  Barbara  one  day  while 
shopping.  Diane,  who  lives  in 
Richmond,  is  divorced  after  25 
years  of  marriage,  is  retired  from 
a  tobacco  company,  reads  a  lot, 
paints,  and  is  considering  taking  up 
sculpting  again.  She  fondly  recalled 
Sally  Albrecht  Brennan,  whom 
she  considered  to  be  a  very  talented 
artist.  Diane  also  mentioned  she 
had  recently  seen  Elinor  Mcjilton 
Thompson. 

Dinah  Walsh  Eitelman  wrote 
that  she  "spends  most  of  her  life" 
in  Robert's  Antiques  in  Hampton, 
Va.,  and  "hangs  out"  in  the  Phoebus 
Coffee  House  across  the  street. 
Kathy  Fowler  Bahnson  and  Ginny 
Bateman  Brinkley  spent  countless 
hours  campaigning  for  the  Obama- 
Biden  ticket  in  North  Carolina  and 
Florida,  respectively.  Ginny,  our 
informal  poet  laureate,  referred  to 
herself  as  one  of  the  "Old-Bama 
Girls"  and  validated 
that  with  an 
award-worthy 
video.  Kathleen 
Goddard  Moss 
and  her  husband, 
Tom,  also  kept  busy 
volunteering  in  the 
Obama  campaign  in 
Northern  Virginia. 
Kathleen  does 
social  work  part 
time,  supervising  a  small  group 
of  therapists.  Son  Joe's  November 
wedding  in  Berkeley,  Calif.,  was 
their  big  family  event  this  year.  Joe 
works  with  a  start-up  company  that 
organizes  computer  games,  and  his 
lovely  bride  is  a  pharmacist.  Kitty 
Downs  Gregg  reported  that  her 
son,  Chris,  left  in  October  for  six 
weeks  training  in  Kuwait  followed 
by  a  tour  of  duty  in  Baghdad.  Kitty's 


job  as  president  of  the  Fine  Arts 
Foundation  in  the  Denver  area  helps 
keep  her  mind  off  the  war. 

Carole  Trent  Fletcher  proudly 
wrote  from  Kilmarnock,  Va.,  that 
her  high  school  Latin  teacher,  Mary 
Lee  Pittman  Johnson  '41,  had 

been  honored  on  her  90th  birthday 
for  more  than  60  years'  service  as 
teacher,  guidance  counselor,  part- 
time  teacher,  and  volunteer  in  the 
Lancaster  County  Public  Schools. 
Carole  and  husband,  Tom,  retired 
to  her  hometown  after  completing 
their  careers  in  Northern  Virginia, 
and  they  now  spend  most  of  their 
time  with  church,  community 
activities,  and  extended  family 
ties.  Dee  Dee  Nottingham  Ward 
reported  from  California  that 
her  family  had  escaped  the  winds 
and  fires.  Dee  Dee  is  trying  to 
decide  whether  to  work  through 
another  challenging  tax  season  or 
retire.  Since  she  and  Nat  have  five 
grandchildren  in  the  area,  they 
would  much  rather  spend  time  at 
their  son's  mountain  home  and 
visit  with  the  grandchildren.  Their 
two  very  energetic  golden  retriever 
puppies  are  contributing  to  the 
retirement  argument,  too.  Robbie 
James  East  traveled  with  her  sister 
and  a  friend  to  Kentucky  in  the  fall 
to  visit  a  former  health  department 
co-worker  and  pursue  their  Civil 
War  interests.  They  visited  Berea 
College,  took  guided  tours  at 
Virginia  Military  Institute  and 
Washington  and  Lee  University  in 
Lexington,  Va.,  toured  several  horse 
farms  connected  with  the  Lexington 
Horse  Center,  and  admired  the  work 
of  a  local  potter,  who  is  nationally 
known  for  his  art.  Robbie  planned  a 
Thanksgiving  trip  to  Florida  to  visit 
her  youngest  daughter's  family. 


Judy  Mansfield  Muller  '69 
teaches  broadcast  journalism 
at  USC's  Annenberg  School  for 
Communication,  is  a  commentator 
and  reporter,  and  writes  for 
h  uffingtonpost.  com. 


Lois  Rucker  Scott  wrote  with 
the  sad  news  that  last  December  she, 
husband  Sam,  and  daughter  Holly 
were  in  a  serious  auto  accident. 
Sam  escaped  injury,  but  Lois  and 
Holly  are  still  dealing  with  adversity. 
Lois  manages  to  continue  working 
despite  innumerable  medical 
appointments  and  discomfort.  Holly 
was  placed  on  disability  for  seven 
months,  returned  to  work,  and 
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subsequently  returned  to  disability 
status  because  of  mono.  The  good 
news  is  that  elder-daughter  Melanie 
delivered  her  third  child,  Corbin, 
in  June,  the  family's  first  grandson. 
Although  they  live  in  Utah,  Melanie 
brought  her  whole  family  to 
Virginia  for  the  birth  so  Lois  and 
Sam  could  spend  two  delight! ul 
months  with  Annabelle,  5,  Suzanna, 
3,  and  one  extra  dog. 


home  in  Cape  May  Point,  N.J.,  in 
October  2007  and  totally  enjoyed 
living  there  from  May  to  November. 
They  returned  to  their  home  in  New 
Hope,  Pa.,  for  the  winter,  where 
they  are  both  active  in  their  church 
missions  and  outreach  activities. 
Lenore  has  begun  voice  lessons  and 
enjoys  singing  at  church  and  at  a 
local  nursing  home. 


Betsy 
Chappelear 
Tryon  and  her 
sister  vacationed 
in  October  on  a 
leisurely  cruise 
through  Venice, 
Italy,  the  Greek 
islands,  and  Rome. 
Betsy,  who  is  retired  from  teaching, 
noticed  a  traveler's  ring  one  day 
while  working  at  the  Los  Angeles 
airport  and  remarked  it  looked  like 
an  MWC  ring.  It  actually  was,  and  it 
belonged  to  Brenda  Manuel  Moon 
from  Atlanta,  who  attended  MWC 
from  1960  to  1963,  but  graduated 
elsewhere.  Betsy  enjoys  her  son, 
daughter,  and  granddaughter,  7, 
who  all  live  nearby  in  Redondo 
Beach,  Calif.  Mary  Morris  Bishop 
wrote  from  New  Bern,  N.C.,  in 
October  while  she  and  husband, 
Dennis,  were  visiting  friends.  On 
their  way,  they  stopped  to  see 
Muriel  Haley  Montgomery  and  her 
husband  at  their  home  in  Manteo, 
N.C.,  on  historic  Roanoke  Island, 
the  birthplace  of  Virginia  Dare. 
Muriel  and  Mary  have  agreed  to  see 
one  another  again,  either  there,  at 
Mary's  home  in  Michigan,  or  her 
cottage  in  Ohio. 

Pam  Kearney  Patrick  exhibited 
three  of  her  watercolor  paintings  in 
The  Miniature  Painters,  Sculptors, 
and  Gravers  Society  of  Washington, 
D.C.'s  fall  and  winter  show  at  the 
Strathmore  in  Bethesda,  Md.  This 
being  her  second  year  to  be  juried, 
Pam  hopes  to  become  a  permanent 
member  next  year.  Pam  still 
contends  that  Carol  Bingley  Wiley's 
eye-popping  pastels  and  one- 
woman  shows  far  surpass  her  own 
paintings.  Carol  and  her  husband, 
Pete,  visit  Pam  and  her  husband 
every  winter  during  the  art  shows. 
Pam  also  had  a  fall  visit  from  Peggy 
Beeler  Burns,  who  was  in  Virginia 
anticipating  the  arrival  of  a  baby 
granddaughter.  In  October,  Pam 
and  her  husband  attended  Victorian 
Week  in  Cape  May,  N.J.  They 
dressed  in  period  clothing,  danced, 
walked  the  town,  and  perfected  the 
appropriate  posture  and  measured 
gait.  Lenore  Gilbert  Bowne  and 
her  husband  purchased  a  summer 


Pat  Gwaltney  McGinnis  '69  retired 
as  president  and  chief  executive 
of  the  Council  for  Excellence  in 
Government  after  14  years  as  the 
group's  leader. 


Carol  Pettigrew  Hallman 

reported  that  the  '66  MWC  Suite 
Foursome  -  she,  Sally  Albrecht 
Brennan,  Prentiss  Davies  Murphy, 
and  Julie  Bondurant  Freeman 

-  spent  a  delightful  September 
weekend  at  Sally's,  in  Portsmouth, 
Va.  After  fording  the  old  town's 
streets  that  were  flooded  from  a 
fast-moving  nor'easter,  they  enjoyed 
the  sand  sculpture  competition  at 
the  Virginia  Beach  Neptune  Festival, 
followed  by  a  visit  to  the  new 
archaeological  site  at  Jamestown. 
The  museum  there  is  excellent,  filled 
with  artifacts,  and  still  growing. 
Julie  and  Prentiss  keep  adding  to 
their  "grandchild  crews,"  Sally  is 
busy  making  improvements  to  their 
historic  home,  and  Carol  continues 
her  full-time  job  and  teaching  tap. 
Next  October,  the  Foursome  plans 
to  travel  to  the  Tampa  Bay,  Fla.,  area. 

Caroline  Hogeland  Stone 

has  had  an  amazing  year:  Her 
marriage  of  40  years  ended,  and 
she  is  moving  forward  as  a  single 
woman.  She  still  works  as  director  of 
admission  at  Westminster  Christian 
School  in  Miami  while  owning 
and  operating  LIFT  Inc.,  a  fitness 
instruction  company.  As  for  the 
past  28  years,  Caroline  continues  to 
teach  five  classes  a  week,  keeping 
herself  physically  strong  and 
grounded  during  difficult  times. 
Her  11 -year-old  granddaughter 
is  a  student  at  Westminster;  her 
other  five  grandchildren  and  two 
step-grandchildren  are  also  nearby 
and  offer  many  pleasurable  hours. 
Caroline  has  recently  reconnected 
with  Joan  Cuccias  Patton,  her 
suitemate,  whom  she  affectionately 
called  her  "stand-out  bride"  because 
she  was  very  pregnant  as  a  stand-in 
bride  in  her  wedding  rehearsal 
many  years  ago.  Joan  continues  to 
teach  part  time  at  Westfield  High 
in  Western  Fairfax  County,  Va., 


leaching  calculus  and  pre-calculus 
classes  every  other  day  ol  the  week 
(block  scheduling),  She  managed  to 
"escape"  one  short  week  and  travel 
with  her  husband  to  New  Bern,  N.C., 
a  beautiful,  charming  town.  The 
trip  was  very  therapeutic  since  her 
husband  is  recovering  from  a  serious 
heart  attack  he  suffered  in  May.  They 
also  managed  a  trip  to  California  in 
July  tor  their  annual  family  reunion 
with  about  40  family  members  in 
glorious  Newport  Beach.  Joan's  father 
turned  90  in  August,  sponsored 
another  gathering  in  Ocean  Springs, 
Miss.,  and  enjoyed  the  company 
of  S  children,  17  grandchildren,  14 
great-grandchildren,  and  several 
in-laws.  Judy  Wells  Clark,  executive 
director  of  Opera  Roanoke,  recently 
celebrated  her  41st  wedding 
anniversary.  Her  husband  is  a  puzzle 
constructor;  she  is  an  Episcopal 
Church  organist,  and  they  spend 
their  spare  time  together  hiking  in 
the  environs  of  Roanoke. 

Anne  Bresnahan  Duncan 

transferred  into  our  class  in  1964 
from  Regis  College  in  Massachusetts 
and  completed  her  studies  first 
semester  of  our  senior  year.  She 
joined  the  government  in  March 
1966,  met  Jerry  in  July,  and  they 
married  in  1971.  After  graduate 
school  at  Indiana  University,  they 
returned  to  Annandale,  Va.,  to 
stay  and  raise  two  daughters,  Julia 
and  Mary-Rose.  In  April,  Julia 
made  Anne  a  "GG  -  Glamorous 
Grandma"  -  with  the  birth  of 
grandson  William.  Jerry  is  semi- 
retired,  but  Anne  continues  to 
work  as  the  clergy  office  manager 
and  assistant  to  the  senior  rabbi 
at  Temple  Rodef  Shalom  in  Falls 
Church.  She  holds  a  master's  degree 
in  public  administration,  worked 
briefly  at  the  Office  of  Personnel 
Management,  and  was  a  full-time 
mother  and  part-time  teacher  at 
St.  John's  Methodist  pre-school  in 
Springfield.  In  1990,  she  resumed 
working  full-time  as  office  manager 
for  a  small  technical  consulting 
firm,  prior  to  assuming  her  present 
position.  Anne  also  serves  as  a  lector 
in  her  parish,  St.  Michael  Catholic 
Church  in  Annandale,  and  she  is 
eagerly  anticipating  retirement  to 
become  a  full-time  "GG."  Anne 
is  interested  in  renewing  Mary 
Washington  friendships  and  would 
love  to  hear  from  you! 

Mary  Parsons  Black  is  looking 
forward  to  celebrating  future 
birthdays  in  Disney  World  with 
her  new  grandson,  Jonah,  who  was 
born  on  her  birthday.  Her  elder 
son,  Adam,  married  in  October  and 
added  three  more  grandchildren  to 


the  clan.  In  November,  Mary  and 
her  husband,  Ron,  flew  to  Hawaii 
for  speech-making  at  a  friend's 
retirement  ceremony  and  spent  the 
Thanksgiving  holiday  there  with 
his  family.  A  beach  Thanksgiving 
was  a  new,  unique  experience.  At 
home  in  Elizabeth  City,  N.C.,  Mary 
saw  Annette  Maddra  Horner  while 
Annette  and  John  were  there  to 
check  on  a  home  they  have  acquired 
as  a  big  restoration  project.  Last 
summer,  Mary  connected  with 
Linda  Spangler  Berkheimer,  who 
spends  her  annual  family  vacation 
in  Nags  Head,  N.C.,  where  they 
spent  many  happy  hours  together 
beaching  and  eating  fresh  seafood. 
Mary  and  Ron  returned  to  their 
farm  in  Natural  Bridge,  Va.,  during 
the  peak  season  for  fall  colors  and 
were  planning  after  that  to  spend 
more  time  with  the  grandchildren. 

Hank  and  I  spent  an  interesting 
summer  supporting  his  efforts  in  the 
racing  team  and  other  activities  of 
the  Pentagon  Sailing  Club,  of  which 
we  are  both  long-term  members.  In 
October,  we  closed  out  the  sailing 
season  with  a  day  on  the  Chesapeake 
Bay  in  a  Navy  44  training  sailboat. 
It  was  an  exciting,  wet,  stormy  day 
on  rough  seas  with  whitecaps.  After 
that,  we  resumed  our  "normal"  lives 
filled  with  family  events,  holiday 
gatherings,  bowling,  math  tutoring, 
church  music,  gardening,  and  the 
trials  and  tribulations  of  the  office 
building  Hank  helps  manage.  Many 
thanks  to  all  of  you  for  contributing! 


Nancy  McDonald  Legat 
109  Amelia  Court 
Lexington,  SC  29072 
dlegatl@sc.rr.com 


Meg  Livingston  Asensio 
79-812  Danielle  Court 
La  Quinta,  CA  92253 
meglala@aol.com 


Jean  Polk  Hanky 
1130  Crab  Point  Road 
White  Stone,  VA  22578 
jhanky@aol.com 

The  big  news  this  issue  is  our 
upcoming  40th  Class  Reunion, 
May  29-31,  2009.  Christie 
Wineholt  is  the  chairman  of  our 
Reunion  Planning  Committee, 
and  she  promises  to  hold  the 
event  in  Fredericksburg  rather 
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than  Charlottesville,  Va.,  where 
she  spent  most  of  her  time 
"visiting"  -  on  Thursdays  through 
Mondays  -  during  our  school  years! 
Linda  Gattis  Shull  and  Barbara 
Burton  Micou  are  co-chairs  of  the 
Reunion  Giving  Committee.  These 
three  gals  were  joined  by  Donna 
Cannon  Julian,  Jane  Jackson 
Woerner,  and  Jean  Polk  Hanky 
in  Fredericksburg  in  August  2008 
to  do  some  preliminary  planning 
for  the  reunion.  Iris  Harrell  is  an 
original  member  of  the  committee, 
but  she  could  not  attend  the 
meeting  as  she  was  entertaining 
President  Hample  and  area  alumni 
at  her  home  in  California.  As  a 
group,  we  decided  to  expand  our 
committee  to  help  network  with 
our  classmates.  Subsequently, 
we  were  joined  by  Linda  Marett 
Disosway,  Jeanine  Zavrel  Fearns, 
Linda  Eadie  Hood,  and  Bonnie 
Page  Hoopengardner.  Together,  we 
have  been  coordinating  with  Patti 
Boise  Kemp,  who  is  the  Alumni 
Association's  reunion  chairman  for 
all  classes  having  reunions  in  2009. 
It  is  our  sincere  hope  that  our  class 
will  continue,  and  even  improve,  its 
longstanding  loyalty  by  attending 
the  reunion  and  participating  in  the 
gift  -  participation  is  the  key  word 
here.  Many  fun  events  are  planned, 
the  campus  is  more  beautiful  than 
ever,  and  we  are  getting  excellent 
feedback  on  attendance  plans  from 
our  classmates.  You  will  be  hearing 
more  through  individual  contacts 
and  mailings.  Save  the  date  now  if 
you  have  not  already  done  so! 

Ann  Kucinski  Stenner  is 

teaching  first  grade  at  McAuliffe 
Elementary  School  in  Dale  City, 
Va.  She  hopes  to  attend  the  40th 
reunion  with  former  roommate 
Terry  Moore  Haines,  who  lives 
in  Wilmington,  Del.  Sally  Taylor 
Bramley's  husband,  Mike,  has 
retired  from  practicing  medicine 
in  Greenville,  N.C.,  and  they 
are  moving  to  the  Greensboro, 
Winston-Salem,  High  Point  area  to 
be  nearer  their  children.  Dorothy 
Craft  Evans,  formerly  known  as 
"Ditsy,"  is  assistant  headmaster  at 
Paideia  School,  an  independent 
K-12  school  in  Atlanta.  She  regrets 
she  won't  be  able  to  attend  reunion 
2009  because  of  heavy  year-end 
responsibilities  at  school.  On  June 
1,  Gloria  Shelton  Gibson  will 
become  chair  of  the  Myers  Park 
Baptist  Church  in  Charlotte,  N.C.,  a 
large,  progressive  American  Baptist 
Church.  She  previously  served  the 
church  as  chair-elect  for  one  year. 

Patricia  Weller  Wigginton's 

son  is  a  junior  at  UMW  and  loves 


it.  She  is  in  Fredericksburg  quite 
frequently  and  has  enjoyed  seeing 
the  college  grow  and  become  a 
university.  Norma  McNair  Sheap 
lives  in  Bridgewater,  Va.,  where  she 
works  seasonally  as  an  accountant 
after  receiving  a  master's  degree  in 
accounting  from  James  Madison 
University  in  1998.  She  and  her 
dermatologist  husband  have  five 
children  and  three  grandchildren. 
Dianne  Johnson  Clover  lives  in 
Sealy,  Texas,  and  was  busy  planning 
her  daughter's  Nov.  1,  2008, 
wedding.  She  is  going  to  try  to  come 
to  the  reunion  and  said  she  greatly 
values  the  liberal  arts  education  she 
received  from  Mary  Washington. 
Ann  Chatterton  Klimas  lives  in 
Randallstown,  Md.,  and  works 
for  the  state  of  Maryland.  She  is 
doing  well  and  plans  to  attend  the 
reunion.  Claudia 
Stell  Hawks  earned 
masters  degrees  in 
speech  pathology  and 
English  from  U.Va. 
She  has  taught  English 
for  a  number  of  years 
in  Portsmouth,  Va. 
She  plans  to  retire 
this  May.  She  has  two 
sons,  a  daughter,  and 
three  grandchildren.  One  of  her 
sons  plans  to  marry  on  the  West 
Coast  the  weekend  before  our 
reunion,  but  she  hoped  to  join  us  in 
Fredericksburg.  Lynn  Pierce  Brown 
has  been  living  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  for 
about  10  years  with  her  husband, 
Ed.  She  has  worked  in  planning  for 
Scholastic  Book  Fairs  for  about  nine 
years.  She  stays  in  close  touch  with 
Laura  Lee  Johnson  Karp  and  hopes 
they  both  will  make  the  reunion. 

Betty  Ferguson  Foster  and 

Linda  Marett  Disosway  enjoyed  a 
visit  in  early  August  with  Karen 
Kilgore  Ralston  at  Karens  beautiful 
vacation  home  in  Breckenridge, 
Colo.  Karen  was  spending  several 
weeks  in  Colorado  to  be  on  hand  for 
the  birth  of  her  second  grandchild, 
who  turned  out  to  be  a  boy  Reed 
Ralston.  Karens  husband,  Jim,  is 
retiring  as  general  counsel  for  a 
medical  products  company.  After 
living  in  Cincinnati  for  29  years, 
they  now  live  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 
They  have  a  son  who  is  a  lawyer,  and 
a  daughter  working  on  a  doctorate 
in  marine  biology  at  the  Florida 
Institute  of  Technology.  Their  older 
American  Craftsman  house  keeps 
them  busy.  Karen  does  millinery 
work  for  the  local  theater  and  takes 
care  of  vintage  clothing  for  another 
local  business.  Linda  was  spending 
time  in  Vail,  Colo.,  with  her 
daughter  and  four  grandchildren. 
They  had  hoped  to  get  together  with 


Lou  Meyers  Daly,  who  lives  in  Vail, 
but  Lou  was  on  her  way  to  Beijing. 
All  of  these  gals  are  planning  to 
come  to  our  40th.  Lou  and  Andy 
celebrated  their  34th  anniversary 
in  Beijing.  They  were  there  to  cheer 
for  their  son,  Will,  who  competed 
in  the  four-man  lightweight  boat 
crew  event  at  the  2009  Summer 
Olympics.  Will,  at  25,  was  the 
youngest  member  of  the  team.  His 
team  won  a  gold  medal  in  July  at  the 
World  Championship  competition 
in  Linz,  Austria,  thereby  qualifying 
for  the  Olympics.  It  was  on  to 
Beijing  for  the  whole  family.  Both 
sons,  Will  and  Drew,  celebrated 
their  birthdays  while  in  Beijing. 
Lou  said  it  was  an  "experience  of  a 
lifetime"  to  be  able  to  celebrate  all 
those  milestones  as  well  as  root  for 
their  son  and  the  U.S.  teams. 


Iris  Harrell  '69  increased  her 
existing  scholarship,  which  is 
named  in  honor  of  her  mother, 
an  entrepreneur  who  raised 
four  children. 


Since  leaving  ABC  News, 
Judy  Mansfield  Muller  has  been 
teaching  broadcast  journalism  as  a 
member  of  the  tenured  faculty  at  the 
University  of  Southern  California. 
She  also  continues  her  work  as  a 
commentator  and  reporter,  writing 
a  weekly  column  for  huffingtonpost. 
com  and  contributing  television 
stories  as  an  on-air  correspondent 
for  KCET  TV  in  Los  Angeles.  In 
addition,  she  continues  as  a  regular 
commentator  for  National  Public 
Radio's  Morning  Edition  and  is 
developing  a  new  radio  show  for 
public  radio  in  Los  Angeles,  for 
which  she  will  serve  as  co-host. 
Last  year,  Judy  won  an  Emmy  for  a 
television  documentary  California 
at  War,  which  she  co-wrote  and 
anchored.  It  aired  last  year  on  public 
television  throughout  California.  She 
is  working  on  another  documentary 
film,  Stand-Alone  Warrior,  about 
teenage  boys  from  Rhode  Island  who 
spent  three  weeks  last  summer  with 
teenage  boys  from  the  Cheyenne 
Reservation  in  Montana  and  how 
all  their  lives  were  changed  by  the 
experience.  Judy  is  also  working  on 
a  book  about  small-town  weekly 
newspapers  in  America,  titled  Emus 
Loose  in  Egnar:  Big  Stories  from 
Small  Towns. 

After  14  years,  Pat  Gwaltney 
McGinnis  retired  as  president  and 
chief  executive  of  the  Council  for 
Excellence  in  Government.  This 


powerful  and  influential  organization 

requires  that  its  members  be  private- 
sector  leaders  or  executives  who 
once  held  a  senior  position  in  the 
government  and  are  committed  to 
helping  it  improve  its  performance. 
Before  joining  the  council  in  1994, 
Pat  helped  found  the  FMR  Group, 
which  concentrated  on  education, 
energy,  and  communications 
policies.  Her  government  service 
included  work  in  the  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget,  where  she 
led  the  effort  in  1997  to  create  the 
federal  Department  of  Education. 
Pat  has  not  yet  announced  her 
future  plans;  perhaps  she  will  bring 
us  up  to  date  at  the  reunion.  Nancy 
Stevenson  Leeper  was  a  speech 
major  at  Mary  Washington  and  spent 
her  senior  year  at  U.Va.  She  and  her 
high  school  sweetheart,  Bob,  married 
in  1969  and  have  two  sons  who  are 
both  graduates  of  the  University  of 
Texas.  One  son  is  married,  and  they 
have  one  grandson.  Nancy  continues 
to  work  in  speech  therapy  as  a 
contractor  to  a  hospital.  Both  she  and 
Bob,  who  earned  his  undergraduate 
degree  in  engineering  at  Virginia 
Tech,  hold  master's  degrees  from 
the  University  of  Oklahoma.  Bob 
is  in  sales  at  Emerson  Process 
Management,  and  they  have  moved 
around  quite  a  bit  but  have  spent 
nearly  30  years  in  Texas.  At  one 
point,  they  lived  in  Wisconsin  where 
Bob  worked  for  Oscar  Mayer  and 
their  son,  Steven,  drove  the  Oscar 
Mayer  Wienermobile.  His  "hot 
dogger"  partner  -  as  they  were  called 
-  is  now  his  girlfriend!  Nancy  hoped 
to  attend  Reunion  and  catch  up  with 
everyone  there. 

Carolyn  Kreiter-Foronda 

reported  that  she  spends  a  great 
deal  of  time  writing  and  painting  as 
well  as  giving  presentations  as  the 
immediate  past  Poet  Laureate  of 
Virginia.  She  and  her  husband  took 
up  ballroom  dancing  several  years 
ago.  She  said,  "Patricio  is  a  natural, 
but  then  dancing  flows  through  the 
blood  of  all  South  Americans  -  he 
was  born  in  Chile."  Connie  Hinson 
lives  in  Kilmarnock,  Va.,  and 
manages  a  bookstore  called  Twice 
Told  Tales.  She  carries  Carolyn's 
poetry  books  in  her  store  and  is 
working  on  having  her  do  a  poetry 
reading  there.  In  addition  to  work, 
Connie  was  staying  busy  with 
church  and  family  activities. 

Linda  Hawkins  Brannon 

and  her  husband,  Hillman,  live 
in  Tallahassee,  Fla.  Hillman  is  a 
certified  public  accountant,  and  it 
was  a  position  in  that  field  that  first 
took  them  to  the  Florida  panhandle. 
Though  she  majored  in  biology, 
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Linda  went  back  and  earned  a 
master's  degree  in  occupational 
therapy  at  Virginia  Commonwealth 
University.  She  is  an  occupational 
therapist  in  Leon  County  schools. 
They  have  one  son,  who  is 
married  and  who  attends  Fuller 
Seminary.  He  is  gifted  musically. 
Linda's  mother  is  92  and  lives  in  a 
retirement  community  near  them. 

Mary  Page  "Pidge"  Williams 
Walden  reported  that  she  was 
continuing  treatment  for  metastatic 
breast  cancer  and  was  doing  well. 
One  of  her  sons  and  his  wife, 
who  had  two  boys  and  adopted  a 
Chinese  child,  were  planning  to 
adopt  again  within  the  next  year,  so 
Pidge  and  her  husband  were  looking 
forward  to  being  grandparents 
once  again.  Pidge  loves  being 
retired  and  wonders  how  she  taught 
all  those  years.  She  was  looking 
forward  to  attending  the  2009 
reunion.  Barbara  Marks  Poppleton 
and  husband  Don  are  expecting 
their  sixth  grandchild  in  March 
2009.  Though  they  now  live  in  St. 
Augustine,  Fla.,  they  retain  a  home 
at  the  New  Jersey  shore,  and  all  the 
family  gathered  there  last  summer. 
Her  mom,  88,  still  lives  in  Fairfax 
County.  Barbara's  sister,  Pam,  went 
to  UMW,  and  Pam's  son  is  a  student 
there  now.  Another  nephew  has 
already  graduated  from  UMW. 

Janis  Cash  Weisberg  and 
her  roommates,  Greta  Cornick 
Holland  and  Ginny  Cross  Wood, 

share  the  distinction  of  being  among 
the  first  to  move  off  campus  and 
into  an  apartment  our  senior  year, 
the  first  year  it  was  allowed.  Janis 
originally  came  from  Norfolk,  Va., 
and  has  remained  there.  She  and  her 
husband  of  39  years,  Ed,  have  lived 
in  their  home  for  30  years.  They 
have  two  daughters,  one  married 
with  two  boys  in  Norfolk,  and  one 
in  Texas  who  was  expecting  her  first 
child.  Janis  is  active  in  the  Norfolk 
Sister  City  Organization,  which 
is  a  national  organization  begun 
by  then-president  Eisenhower  to 
foster  better  relations  between  cities 
around  the  world.  Janis,  who  was 
an  art  history  major,  paints  china 
and  makes  jewelry.  Elizabeth  Kern 
Odom  Loughran,  originally  from 
Arlington,  Va.,  but  now  in  Sandston, 
Va.,  was  a  dance  major  at  UMW 
and  still  participates  in  ballet  for 
recreation  and  exercise.  She  highly 
recommends  it  as  an  excellent  way 
to  remain  limber.  Her  husband  is 
also  athletic,  so  they  enjoy  a  shared 
interest  in  fitness.  Both  of  their 
daughters  graduated  from  UMW. 
Many  will  remember  that  Kern  lost 
her  daughter,  Meredith,  a  pilot,  10 


years  ago  in  a  tragic 
accident  while  she 
was  landing  on  a 
carrier.  Her  other 
daughter,  Catherine, 
was  a  French 
major.  Kern  enjoys 
working  as  a  dental 
assistant  a  few  days 
a  week.  She  has  been 
married  40  years  to 
her  husband,  John. 


Bobbie  Burton  '74  has  a  new 
vocation  as  executive  director  of 
Longwood  University's  Hull  Springs 
Farm  on  Virginia's  Northern 
Neck.  She  and  co-workers  are 
converting  a  waterfront  property 
and  former  working  farm  into  an 
environmental  education  center. 


Barbara 
Churney  Suhre,  originally  from 
Fairfax,  Va.,  and  now  in  Silver 
Spring,  Md.,  retired  three  years  ago 
after  35  years  with  the  National 
Archives.  She  has  many  connections 
with  Mary  Washington  -  two  of 
her  younger  sisters  graduated  there, 
as  well  as  other  family  members 
and  friends.  Barbara  married  in 
1970  while  her  husband  was  at 
Fort  Meade,  and  he  then  served 
in  Vietnam.  He  also  ended  up 
working  for  the  federal  government. 
She  hopes  to  attend  our  reunion. 
Carol  Greenwood  Trejo,  a  political 
science  major,  was  originally  from 
Vernon  Hill,  Va.,  but  has  lived 
with  her  husband,  Placido,  in 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  since  1975.  They 
have  no  children  but  LOTS  of 
grandchildren:  she  teaches  middle 
school.  She  would  like  to  retire 
soon.  She  stays  in  touch  with  her 
roommate  and  suitemates,  and  they 
all  plan  to  attend  the  2009  reunion. 
Betty  Olander  Adams,  originally 
from  Scarsdale,  N.Y.,  and  a  history 
major,  now  lives  in  Glenwood, 
Md.,  with  her  husband,  Alec.  She 
underwent  elbow  replacement 
surgery  (which  is  very  rare),  and  the 
recovery  process  was  more  involved 
than  she  had  hoped.  Betty  has  been 
practicing  law  for  18  years  in  the 
same  firm  as  her  husband.  They 
met  while  she  attended  UMW  and 
he  was  at  U.Va.  and  then  Quantico. 
They  have  no  children  but  live  on  a 
63-acre  farm  about  30  miles  north 
of  Washington,  D.C.,  where  they 
have  a  32-year-old  horse  named 
Texas  as  well  as  two  Arabians 
named  Major  and  Moose.  Her 
husband  enjoys  endurance  riding 
and  also  foxhound  riding. 

Terry  Pinkard  Horres  was  a 

sociology  major  from  Martinsville, 
Va.,  but  now  lives  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
S.C.  She  has  been  in  real  estate  for 
28  years,  and  prior  to  that,  she  did 
social  work.  She  has  been  married 
to  Don  for  16  years,  and  each  had 
two  children  when  they  merged 
their  families.  Their  four  children 
are  now  ages  33,  33,  35,  and  36.  Don 
recently  took  a  new  job  as  chief 
executive  for  their  3,000- member 


Presbyterian  Church.  Both  are 
active  there,  and  Terry  is  a  deacon. 
Terry  hoped  to  attend  the  2009 
reunion,  but  most  of  her  travel 
recently  involved  trips  to  Virginia 
to  visit  her  ailing  mother  and  to  see 
her  children. 

Iris  Harrell  wrote  that  she 
and  longtime  partner  Ann  Benson 
were  legally  married  at  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  in  Portola  Valley, 
Calif.,  on  Sept.  7,  2008.  Their  only 
living  parent,  Ann's  mother,  90  and 
a  graduate  of  American  University, 
gave  her  blessing  and  proudly 
attended.  In  August,  Iris  hosted  an 
alumni  event  for  her  area  at  her 
home.  President  Hample  attended  as 
well  as  13  alums,  including  one  male 
from  the  '80s  and  our  own  Phyllis 
Newby  Thompson!  As  a  result  of 
this  meeting  and  talking  about  ways 
to  participate  in  reunion  giving, 
Iris  has  decided  to  make  provisions 
in  her  will  to  increase  her  existing 
scholarship,  named  in  memory 
of  her  mother,  to  the  Washington 
Scholarship  level.  A  Washington 
Scholarship  is  merit-based  and 
provides  one  student  with  a  full  ride 
for  four  years.  Iris  notes  that  her 
mother  did  not  have  the  chance  to 
go  to  college,  but  she  desperately 
wanted  that  opportunity  for  her 
children.  While  Iris  was  at  UMW  on 
scholarship  and  student  and  teacher 
loans,  her  parents  divorced  her 
senior  year.  She  had  no  resources 
or  scholarships  left  to  complete  her 
studies,  but,  through  the  kindness 
of  the  college,  money  was  found 
for  Iris  to  stay  for  her  senior  year 
and  graduate  with  her  class.  As  a 
beauty  shop  owner  and  operator, 
Iris'  mother  earned  just  enough  to 
raise  and  feed  her  four  children. 
Three  of  those  four  children  now 
have  college  degrees,  and  that  would 
make  Mrs.  Harrell  so  proud  if  she 
were  still  alive.  Iris  said  her  "mother 
was  a  force  in  the  world,  especially 
my  world."  She  would  not  wish  to 
be  forgotten,  and  Iris  is  determined 
to  make  sure  that  does  not  happen. 
Her  scholarship  is  a  lasting  and 
appropriate  memorial. 


Bonnie  Page  Hoopengardner 

and  her  husband,  Roger,  sold  their 
home  in  Northern  Virginia  and 
moved  to  the  retirement  home 
they  just  built  in  Ford's  Colony 
near  Williamsburg,  Va.  Bonnie 
planned  to  keep  her  clients  in 
the  Washington  area  and  work 
primarily  from  home.  Pam  Hogan 
Baynard  wrote  that  she  and  her 
family  have  a  vacation  place  in 
Nags  Head,  N.C.,  where  they 
spend  as  much  time  as  they  can; 
it  is  such  a  convenient  drive  from 
their  home  in  Suffolk,  Va.  While 
in  Nags  Head  last  summer,  Pam 
had  a  mini-reunion  with  Chibba 
Watters  Miller,  who  came  up 
from  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  Laura  Tee 
Johnson  Atherton,  who  came 
down  from  Boston.  They  met  with 
Kathy  Thiel  '70,  Diane  Mowrey 
'71,  Pam's  daughter,  Amy  '94,  and 
Amy's  friend,  Mary  Fiscina  Landis 
'94,  over  pizza.  Everyone  enjoyed 
catching  up  and  pretending  they 
had  not  changed  since  graduation. 
Amy,  incidentally,  is  on  the 
reunion  planning  committee  for 
her  class,  and  we  met  her  at  our 
August  kickoff  meeting  -  a  nice 
coincidence!  Pam,  Chib,  and  Laura 
Tee  all  hope  to  make  it  to  the 
reunion.  Kay  Barnes  Goldberg  also 
lives  in  her  hometown  of  Suffolk, 
where  she  has  taught  school  for 
39  years  -  the  last  32  years  at 
independent  Nansemond-Suffolk 
Academy.  She  teaches  with  at  least 
four  UMW  alumni,  including 
Claudia  Stell  Hawks.  Kay  has  two 
daughters;  one  is  married,  and  her 
two  granddaughters  live  just  three 
blocks  away.  Kay  keeps  up  with  her 
roommate,  Dale  Winn  Dewenter, 
as  well  as  with  Pat  Thomas 
Marcus,  who  divides  her  time 
between  Fredericksburg  and  living 
on  her  boat  in  the  Florida  Keys. 

After  earning  a  Mary 
Washington  degree  in  political 
science,  Dianne  Bona  earned 
a  master's  degree  in  human 
resources  from  George  Washington 
University.  She  was  head  of  human 
resources  for  FEMA  during  the 
Clinton  administration;  she 
retired  in  2001  after  33  years  of 
government  service.  Since  then, 
Dianne  has  earned  a  bachelor  of 
science  in  nursing  and  has  nearly 
completed  a  master's  degree  in 
advanced  clinical  practice.  She 
lives  in  Vienna,  Va.,  and  works  full 
time  for  Arlington  County  Public 
Health  in  disease  surveillance  and 
investigation.  She  has  been  married 
to  John  Karpovich  for  27  years, 
and  she  has  a  daughter  who  earned 
a  bachelor's  and  a  master's  degree 
from  Tulane  University. 
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Birdie  Nuckols  grew  up  on  a 
farm  in  the  Danville,  Va.,  area.  She 
retired  from  the  military  10  years 
ago,  after  24  years  of  service.  Her 
husband  is  also  retired  military, 
and  they  both  enjoy  playing  golf 
in  Richmond,  where  they  now 
reside.  Birdie  has  attended  reunions 
before  when  she  lived  in  Northern 
Virginia  and  will  try  to  come  for 


the  day  this  spring.  Jenna  Bradford 
Hudgens  married  a  man  from 
Lufkin,  Texas,  and  has  lived  there 
since  1976.  She  taught  school  until 
her  two  daughters  were  born  16 
months  apart,  and  then  she  retired 
to  stay  home  and  raise  them.  Both 
daughters  went  to  Baylor  University 
and  are  speech  therapists,  married, 
and  living  in  Roswell,  N.M.,  which 


is  an  1 1-hour  drive  from  Lufkin. 
Jenna  has  no  immediate  family  left 
in  Virginia  but  stays  in  touch  with 
Margaret  Howard  in  Lebanon,  Va. 
Linda  Steinhoff  Faulkner  came 
to  UMW  from  the  west  suburbs  of 
Philadelphia  with  four  girls  from 
her  high  school.  She  was  a  biology 
major  and  worked  in  medical 
research  for  about  10  years.  After 


her  children  were  born,  she  stayed 
home  with  them  and  now  works  as  a 
community  volunteer.  Her  daughter 
is  married  to  an  F- 1 5  pilot  and  lives 
in  Anchorage,  Alaska.  Linda  and  her 
husband  have  been  out  to  Alaska 
twice  to  visit  -  the  last  time  was  July 
4,  and  she  wore  fleece  with  a  rain 
jacket  over  top!  Her  son  finished 
college,  lived  in  Colorado,  and  has 


Alison  Heartwell  '70  (left)  and  Donna  Cote  '71 
are  deputy  director  and  director,  respectively, 
of  the  Central  Rappahannock  Regional 
Library,  which  ranked  at  the  top  in  Hennen's 
American  Public  Library  Rating  Index. 


Alumnae  Know  Chapter  and  Verse 
How  to  Grow  Award-Winning  Library 

A  duo  of  Mary  Washington  graduates  is  behind  the  highest-rated  library  system  in  Virginia  and 
one  of  the  top  10  of  its  size  in  the  country. 

Donna  Griffin  Cote  '71  is  director  of  the  Central  Rappahannock  Regional  Library, 
headquartered  in  Fredericksburg,  and  Alison  Heartwell  '70  is  deputy  director.  The  library 
received  top  honors  in  the  2008  Hennen's  American  Public  Library  Rating  Index,  based  on 
objective  factors  including  circulation,  staffing,  materials,  reference  service,  and  funding  levels. 

Though  Cote  and  Heartwell  work  as  a  team  now,  they  didn't  know  each  other  well  when  both 
were  history  majors  at  UMW  -  even  though,  as  they  later  realized,  they  had  been  in  at  least  one 
class  together  and  had  many  of  the  same  professors. 

Both  women  fondly  remember  history  classes  taught  by  Art  Tracy,  Dick  Warner,  and  the  late 
Joseph  Vance;  political  science  with  Lewis  Fickett;  and  geography  with  the  late  Samuel  T.  Emory. 
And  they  both  consider  the  late  Margaret  Whidden,  who  was  the  wife  of  former  Dean  of  Students 
Reginald  Whidden  and  an  early  advocate  of  the  Fredericksburg  library,  a  mentor,  and  role  model. 

The  two  took  different  paths  to  careers  at  the  CRRL.  The  day  after  graduation  in  1971,  Cote 
walked  down  the  hill  and  applied  for  a  job  at  what  was  then  a  newly  opened  regional  library.  "I 
just  knew  I  had  to  work  for  this  library,"  she  recalled.  The  head  librarian  at  the  time,  Debby  Spiller, 
said,  "Oh,  I  have  a  job  for  you." 


Over  several  years,  Cote  balanced  her  library  work  with  academics,  earning  her  master's 
degree  in  library  science  at  Catholic  University  in  Washington.  She  commuted  to  class  via 
Greyhound  bus,  studying  as  she  traveled  each  direction. 

Heartwell  worked  for  two  years  in  Richmond  before  earning  her  master's  degree  in  library  science  from  the  University  of  Maryland.  Then  she, 
too,  was  hired  by  Debby  Spiller.  "It  was  like  coming  home  again,"  Heartwell  recalled. 

She  and  Cote  soon  figured  out  their  Mary  Washington  connections.  They  also  realized  that  their  working  styles  were  complementary,  a 
circumstance  that  has  served  them  well  throughout  their  library  partnership. 

"Donna's  full  of  the  possibilities,  and  I  come  along  with  the  practicalities,"  Heartwell  said  with  a  smile. 

Among  other  shared  commitments,  the  two  are  always  happy  to  offer  opportunities  for  internships  to  UMW  students,  Cote  said.  "Many  of  our 
best  people  have  come  from  Mary  Washington." 

Though  the  1970s  and  '80s  weren't  easy  times  for  professional  women  to  juggle  motherhood  and  careers,  the  library  was  a  flexible  place  that 
allowed  for  job  sharing  and  leave  for  family  responsibilities.  That  was  helpful,  as  each  woman  reared  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  adults. 

Cote  is  the  mother  of  Clare  Cote  Hedlund  '06,  Gillian  Cote  Cook,  and  Pierce  Cote.  She  remains  friends  with  her  former  husband,  Raymond 
Cote  '72,  and  notes  that  he  was  not  only  in  the  first  Mary  Washington  class  to  graduate  men  but  was,  by  virtue  of  his  early  spot  in  the  alphabet,  the 
first  male  graduate  to  march  across  the  stage  for  a  Mary  Washington  degree  that  year. 

Heartwell  is  married  to  Michael  Kuchinski,  who  was  an  adjunct  lecturer  in  the  computer  science  department  at  UMW  from  1990  to  2008.  She  is 
the  mother  of  Layton  Kuchinski  '08,  Will  Kuchinski,  and  Augusta  Kuchinski. 

Over  the  years,  the  library's  reach  and  mission  have  expanded.  Today,  CRRL  has  a  headquarters,  six  branches,  and  a  bookmobile  serving  nearly 
280,000  residents  of  Fredericksburg  and  the  counties  of  Stafford,  Spotsylvania,  and  Westmoreland.  Another  branch  is  scheduled  to  open  next  year. 

Among  other  programs  and  services,  the  library  emphasizes  accessibility  of  technological  skills  and  tools  by  offering  one-on-one  computer 
training  and  an  online  catalog,  premium  databases,  and  e-books.  "We  certainly  want  people  to  be  functioning  citizens,  and  you  can't  do  that  without 
being  on  top  of  the  technology,"  Heartwell  said. 

But,  Cote  notes,  older  technology  still  has  a  place  at  the  library.  "We  have  one  typewriter  that  we'll  let  you  use,  because  where  can  you  find  a 
typewriter?"  And  some  jobs,  such  as  filling  out  paper  forms,  truly  are  done  best  the  old-fashioned  way. 

Besides  everything  else  they  have  in  common,  Cote  and  Heartwell  share  a  passion  for  keeping  the  library  at  the  heart  of  the  community  and  using 
it  to  help  hold  together  a  region  increasingly  fragmented  by  commuting,  traffic,  and  economic  stresses. 

"It's  the  soul  of  the  community,  a  place  where  stories  are  shared,"  Cote  said. 

"It's  more  than  just  a  depository  of  books,"  Heartwell  added.  "We  touch  everyone's  life." 

-  Laura  Moyer 
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now  returned  home  to  find  a  job. 
She  keeps  up  with  roommates  Pam 
Dow  Shofner,  who  lives  in  Maine, 
and  Katliie  Hosfield  Fearon,  who 
has  lived  in  Nova  Scotia  since 
graduation.  Kathie  was  in  the  med 
tech  program  and  did  her  senior 
year  at  the  Medical  College  of 
Virginia  in  Richmond. 

Judy  Harrison  Wrenn  has 

retired  from  teaching  after  35 
years  in  the  Hanover  County  and 
Chesterfield  County  elementary 
schools.  Originally  from  Emporia, 
Va.,  ludy  married  her  high  school 
sweetheart.  Dennis  went  to 
Randolph-Macon  College,  worked 
as  a  guidance  counselor,  and 
has  also  retired  from  the  school 
system.  They  enjoy  gardening  and 
their  five  grandchildren.  Nancy 
Yeager  Allard  was  to  retire  in 
February  2009  after  36  years  with 
the  National  Archives  in  College 
Park,  Md.,  where  she  was  a  senior 
policy  specialist.  In  retirement, 
she  and  her  husband,  Paul,  were 
looking  forward  to  more  travel. 
They  went  to  Spain  last  fall  with 
Pauls  alma  mater,  the  College  of 
William  and  Mary,  alumni  travel 
club.  He  works  for  the  Fairfax 
County  Public  Library,  and  they 
reside  in  Springfield,  Va.  Barbara 
Bingham  works  for  the  Outer 
Banks  Community  Foundation, 
a  nonprofit  organization  that 
funds  broad-based  needs  in  the 
community.  She  works  with  donors 
to  secure  funds  that  are  later 
distributed  through  grants.  Barbara 
has  lived  in  Kitty  Hawk,  N.C.,  about 
10  years,  can  see  the  water  from 
her  house,  and  loves  to  walk  on 
the  beach.  She  stays  in  touch  with 
Kathleen  Hill  Marks. 

Elizabeth  McCorkle  Yancey 

came  to  Mary  Washington  in  1966 
and  went  to  summer 
school  to  get  enough 
credits  to  graduate 
with  a  chemistry 
degree  in  just  three 
years.  She  moved 
to  Charlottesville 
in  1969.  Starting 
as  a  volunteer  and  progressing  to 
a  paid  position,  she  works  with  a 
national  organization  that  records 
textbooks  for  the  blind  and  dyslexic 
Her  expertise  is  in  science,  math, 
and  computer  subjects.  She  and 
her  husband,  Bob,  have  two  grown 
children,  both  graduates  of  Virginia 
Tech.  Her  son  still  resides  in 
Blacksburg,  and  her  daughter  lives 
in  Toronto,  where  she  works  for  the 
University  of  Toronto. 

Cathie  O'Connor  Woteki 

applied  to  Mary  Washington  as  a 


high  school  junior  from  Argentina, 
where  she  lived  with  her  military 
lamily.  She  knew  her  dad  would  be 
stationed  at  the  Pentagon,  so  she 
wanted  to  attend  a  good  school 
nearby.  As  a  freshman,  she  took  part 
in  the  Operation  Match  project,  an 
early  but  very  elementary  version  of 
today's  eharmony.com  -  I  think  a  lot 
of  us  did  this,  I  know  my  roommate 
and  I  did!  Anyway,  Cathie  met  Tom, 
a  math  student  at  Virginia  Tech,  and 
they  dated  her  entire  undergraduate 
tenure.  They  both  went  on  to  get 
masters  degrees  and  then  doctorates 
from  Tech  -  he  in  statistics  and  she 
in  human  nutrition.  They  married 
while  they  were  in  graduate  school. 
She  began  a  career  in  research  and 
public  policy  with  stints  as  the 
undersecretary  for  food  safety  in 
the  Clinton  administration,  four 
years  as  the  first  woman  dean  of 
agriculture  at  Iowa  State  University, 
and  presently  global  director  of 
scientific  affairs  for  Mars  Inc.  in 
McLean,  Va.  Tom  now  heads  a 
business  unit  for  Cisco  Systems. 
At  Mars,  a  global  pet  food  and 
confectionery  corporation,  Cathie 
manages  the  entire  science  portfolio. 
One  current  project  includes 
launching  a  research  program  in 
collaboration  with  IBM  to  map  the 
cocoa  genome.  This  will  involve 
travel  to  Ghana  in  addition  to  the 
usual  worldwide  travel  that  her  job 
requires.  In  concluding  her  update, 
Cathie  said  we  need  to  fast-forward 
from  the  days  of  Operation  Match. 
After  her  mother  died  and  Tom's 
father  died,  the  remaining  parents 
began  a  relationship  and  ultimately 
eloped!  Her  dad  is  now  90  and  his 
mother  is  84  -  they  are  healthy, 
happy,  and  enjoying  life.  As  a  family, 
they  say  they  sure  got  their  money's 
worth  from  Operation  Match! 


\  Martha  Anderson  '74  completed  a 

'   doctorate  in  nursing  practice  with 

a  focus  on  gerontological  nursing. 


Again,  here  is  a  final 
reminder  about  Reunion,  May 
29-31,  2009.  The  weekend  will 
have  some  familiar  events  and 
there  will  be  some  major  changes. 
Instead  of  a  class  party  at  2  p.m. 
on  Saturday,  we  will  have  a  class 
dinner  Friday  night  at  Brock's 
Riverside  Grill  in  a  private 
upstairs  room.  This  is  positively 
the  best  place  in  Fredericksburg 
to  have  a  dinner  party!  It  will 
be  so  much  better  to  reconnect 
with  our  classmates  on  Friday 
night  to  begin  Reunion  Weekend, 


rather  than  wait  until  Saturday 
afternoon  as  before.  We  will  all 
try  to  stay  at  the  same  hotel,  have 
designated  seating  together  at 
the  Saturday  picnic  under  the  big 
tent  at  Palmieri  Plaza,  meet  for 
Sunday  breakfast  at  the  Jepson 
Alumni  Executive  Center,  and 
just  generally  get  to  spend  more 
time  together  than  in  the  past. 
Interspersed  with  these  events 
will  be  campus  tours,  lectures 
by  some  of  the  most  popular 
professors,  a  peek  at  the  newly 
renovated  Ann  Carter  Lee  Hall, 
a  last  look  at  Monroe  Hall  before 
it  is  renovated,  and  so  much 
more.  At  this  point,  we  expect  a 
record  turnout;  make  sure  you 
are  included  and  don't  worry  if 
you  have  never  come  to  a  reunion 
before.  Your  reunion  committee 
wants  to  bring  you  home,  and  you 
will  feel  like  you  never  left  -  that's 
a  promise! 


Carole  J.  LaMonica  Clark 
P.O.  Box 3136 
Boone,  NC  28607 
clarktjcj@apptechnc.net 

I  received  a  lovely  note  from  Susan 
"Susie"  Duffey  DiMaina.  She 
lives  in  Northern  Virginia  with  her 
husband,  lohn,  who  is  employed 
at  the  International  Monetary 
Fund  in  Washington,  D.C.  Her 
only  child,  Caitlin,  graduated 
from  high  school  last  June  and  is 
a  student  at  Holy  Cross  College  in 
Worcester,  Mass.  Helping  to  keep 
her  spirits  up  are  her  dog,  Georgie, 
and  Mary  Washington  friends 
Karen  Anderson  Muszynski 
(Frederick,  Md.),  Barb  Bingley 
(Vienna,  Va.),  Francie  Cone 
Caldwell  (Richmond),  and  Karen 
Stifft  Carroll  (Roanoke).  The  gals 
get  together  for  a  mini-reunion  at 
least  once  a  year,  and  Laurie  King 
(Florida)  and  Carolyn  Woodruff 
Rogers  (South  Carolina)  try  to 
attend  when  they  can.  If  their 
gathering  is  in  Richmond,  they 
sometimes  lure  Cean  Wightman 
Cauthorne,  Sarah  Carter  Collier, 
and  Margaret  Muse  Carpenter 
to  join  them  for  dinner.  Susie 
also  keeps  in  touch  with  Kathy 
O'Neill  Argiropoulous,  Kathi 
Thiel  Wisemuller,  Mary  Pat 
O'Donnell  Wiegard,  and  Tina 
Kormanski  Krause,  all  of  whom 
live  in  Northern  Virginia.  Susie  is 
a  substitute  teacher  at  nearby  high 
schools. 

Please  send  me  your  news.  I 
would  love  to  hear  from  you. 


Karen  Laino  Giannuzzi 
CMR  450,  Box  632 
APO  AE  09705 
kapitankll  l@yahoo.com 


Sherry  Rutherford  Myers 
2236  Foxbane  Square 
Baltimore,  MD  21209 
dllmyers@netzero.com 


Debby  Reynolds  Lindner 
1433  6th  St. 
Coronado,CA  92118 
bdlinder@mac.com 


Karen  Sunnarborg 
3  Parkside  Drive 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02 130 
ksunnarborg@msn.com 

Elizabeth  Hazen  Williamson 
1812  Frenchmans  Crossing 
Fort  Wayne,  IN  46825 
bwilliamson8310@aol.com 

I  hope  this  finds  you  all  well.  We're 
wondering  where  the  time  has 
flown! 

From  Elizabeth:  Last  fall  was  a 
busy  one.  We  enjoyed  a  fast  trip  to 
Maine,  where  my  husband,  Earnie, 
joined  his  brother,  Rush,  in  a  hike 
up  Mt.  Katahdin  to  celebrate  the 
completion  of  his  through-hike 
on  the  Appalachian  Trail.  It's  quite 
an  accomplishment.  I  stand  in 
justifiable  awe  and  drink  champagne 
in  honor  of  Rush's  success,  but  can't 
imagine  hiking  for  six  months  in 
the  woods!  We  swung  by  Virginia  to 
visit  my  family  before  returning  to 
Fort  Wayne,  and  shortly  thereafter, 
Earnie  left  for  a  three-week  bike 
trip  in  Switzerland.  Not  a  cyclist,  I 
stayed  home  this  time  and  delved 
into  my  various  board  member  and 
volunteer  activities.  I  think  we  both 
enjoyed  ourselves.  A  quick  trip  to 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  followed,  where 
we  caught  up  with  our  youngest 
daughter  and  participated  in  her 
adventures  for  a  few  days. 

Martha  Anderson  wrote 
to  say  that  although  she  was  in 
our  Mary  Washington  class,  she 
actually  graduated  from  University 
of  Virginia  School  of  Nursing.  She 
still  keeps  up  with  Jackie  Mason, 
Ann  Isidoridy,  and  Lisa  Spey.  Her 
big  news,  however,  was  that  she  has 
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completed  a  doctorate  in  nursing 
practice  at  Case  Western  Reserve 
University  in  Cleveland.  Her  focus 
was  on  gerontological  nursing,  and 
her  research  was  titled  "Targeted 
Interventions  in  Older  Adults 
with  Mild  Cognitive  Impairment." 
Congratulations  to  you,  Martha! 
Keep  up  the  great  work,  and  continue 
your  research,  please.  We  may  well 
be  looking  toward  you  tor  help  in  the 
coming  years!  Incidentally,  Sherri 
Mikel  Parrish  and  her  husband, 
John,  reported  earlier  that  they,  too, 
work  in  the  geriatric  field;  you  all 
might  want  to  do  some  interclass 
networking.  There  is  always  news  to 
share  and  things  we  can  learn  from 
one  another. 

Bobbie  Burton  shared  that  after 
about  10  years  in  the  role  of  vice 
president  of  university  advancement 
at  Longwood  University,  she  left 
to  become  executive  director  of 
Longwood  University's  Hull  Springs 
Farm  in  Westmoreland  County  on 
Virginia's  Northern  Neck.  She  and 
her  co-workers  are  slowly  converting 
an  incredible  637-acre  waterfront 
property  and  former  working  farm 
into  an  environmental  education 
center  focusing  on  sustainable 
farming  and  forestry,  living 
shoreline  technologies,  and  wetland 
restoration.  Wow!  She  said  she  was 
delighted  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
apply  some  lifelong  interests  to  a  new 
vocation  in  a  beautiful  setting  and 
that  she  loves  living  on  the  Northern 
Neck.  It  sounds  wonderful.  I  think 
we  should  take  a  field  trip  to  Hull 
Springs  Farm,  Bobbie,  perhaps  as 
an  extension  of  our  next  reunion, 
hmmm? 

Speaking  of  our  reunion,  I 
hope  that  you  all  received  the 
reminder  magnet  with  the  date 
on  it:  we  officially  meet  again  May 
29-31,  2009,  for  "good  friends,  good 
memories,  and  good  fun."  I  hope  to 
see  you  all  there,  and  personally,  I'm 
not  worrying  about  trying  to  lose  an 
extra  10  pounds  or  getting  toned  up 
before  then  either!  Take  care. 


1877 


1975 


Armecia  Spivey  Medlock 
1605  Fairmount  Road 
Westlake  Village,  CA  91362 
vagirl805@msn.com 


1976 


Vicki  Sprague  Church 
155  Arbor  Creek  Way 
Roswell,  GA  30076 
churchflint8 1 6@aol.com 

Mary  Byrd 

754 '/:  S.  Marengo  Ave. 

Pasadena,  CA  91 106 

byrdland@charter.net 


1971 


Helen  Taylor  Salter 
2494  E.  Harbor  Circle 
Grand  Junction,  CO  81505 
salter2@earthlink.net 


Cindy  Clark 
8  Peaceful  Lane 
Norwalk.CT  06851-3404 
cclarkct@optonline.net 

!    •■ 

Barbara  Emerson 
5412  Hampton  Forest  Way 
Fairfax,  VA  22030 
emers3@msn.com 

Patrick  Everett 

2022  Columbia  Road  NW,  No.  307 

Washington,  DC  20009 

everettp4@aol.com 

From  Barbara:  Thanks  for  those 
who  sent  news. 

Gayle  Weinberger  Petro,  Lisa 
Bratton  Soltis,  Nancy  Quaintance 
Nelles,  Donna  Anaya,  and  Julia 
Belvin  '72  went  to  Montpelier,  the 
home  of  James  Madison  in  Orange, 
Va.,  in  late  fall  for  the  horse  races. 
Apparently,  the  "races"  really  are 
a  tailgating  cocktail  party  where 
you  occasionally  see  a  horse.  They 
stayed  at  a  bed  and  breakfast  in 
Orange  called  the  Holladay  House 
and  had  a  wonderful,  fun -filled 
weekend,  telling  stories  and 
reliving  old  memories.  Lisa  had  an 
opportunity  to  meet  President-Elect 
Obama  and  former  President 
Clinton  and  had  her  photo  taken 
with  them  when  they  were  in 
Roanoke  campaigning.  She  was 
able  to  see  Sarah  Palin  as  well 
during  the  recent  busy  campaigns. 
Lisa  is  really  a  political  junkie!  She 
also  had  an  article  written  about 
her  in  the  UMW  Annual  Report. 
Lisa  and  Gayle  went  to  a  dinner  at 
UMW  where  William  Crawley  was 
autographing  his  book,  a  history 
of  Mary  Washington.  According  to 
Lisa,  the  book  is  great. 

In  other  news:  Nancy 
Quaintance  Nelles  lost  her  mom  in 
October.  We  send  our  condolences 
to  Nancy.  Sally  Hart  Morgan's 

daughter,  Jessie,  is  attending 
Clemson  University.  This  is  her 


Douglas  H.  Dolton  78  heads  an  innovative  international  firm  that 
borrowed  from  the  Web-based  social  networking  idea  used  by  MySpace 
and  Facebook.  Where  those  two  entities  created  new  ways  for  people 
to  communicate  and  share  information,  Dolton's  company  applies  a 
similar  concept  to  promoting  consumer  loans. 

London-based  Zopa  Ltd.  launched  in  2005  as  the  worlds  first 
people-to-people  (P2P)  lending  company.  The  basic  idea  is  that 
borrowers  and  lenders  deal  one-on-one  rather  than  using  a  bank  as 
middleman.  "We  have  the  borrowers  in  the  UK  who  apply  for  a  loan 
directly  interacting  with  the  lenders,"  Dolton  explained.  "We  have 
eliminated  the  huge  layer  of  people  in  between."  Zopa  underwrites  the 
loans,  and  the  default  rate  is  less  than  1  percent. 

With  Zopa 
operations  in  the 
UK  and  Italy,  and 
another  being 
readied  in  Japan, 
Dolton  travels 
often  and  with  ease. 
(Zopa  withdrew 
from  the  U.S. 
market  in  October 
2008  after  a  10- 
month  venture.) 
He  is  used  to  it;  as 
a  boy,  his  father's 
career  took  the 
family  all  over  the 
world.  Dolton  was  a 
high  school  junior 
on  the  Jersey  Shore 
when  the  family 
was  transferred  to 
Fredericksburg.  Not 
relishing  the  idea  of 
spending  his  senior  year  at  a  new  school  in  a  new  town,  he  graduated  at 
16  and  began  plotting  his  escape  back  north  of  the  Mason-Dixon  line. 

Fate  intervened  when  his  father  met  the  president  of  Mary 
Washington  at  a  business  lunch  in  1974  and  learned  that  the  school  had 
begun  admitting  men.  Dolton  enrolled  reluctantly  that  fall.  "My  whole 
entire  goal  was  to  go  for  one  semester  and  transfer." 

But  once  at  Mary  Washington,  he  came  under  the  spell  of 
economics  professors  John  Pickerill  and  Jack  Albertine.  "They  really 
energized  me,  in  particular  about  economics,"  he  recalled.  "The  school 
was  the  right  size,  and  the  teachers  cared."  And  UMW  s  honor  code 
influenced  his  decision-making  throughout  his  career,  Dolton  added. 

In  his  first  job  out  of  college,  he  earned  a  princely  annual  salary 
of  $7,020  as  a  bank  teller  in  Northern  Virginia.  But  the  job  was  a 
good  platform  for  Dolton's  fascination  with  consumers  and  market 
conditions.  He  moved  into  writing  software  for  the  bank,  then  data 
processing  management.  When  the  bank  merged,  Dolton  became  the 
youngest  vice  president  at  the  largest  savings  and  loan  in  Virginia.  And 
at  age  26,  he  was  named  CEO  of  a  small  bank  in  Wheaton,  Md. 

Dolton  then  led  a  consumer  lending  company  in  Herndon,  Va., 
and  one  of  the  nations  fastest-growing  student  loan  companies  in  San 
Francisco,  where  he  currently  lives.  Noting  his  30-plus  years  of  experience, 
Zopa  tapped  him  as  its  global  CEO  in  March  2007.  The  company  name 
stands  for  Zone  of  Possible  Agreement,  a  negotiating  term  for  the  bounds 
within  which  agreement  can  be  reached  between  two  parties. 

His  best  skill,  Dolton  said,  is  identifying  the  right  people  to  build 
a  successful  team,  and  he  remains  friends  with  colleagues  from  his 
earliest  days  in  banking.  "Everywhere  we've  been  able  to  create  success, 
I  haven't  done  it  personally,"  he  said.  "I  get  groups  of  people  who 
work  together  effectively.  When  you  build  a  team  like  that,  you  know 
everyone's  pulling  the  same  way." 

-  Nancy  Alexander 
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freshman  year,  and  she  loves  it.  Lisa 
Roberts  Jett  left  the  Hast  Coast  to 
spend  some  time  out  west.  Windsor 
Barlow  Easier  traveled  to  tun  spots 
including  New  Orleans.  Sue  Moore 
Davis  was  beginning  to  look  at 
colleges  with  her  daughter,  Rachel. 
Barbara  Goliash  Emerson  was 
doing  likewise  with  her  son,  Doug. 

Sallie  Smith  Hutcheson  wrote 
that  Nena  Lee  Kobayashi  helped 
her  get  a  job  at  Alion  Science  and 
Technology  in  2008.  Both  live  in 
the  Alexandria,  Va.,  area  of  Fairfax 
County.  Their  duties  involved  data 
management  for  the  Navy  on  the 
Littoral  Combat  Ship  program, 
which  heavily  emphasizes  editorial 
skills  and  occasionally  allows  for  a 
peek  at  ship  construction  drawings. 
Sallie  noted  that  there  actually 
was  a  niche  for  her  art  history/ 
architectural  history  major.  She 
wrote,  "Nena  and  I 
make  a  great  work 
team,  and  are  still 
great  friends,  too. 
How  cool  is  that?"  In 
other  news,  she  said 
her  husband,  Drew, 
continues  his  general 
law  practice  in 
Alexandria,  and  son 
James,  20,  works  full 
time  at  a  local  music 
store  and  is  an  avid  electric  guitarist. 

I  hope  everyone  will  be  able 
to  make  it  back  for  our  30th 
reunion,  May  29-31.  Let's  have 
a  great  turnout.  And  when  you 
are  contacted,  please  consider 
contributing  generously  to  our 
alma  mater.  We  want  to  have  a  great 
showing  for  the  Class  of  79! 


Suzanne  Ross  Bevan 
407  Butternut  Drive 
Fredericksburg,  VA  22408 
serb@cox.net 

Pamela  Cropp  Jandrosits  lives 
in  Spotsylvania  County,  and  she 
"retired"  from  Southland/McLane 
Co.  in  1992.  She  works  as  a  credit 
specialist  at  Powell's  Furniture.  She 
has  two  children:  Andrew  '06,  25, 
and  Jessica,  18.  Andrew  graduated 
from  Mary  Washington  with 
degrees  in  chemistry  and  biology 
and  is  now  division  manager  for 
the  southwest  region  of  Dudick 
Inc.,  which  installs  commercial/ 
decorative  flooring.  He  recently 
wed  another  UMW  grad,  Ariadne 
"Dane"  Hernandez  '07,  with  only 
five  days  notice  to  his  family  as  his 
new  job  took  them  to  Glendale, 
Ariz.  Fortunately,  as  a  honeymoon 


was  not  in  the  cards,  the  couple 
had  taken  a  trip  to  Europe  a  few 
months  earlier.  Dane  has  applied 
to  several  dental  schools  in  the 
Phoenix  area.  Jessica  graduated 
from  Courtland  High  School 
last  year  and  will  pursue  a  career 
in  radiology  technology.  She 
started  her  preliminary  classes  at 
Germanna  Community  College 
and  will  apply  to  rad-tech  school  at 
Mary  Washington  Hospital.  Pam's 
family  has  a  home  at  the  beach  on 
Oak  Island,  N.C.,  where  Jessica 
enjoys  soaking  up  the  sun.  Pam  also 
reported  that  a  fourth  Mary  Wash 
grad  in  her  family,  niece  Michelle 
Sousa  Anderson  '98,  is  manager 
of  client  services  at  West  Asset 
Management  in  Fredericksburg. 
She  helps  schools  manage/collect 
student  loans.  Michelle  is  the  proud 
mom  of  Alex,  7,  and  Zach,  4. 


To  celebrate  their  50th  birthdays, 
1 980  grads  Beth  Murray 
Patterson,  Victoria  Prescott, 
Alison  Roedy  Mack,  Martha 
Williams  Locke,  and  Anne  Miller 
vacationed  together  in  Bermuda. 


Patricia  Clark  Payne  wrote 
that  she  and  her  husband,  Donald, 
have  owned  Battlefield  Heating 
and  Cooling  for  26  years.  Their 
two  grown  sons  work  with  them. 
The  Paynes,  Spotsylvania  residents 
and  world  travelers,  have  visited 
London,  Mexico,  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
Canada,  Alaska,  and  many 
Caribbean  islands.  Two  years  ago, 
Patricia  and  UMW  classmate 
Cynthia  Regensburg  Carmine 
went  to  Italy. 

To  celebrate  their  50th 
birthdays,  Beth  Murray  Patterson, 
Victoria  Prescott,  Alison  Roedy 
Mack,  Martha  Williams  Locke,  and 
Anne  Miller  vacationed  together 
in  Bermuda  in  September.  They 
all  lived  in  Willard  Hall  freshman 
year,  except  Martha,  who  lived  in 
Marshall,  and  they  have  stayed 
friends  over  all  of  these  28  years! 
They  get  together  about  four 
times  a  year  for  conversation  and 
dinner  with  other  alumnae  Christi 
Stegner  Ferrel,  Elinor  Barrett, 
and  Charlaine  Young  Cintron.  In 
Bermuda,  they  stayed  in  a  bed  and 
breakfast,  swam  at  Elbow  Beach, 
snorkeled  the  coral  reefs,  toured 
historic  St.  George,  and  shopped  in 
Hamilton. 

Beth  Murray  Patterson  lives 
in  Ashburn,  Va.,  with  her  husband, 


Scott,  and  children,  Kate,  19,  and 
Greg,  17.  She  is  a  systems  engineer 
for  Integrity  Applications  Inc.  Beth 
just  finished  1 1  years  as  a  Girl  Scout 
troop  leader  and  is  active  in  her 
stitching  and  quilting  groups.  Her 
daughter  is  a  freshman  at  William 
and  Mary,  and  her  son  is  a  junior  in 
high  school.  Scott  is  two  years  away 
from  retirement  from  the  National 
Geospatial-Intelligence  Agency.  Beth 
keeps  in  touch  with  Christie  Stegner 
Ferrell  of  Richmond,  Amy  Meyers 
Becker  of  Foothill  Ranch,  Calif.,  and 
Debbie  Richards  '79  of  Atlanta. 

Vicki  Prescott  lives  in 
Alexandria  with  her  two  daughters, 
Sarah,  17,  a  senior,  and  Laura,  15,  a 
sophomore.  She  is  busy  with  them, 
her  career,  and  her  friends,  and  she 
finds  a  little  time  for  gardening  and 
her  book  club.  Vicki  has  worked  for 
the  federal  government  for  28  years 
and  is  serving  on  a  rotation  at  the 
Pentagon  as  a  senior  policy  analyst 
with  the  under-secretary  of  defense 
for  intelligence. 

Alison  Roedy  Mack  of 

Springfield,  Va.,  has  two  children, 
both  in  high  school  -  Erin,  17,  a 
senior,  and  Devon,  14,  a  freshman. 
Alison  is  looking  at  colleges  with 
Erin.  Also,  after  many  years  at  home 
with  the  kids,  Alison  is  job  hunting. 
She  and  her  husband,  Tom,  plan 
to  retire  to  Tampa,  Fla.,  in  a  few 
years.  Martha  Williams  Locke  lives 
just  two  houses  down  from  Alison. 
She  has  three  children  -  John,  16, 
Shelby,  14,  and  Christian,  11.  She 
is  an  associate  for  Booz  Allen  and 
is  very  active  with  swimming  and 
sailing.  She  stays  busy  juggling 
kids'  activities  and  a  career,  and 
she  manages  to  enjoy  life.  World 
traveler  Anne  Miller  has  settled 
down  in  Morris  Plains,  N.J.,  at 
least  for  a  while.  In  the  past  few 
years,  she  completed  the  certificate 
program  in  historic  preservation 
from  Drew  University,  especially 
enjoying  the  courses  on  architecture 
and  landscape  design  -  as  opposed 
to  the  ones  on  zoning  and  fund 
raising!  She  is  the  benefits  manager 
for  Hooper  Holmes  and  currently 
spends  her  free  time  hiking  and 
volunteering  at  The  Stickley 
Museum  at  Craftsman  Farms. 

Clifford  "Ford"  Hart  has  been 
with  the  Foreign  Service  for  25 
years,  and  his  current  assignment 
is  in  Baghdad,  Iraq,  as  the  foreign 
policy  advisor  (POLAD)  to  the  U.S. 
general  in  operational  command 
of  coalition  forces  across  Iraq.  Ford 
finds  the  work  fascinating  and 
rewarding.  Being  away  from  wife 
Kay  and  daughters  Alice,  9,  and 
Ellen,  4,  is  the  most  difficult  aspect 


of  the  tour.  In  mid-2009,  Ford  will 
return  to  Washington,  D.C.,  to 
resume  assignment  as  POLAD  to 
the  chief  of  naval  operations.  We 
salute  you,  Ford! 

Katherine  Matt  Reilly  is  a 

medical  and  scientific  illustrator 
and  museum  content  developer.  She 
has  worked  at  Yale  University  and 
the  NASA  Institute  for  Advanced 
Concepts.  She  lives  in  Chicago, 
where  she  works  for  the  Chicago 
Museum  of  Science  and  Industry. 
Kathy  gave  an  invited  lecture 
titled  "The  Art  of  Science"  in 
October  to  the  UMW  Department 
of  Art  and  Art  History  and  to 
anatomy  students.  This  was  in 
collaboration  with  her  boss,  Dr. 
Robert  Cassanova,  who  showed 
his  photographs.  The  lecture  was 
given  at  the  Ridderhof  Martin 
Gallery.  Professors  in  attendance 
and  who  helped  coordinate  the 
event  included  Joseph  Di  Bella  and 
Bulent  Atalay.  Both  professors  were 
teaching  when  Kathy  graduated. 


Lori  Foster  Turley 
269  El  Chico  Lane 
Coronado.CA  92118 
turleys@sbcglobal.net 

Stephanie  Hamlett  is  a  lawyer 
serving  as  senior  counsel  to  the 
Virginia  attorney  general.  Her 
daughter,  Kristen  Elizabeth  Grotos 
(daughter  of  Karl  Grotos  '84), 
attended  Mary  Washington  in 
2003-04  before  transferring  to  the 
University  of  Richmond.  Kristen 
married  Josh  Spain  (Wake  Forest 
'04)  last  June.  Stephanies  son, 
Sterling  Grotos,  18,  is  a  senior  in 
high  school. 


Tara  Corrigall 

212  55th  St. 

Virginia  Beach,  VA  23451 

tara.corrigall@ubs.com 


Marcia  Guida  James 
2005  Long  Knife  Court 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
MarciaGJ@aol.com 

The  Class  of  1983  has  been  busy 
traveling  and  sending  kids  off 
to  college;  some  are  even  empty 
nesters.  Heidi  Brickell  Ullrich 
wrote  that  her  husband,  Michael, 
retired  from  the  Navy  in  July  after 
26  years  and  planned  to  work  for 
a  contractor  in  Virginia  Beach,  Va. 
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Let  us  hear  from  you! 


Material  received  by 


Daughter  Rachel,  a  college  senior, 
stayed  in  Chapel  Hill,  N.C.,  last 
summer  and  is  editor-in-chief 
of  the  Daily  Tar  Heel.  Following 
senior  year,  she  will  become 
sports  editor.  Son  Jacob  started 
at  George  Mason  University  and 
plans  to  major  in  government  and 
international  relations.  Heidi  still 
works  as  the  school-based  sub  at 
the  local  elementary  school  -  she 
loves  it. 

Susan  Leavitt  was  planning 
her  Washington,  D.C.,  wedding  and 
Cayman  Islands  honeymoon.  Kiki 
Connerton  Smith  had  been  in  San 
Diego  for  the  last  three  years  but 
has  now  moved  to  Hawaii.  Husband 
Dixon  gave  up  command  of  Naval 
Base  San  Diego  in  September  and 
took  command  of  Navy  Region 
Hawaii  as  a  rear  admiral  in  October. 
Their  two  sons  are  in  college;  Tucker 
is  a  senior  at  Oregon  State,  and  Zach 
is  a  sophomore  at  the  Art  Institute 
of  Portland.  Daughter  Cragan 
will  finish  her  last  two  years  of 
high  school  in  Hawaii.  Amanda 
Patterson  Ormond  and  her 
husband,  John,  took  their  daughters 
(Kelly,  1 1,  and  Renee,  15)  to  Europe 
for  the  first  time  last  summer.  They 
spent  time  in  Spain,  Scotland, 
and  England  and  were  able  to  get 
reacquainted  with  cousins  who 
live  outside  of  London.  Diane  Hitt 
Frazier  wrote  that  her  older  son 
will  graduate  in  May  from  U.Va. 
with  advanced  honors  and  a  double 
major  in  linguistics  and  religious 
studies.  He  plans  to  attend  graduate 
school  in  the  fall.  Her  younger  son  is 
a  high  school  junior  and  is  attending 
Governors  School. 

Vince  DiBenedetto  continues 
to  work  for  the  Loudoun  County 
Sheriff's  Office  as  an  investigator 
and  polygraph  examiner  after  22 
years  -  and  counting.  In  November 
2007,  he  was  elected  with  15 
write-in  votes  to  be  a  director  of 
the  Soil  and  Water  Conservation 
District.  He  has  served  on  that 
board  since  January  and  finds  it 


quite  interesting.  Vince  took  a  three- 
week  trip  to  Russia  and  England 
in  November  2007  and  cruised  to 
Bermuda  in  2008.  Pat  Schlimgen 
Martin  is  in  her  25th  year  with 
Prince  William  County  schools, 
and  her  husband,  Rick,  is  in  his 
30th  year  with  VDOT  They  have 
a  19-year-old  son,  William,  and  a 
15-year-old  daughter,  Janet.  Pat's 
brother,  Steven  P.  Schlimgen  '80, 
lives  in  Chesapeake,  Va.,  and  has 
three  beautiful  daughters  and  one 
grown  stepdaughter. 

Carter  Still  Sonders  wrote  that 
she  returned  to  UMW  for  the  25th 
reunion  in  May  and  had  a  blast!  Her 
co-worker,  Christine  Dominquez 
'01,  joined  her.  They  spent  time 
with  Mary  "Muffin"  Williamson 
Wilson  and  Sharon  Robertson 
Williamson.  Carter  also  had  a  mini- 
reunion  with  her  Mary  Washington 
roommate,  Susan  Carver 
Mottley,  in  April.  She  is  living  in 
Charlottesville  with  her  husband, 
Earl.  Carters  son,  Matthew,  played 
last  summer 
on  an  all-star 
baseball  team  for 
8-year-olds.  Oldest 
son  Christopher 
joined  the  Colonial 
Williamsburg 
Fife  and  Drum 
Corps.  David 

Petersen  wrote  that  he  is  an 
orthopedic  surgeon  specializing 
in  spine  surgery  in  Clearwater, 
Fla.  David  started  a  medical 
device  company  with  some  of  his 
inventions  and  is  currently  teaching 
his  new  spine  surgery  technique 
all  over  the  country  and  in  Europe. 
David  is  divorced  with  three  girls, 
Jenn,  20;  Michelle,  17;  and  Kelly,  13. 
He  is  dating  a  wonderful  woman 
who  is  in  law  school  in  Miami. 

Mary  Ann  Mayer  wrote 
that  her  Mt.  Washington  Bed  & 
Breakfast  is  doing  well,  with  the 
best  fall  foliage  last  year  than  in  the 
previous  10.  Every  year,  she  donates 
gift  certificates  to  the  Topher  Bill 
Scholarship  Fund  auction.  She  has 
had  a  number  of  UMW  professors 
stay  at  the  B&B  in  Shelburne,  N.H. 
Teresa  Childers  Peterson  wrote 
that  she  and  her  husband  took  some 
nice  camping  vacations  last  year 
in  Florida  and  in  Colorado.  Last 
August,  they  traveled  the  southern 
coast  of  Oregon  for  their  22nd 
anniversary. 

Farah  Maynor  Marks  daughter, 
Marilyn,  is  pursuing  a  bachelor  of 
music  in  violin  performance  at  the 
Eastman  School  of  Music  at  the 
University  of  Rochester  in  New 
York.  Son  Samuel  is  in  ninth  grade, 


is  figuring  out  what  high  school  is  all 
about,  and  is  still  playing  baseball. 

Katherine  Farmer  wrote 
that  she  continues  to  stay  busy 
with  her  16-year-old  twin  sons, 
who  are  in  the  1 1  th  grade.  Martin 
runs  track  and  is  in  his  third  year 
of  the  Marine  Reserve  Officers' 
Training  Corps  program  at  his 
school.  Jonathan  is  an  honor  roll 
student  studying  Japanese.  He 
hopes  to  visit  Japan  this  summer 
with  his  school's  foreign  exchange 
program.  Katherine  is  busy  with 
Parent  Teacher  Student  Association; 
Marine  ROTC  Parent  Boosters;  her 
professional  organization,  Virginia 
Juvenile  Justice  Association;  and 
work.  She  received  a  promotion  in 
July  and  became  an  administrator; 
due  to  state  budget  cuts,  her  new 
position  was  eliminated.  So,  starting 
in  January,  she  was  to  commute 
from  Richmond  to  Fredericksburg 
to  be  an  intensive  parole  officer  with 
the  Fredericksburg  Juvenile  Court 
Service  Unit. 


Ford  Hart  '80,  who  has  been  in 
the  Foreign  Service  for  25  years, 
is  currently  assigned  to  Baghdad, 
Iraq,  as  a  foreign  policy  advisor. 


I  sent  my  oldest  off  to  college, 
and  he  is  enjoying  his  freshman 
year.  My  father,  90,  is  now  living 
with  us.  Since  he  cooks  fantastic 
Italian  dishes  and  cleans,  I'm  not 
complaining. 


Tara  Kilday  Lindhart 

4012  14th  St. 

Chesapeake  Beach,  MD  20732 

taralindhart@hotmail.com 


Patricia  Reinhardt 
145  Plain  Road 
Wayland,  MA  01778 
preinhardt@comcast.net 


id-iic  I  homas  Rizzo 
13608  Nubian  Court 

Herndon,  VA  20171 
Renc.Thomas-Rizzo@navy.mil 

Kimberly  Jones  Isaac 
310  NW  Compass  Drive 
Lawton,  OK  73505-5616 
mwc87@infinityok.com 


Marsha  D.  Baker 
3103  Scout  Trail 
Jamestown,  NC  27282 
RStarr66@msn.com 

Beverly  J.  Newman 

1509  Regency  Woods  Road,  No.  302 

Richmond,  VA  23238 

bevnewmn@yahoo.com 

Jay  Bradshaw 

40503  Quail  Hill  Lane 

Leesburg,VA  20175-6464 

Jaybradshaw747@aol.com 


Cheryl  Woody  Danielson  '89 
370  Madeline  Drive 
St.  Leonard,  MD  20685 
cheryl.danielson@earthlink.net 


Shannon  Reynolds  Torbett 
13330  Thornhill  Drive 
St.  Louis,  MO  63131 
Shannon.torbett@gmail.com 


w 


19! 


Lisa  A.  Harvey 
88  Highwood  Drive 
Franklin,  MA  02083 
lisharvey@msn.com 


Shannon  Eadie  Niemeyer 
36  Scotland  Circle 
Stafford,  VA  22554 
sfniemeyer@comcast.net 

Hello,  Class  of  1991. 1  have  enjoyed 
receiving  your  updates  over  the  last 
couple  of  years.  Please  keep  them 
coming!  This  time,  I  have  only  a 
little  news  to  report. 

Kate  Bailey  Krishnamurthy 

lives  in  Wilmington,  Del,  with 
husband  Vikram,  son  Arun,  and 
daughter  Bailey.  She  works  as 
the  governor's  communications 
director.  Her  husband  is  stewardship 
manager  for  the  Eastern  Shore  Land 
Conservancy  in  Maryland.  She  keeps 
in  touch  with  her  former  roommate, 
Melissa  Parmelee  Kidwell,  who 
is  living  in  Shawsville,  Va.  Melissa, 
who  is  a  project  manager  for 
Advance  Auto  Parts  in  Roanoke, 
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and  her  husband,  Darren,  have  two 
daughters,  Makenzieand  Meghan. 

Russell  Morgan  Painter 
lives  in  New  York  City  and  works 
on  acting,  singing,  dancing,  and 
stand-up  comedy.  He  has  written 
a  few  songs  and  is  working  on  two 
books.  You  can  see  him  on  the  big 
screen  in  the  Sex  and  the  City  movie, 
holding  a  door  for  Jennifer  Hudson. 
He  joined  the  Screen  Actors  Guild 
in  2007  and  has  done  some  print 
model  work.  He  is  a  "jack  of  all 
trades"  in  entertainment  in  NYC. 

I  hope  to  hear  from  many  more 
of  you  in  the  near  future.  Please 
contact  me  and  let  me  know  what 
you  have  been  up  to  lately. 


Kate  Stanford  McCown 
P.O.  Box  895 
Rutherford,  NJ  07070 
kate.s.mccown@ssa.gov 


Cheryl  L.  Roberts 
100  Liberty  St.,  No.l 2 107 
Columbus,  OH  43215 
chatatcha@yahoo.com 

Bethany  Zecher  Sutton 
2416-C  S.  Walter  Reed  Drive 
Arlington,  VA  22206 
sutton@aacu.org 

Murray  Chesno  lives  in  Chicago 
with  his  wife,  Alix,  and  children 
Max  and  Haley.  He  is  director 
of  sales  at  William  Wrigley  Jr. 
Company,  and  he  still  runs  a  lot  of 
miles.  He  enjoys  spending  weekends 
with  his  family  and  helping  his  wife 
with  her  four  Alixandra  Collections 
stores.  Shannon  Smith  Jeirles  and 
husband  Duane  Jeirles  '94  relocated 
from  Indianapolis  to  Forest,  Va.,  in 
2006.  She  left  her  job  working  with 
zoo  animals  to  become  a  stay-at- 
home  mom.  She  says  it  is  still  a  zoo 
environment,  just  a  little  different! 


Duane  began  working  for  Tyco 
Electronics  in  Lynchburg,  Va.  They 
are  glad  to  be  closer  to  family  and 
friends  in  Virginia  and  welcomed 
their  third  child,  a  little  girl,  in 
October. 

Sean  Michael  Dargan  '90  and 

his  wife,  Jennifer,  welcomed  their 
daughter,  Margaret  Marie.  Sean  is 
working  on  a  new  album  to  help 
celebrate  our  new  Democratic 
president  in  2009.  Sarah  Cooke 
Nevin  and  husband  Rob  Nevin 
'92  have  added  a  daughter,  Molly 
Juanita,  to  their  family.  Sarah  stays 
home  with  the  children,  and  they 
keep  her  running.  Sarah  enjoys 
photography,  but  manual  focus 
and  small  children  don't  mix!  Rob 
is  a  91 1  dispatcher  for  Henrico 
County,  Va.,  and  manages  a  men's 
baseball  team.  Sarah's  mother, 
Bonnie  Bobbitt  Cooke  '66,  is  a 
Mary  Washingfon  graduate.  Sarah 
and  Rob  see  several  1992  grads 
and  their  families  regularly:  Kent 


Ingram,  Gordon  Dixon,  Newton 
Tiffany,  Andy  Gustafson,  and  John 
Van  Vleet.  Both  Andy  and  John 
welcomed  first  children  into  their 
respective  families  this  year,  a  boy 
for  each.  Eric  and  Tammy  Pfde 
Stohr  had  their  third  daughter  last 
year. 

Brendan  Mahoney  has  led 

a  varied  and  interesting  life  since 
graduation.  He  became  a  Catholic 
seminarian  for  the  Diocese  of 
Richmond  and  studied  for  one 
academic  year  in  formation  in 
Baltimore.  Having  decided  that 
the  priesthood  was  not  his  true 
vocation,  he  left  formation  and 
later  worked  in  scuba  diving  in  the 
Florida  Keys.  He  later  took  a  job  at 
Loyola  College  in  Baltimore  and  for 
MBNA.  He  is  now  a  registered  nurse 
and  working  in  a  cardiac  unit  at  St. 
Mary's  Hospital  in  Richmond.  He 
still  enjoys  playing  the  drums  with 
other  local  musicians.  Brendan's 
dad,  Bernard  Mahoney,  retired  from 


Gregory  Sotzing  '93,  a  University  of 
Connecticut  professor,  invented 
a  polymer  that  can  change  colors 
and  produce  images  in  fabric. 


A  Passion  for  Polymers  is  the  Stuff  of  Invention 

For  some,  fame  and  riches  are  the  stuff  of  dreams,  but  for  Gregory  A.  Sotzing  '93,  it's  all  about  polymers  and 
color-changing  fabric.  Such  unconventional  passions  took  root  while  Sotzing  was  a  student  at  Mary  Washington, 
studying  with  Distinguished  Professor  of  Chemistry  Roy  Gratz. 

"I  remember  looking  at  his  patents  that  were  framed  on  his  wall  and  thinking  that  I  wanted  to  do  industrial 
research  and  write  patents  -  be  an  inventor,"  said  Sotzing,  now  an  associate  professor  of  chemistry  and  polymer 
science  at  the  University  of  Connecticut  in  Storrs. 

With  the  help  of  doctoral  students  working  under  him,  Sotzing  has  made  that  happen.  He  has  invented 
revolutionary  products  that  might  one  day  be  all  around  us,  including  a  flexible  electrochromic  polymer  that  can 
change  colors  or  produce  images  in  any  fabric. 

"Much  of  the  materials  that  you  see  around  you  are  fibers.  We  would  like  to  have  a  user  have  full  color 
control  of  the  fiber  -  have  it  be  a  display  or  have  your  solid  shirt  develop  stripes,"  Sotzing  said. 

That's  not  science  fiction:  since  everything  from  wallpaper  to  carpets  and  upholstery  contain  fibers,  Sotzing's 
research  is  investigating  ways  to  embed  images  in  fibers  and  display  complex  images.  Another  of  his  products  is 
being  used  by  a  company  to  extend  the  life  of  polymers  in  the  screens  of  electronic  devices. 


His  work  is  revolutionary  enough  that  both  New  Scientist  and  National  Geographic  magazines  have  reported 
on  it.  Right  now  he's  working  on  a  contract  with  two  major  companies  regarding  his  experiments,  but  he's  not  able  to  say  more  about  it  -  for  now. 

Sotzing,  who  grew  up  in  Spotsylvania,  Va.,  did  graduate  study  at  the  University  of  Florida  after  getting  his  start  at  Mary  Washington.  "Professor 
Gratz  had  me  convinced  that  polymer  chemistry  was  the  direction  to  head,  but  that  I  should  pursue  a  Ph.D.  in  my  favorite  subject,  organic 
chemistry,"  he  said.  Sotzing  also  knew  that  studying  polymers  could  allow  him  to  "invent  something  that  would  lead  to  patents,  and  eventually 
commercialization." 

After  doing  post-doctoral  work  at  California  Institute  of  Technology,  Sotzing  joined  the  faculty  at  University  of  Connecticut  in  1999,  rose  to 
associate  professor  in  2005,  and  is  expected  to  be  a  full  professor  this  year  -  a  faster  track  than  normal. 

Sotzing's  job  has  taken  him  around  the  world.  He's  taught  at  Chulalongkorn  University  in  Bangkok,  Thailand,  and  he  collaborates  with 
colleagues  and  companies  in  Spain,  Germany,  Japan,  and  Turkey  "Did  I  mention  I  love  to  travel?"  he  quipped. 

At  home,  he  coaches  basketball  and  baseball  for  his  two  children.  He  also  swims,  reads,  and  travels. 

Being  a  professor  is  the  perfect  job,  Sotzing  said.  "I  can  have  my  academic  rooting  and  teach  organic  and  polymer  chemistry  while  raising  money 
and  collaborating  with  industry  as  well  as  with  federal  agencies  such  as  the  National  Science  Foundation  and  the  National  Institutes  of  Health. 


He's  living  his  dream. 


-  Melissa  Holier 
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the  UMW  faculty  in 

2002,  where  he  had 

taught  chemistry  for 

37  years.  He  enjoys 

retirement  and  said 

he  is  just  as  busy 

as  when  he  was  in 

teaching.  Brendan's 

parents  live  in  Fredericksburg, 

where  they  are  active  in  the 

community. 

Rob  Puterio  has  two  children, 
Jake  and  Camryn,  and  is  teaching 
and  coaching  the  wrestling  team 
at  Potomac  Falls  High  School 
in  Loudoun  County,  Va.  Tisha 
Henderson  lives  in  Fredericksburg 
with  her  husband,  Jim,  and  their 
three  sons,  Schuyler,  Jackson,  and 
Wyatt.  She  is  a  full-time  middle 
school  counseling  director  and 
loves  her  job.  She  enjoys  going 
home  to  the  Eastern  Shore  for  visits 
with  family  and  being  rejuvenated 
by  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  She 
attended  the  very  small  showing 
of  our  class  reunion  and  enjoyed 
seeing  everyone.  Max  Tuefferd  is 
working  in  educational  reform  for 
Uncommon  Schools  in  New  York. 
She  competes  in  triathlons  and 
running  races  and  enjoys  every 
opportunity  for  travel. 

Whitney  Hall  is  working  at 
National  Geographic  magazine 
doing  research  and  story 
production.  She  loves  her  job:  every 
day  is  different  and  brings  new 
challenges.  Whitney  is  in  touch 
with  several  Mary  Washington 
alums.  She  sees  Amy  Wray  Sabo, 
Jen  Williams,  Marty  Pasco  Lerner, 
and  Maureen  Stinger  '94  regularly. 
She  took  a  trip  to  New  York  City 
in  March  with  Jennifer  Hileman 
McFaden;  they  recently  participated 
in  a  Habitat  for  Humanity  blitz 
build  in  Altavista,  Va.  They  built 
two  houses  in  two  days!  Whitney 
visits  Tari  Stage  Harvey  '94  and  her 
family  in  Michigan  every  Labor  Day. 

Seton  Motley  wrote  that  he  is 
the  director  of  communications  for 
the  Media  Research  Center,  which 
analyzes  the  news  media  for  liberal 
bias.  In  this  capacity,  he  is  leading 
a  national  campaign  to  prevent 
a  return  of  the  so-called  Fairness 
Doctrine.  Part  of  this  effort  is  the 
ongoing  building  of  the  Free  Speech 
Alliance,  thus  far  made  up  of  20 
like-minded  national  organizations 
and  thousands  of  individual  citizens. 

Mary  Motley  has  a  cozy  life 
in  Alexandria,  Va.,  where  she  lives 
with  her  Italian  husband,  Massimo, 
and  their  two  children,  Georgia  and 
Patrick.  Mary  is  a  part-time  massage 
therapist;  most  of  the  time,  she  is  a 


Musical  artist  Sean  Michael 
Dargan  '90  is  working  on  an 
album  to  help  celebrate  our  new 
Democratic  president  in  2009. 


stay-at-home  mom.  She  was  looking 
forward  to  sleeping  through  the 
night  again! 

Bobby  Skinner  has  worked 
for  the  same  employer  for  10  years: 
The  Richard  E.  Jacobs  Group  LLC, 
a  real  estate  company  in  Columbus, 
Ohio.  Bobby  plays  volleyball  and 
football  several  nights  a  week, 
goes  to  concerts,  and  vacations  in 
Chicago  and  Texas.  He  was  at  the 
game  in  which  the  Cubs  clinched 
the  playoffs,  he  saw  the  Cowboys 
play,  and  he  went  to  the  Austin  City 
Limits  music  festival.  Good  times! 
Amy  Cole  is  in  Denver  working  for 
the  National  Trust,  and  she  recently 
ran  in  the  Chicago  Marathon.  She  is 
becoming  quite  the  marathoner. 

I  moved  to  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  am  general  counsel  for  a 
corporation  headquartered  there.  I 
live  in  downtown  and  can  walk  to 
work  when  so  inclined.  I  love  it!  I 
am  trying  to  get  used  to  the  Ohio 
State  football  mania  that  engulfs 
this  city  in  the  fall  and  am  preparing 
for  winter.  Our  other  class  agent, 
Bethany  Zecher  Sutton,  and  her 
husband,  Ben,  are  in  the  midst  of 
moving  and  building  a  new  home.  If 
anyone  is  in  the  Columbus  area,  give 
me  a  call.  Also,  we  are  on  Facebook, 
so  look  us  up!  We  have  reconnected 
with  a  lot  of  classmates! 
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Jennifer  Moss  Bober 
450  Grasmere  Lane 
Aberdeen,  MD  21001 
jenbober@comcast.net 

Lesley  Stewart  St.  James 
6197  Pond  Grass  Road 
Mechanicsville,  VA  23111 
lesleyreneee27@hotmail.com 


Jane  Archer 

298  DeKalb  Ave.,  No.  2 

Brooklyn,  NY  11205-3733 

jane@janearcherillustration.com 

Megan  Concannon  Richardson 
1 3 1 50  Tuckaway  Drive 
Oak  Hill,  VA  20171 
tucked_away@cox.net 


Jill  McDaniel 

5808  Chase  Commons  Court, 

No.  204 

Burke,  VA  22015 

jill.mcdaniel@fcps.edu 

Jennifer  Rudalf  Gates 
129  Duff  Drive 
Yorktown,  VA  23692 
jsmartypants@cox.net 

Danita  Moore  Drake  married  in 
August  '07,  bought  a  new  house  in 
April  '08,  and  had  her  first  baby  in 
October  '08.  Whew!  She  works  for 
the  American  Society  of  Association 
Executives.  Another  new  addition 
to  the  UMW  family  is  little  Reid 
Edmund  Strassheim,  son  of  Rob 
Strassheim  and  Sarah  Gildersleeve 
Strassheim  '01,  who  welcomed 
their  new  baby  boy  in  November 
2008.  Erika  Peters  Brooke  and  her 
husband,  Merce,  are  expecting  baby 
No.  1  in  June  2009. 

Anndelynn  "Andi"  Tapscott 
and  Tug  Martin  live  in  Littleton, 
Colo.,  and  have  two  little  ones: 
Addie,  1,  and  Ty,  4.  Andi  works  at 
the  Jefferson  County  Sheriff  Office 
as  victim  services  supervisor,  and 
Tug  works  for  Environmental 
Stoneworks  as  an  estimator. 
Stephanie  Weidel  Brown  lives  in 
central  New  Jersey  in  a  200-year- 
old  house  with  her  husband  and 
three  cats.  She  enjoys  her  career  in 
publishing. 

Felicia  Jones-Sheffield  received 
a  master's  degree  in  education 
from  Delaware  State  University  in 
December  '07  and  lives  in  Virginia 
Beach.  Cheryl  Hart  Edgerton 
received  a  master's  degree  in 
elementary  education  in  December 
'08  and  teaches  fifth  grade  in 
Fluvanna  County,  Va. 

Thanks  for  the  updates.  Keep 
them  coming! 
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Amy  Szczepanski  Evanego 
163  Hunter  Wood  Way 
Port  Matilda,  PA  16870 
amyszc@aol.com 

Michelle  Trombetta 
3109  Atwater  St. 
Minnetonka,  MN  55305 
blondebombchelle@yahoo.com 

From  Amy:  It's  been  a  quiet  tall 
news-wise,  which  means  you're 
probably  busy  and  will  have  lots 
of  news  to  share  for  the  next  issue. 
Craig,  Ryan,  and  I  took  a  trip  to 
Nags  Head,  N.C.,  in  September, 


where  we  encountered  a  coastal  low 
and  35  mph  sustained  winds.  Not 
quite  the  sunny  trip  we  had  in  mind, 
but  Ryan,  now  2,  was  amazed  by  the 
huge  waves.  Hope  you're  enjoying 
smoother  sailing.  Let  us  know. 

From  Chelle:  With  friends 
and  classmates  moving  around  the 
globe,  I  am  happy  to  have  email 
and  online  communities  to  stay  in 
touch  with  everyone.  Facebook  is 
the  only  thing  that  makes  keeping 
up  with  the  globetrotting  Alycia 
Bailey  and  Rob  DeMayo  possible. 
They  live  in  Cape  Town,  South 
Africa,  and  make  the  most  of  their 
proximity  to  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  places  in  the  world.  They 
took  a  safari  in  a  Toyota  Camry  and 
almost  died  when  they  got  in  the 
way  of  an  elephant.  Alycia's  red  hair 
gets  plenty  of  attention  during  her 
travels,  especially  in  Syria  where  she 
was  surrounded  by  schoolchildren 
who  wanted  to  touch  her  crimson 
locks.  Their  photo  albums  are 
full  of  fun  and  exotic  places  like 
Dubai,  Tanzania,  and  Zanzibar.  We 
anxiously  await  news  of  Alycia  and 
Rob's  next  adventure. 

Leigh  Brockman  has  lived  and 
worked  in  the  New  Orleans  area 
for  nearly  eight  years.  Although 
she  works  as  a  senior  paralegal  at  a 
local  law  firm  to  pay  the  bills,  her 
"real  life"  takes  place  in  studios  and 
on  stage.  Leigh  has  danced  for  the 
Komenka  Ethnic  Dance  and  Music 
Ensemble,  a  semi-professional 
international  touring  dance 
company,  for  almost  eight  years 
and  has  risen  through  the  ranks 
to  soloist.  She  also  dances  for  the 
Loyola  University  New  Orleans 
Ballet  and  teaches  ballet,  jazz,  and 
lyrical.  She  devotes  any  spare  time  to 
choreography,  reading,  hanging  with 
friends  and  family,  and  keeping  in 
touch  with  old  friends.  If  you're  ever 
in  New  Orleans,  Leigh  would  love  to 
take  you  around.  In  October,  Kurt 
Jensen  finished  a  doctorate  with 
the  Department  of  Microbiology 
at  the  University  of  Virginia.  After 
tying  up  a  few  loose  ends  in  the  lab, 
he  and  his  wife,  Deborah,  a  nurse 
practitioner,  planned  to  move  to  the 
Portland,  Ore.,  area.  Jenn  Wood 
Shand  and  her  husband,  Mike,  are 
once  again  stationed  at  the  Marine 
Corps  Air  Station  in  Beaufort, 
S.C.  Jenn  defended  her  thesis  and 
received  a  master  of  arts  degree  in 
theater  arts  education  in  December. 
She  teaches  dance  and  theater  at 
Beaufort  Performing  Arts  Center. 

Jackie  Curry  Todaro  lives  in 
Windham,  N.Y.,  with  her  husband, 
Jim,  and  their  two  children, 
Courtnev,  8,  and  Jeremy,  5.  Jackie 
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ow  us  a  small  ballet  school  and 
is  also  director  of  the  Children's 
Learning  Center  at  Windham 
Mountain  Ski  Resort,  where  Jim 
is  one  of  the  chefs.  Her  daughter, 
Courtney,  who  has  been  a  skier 
since  she  was  3,  went  to  the  Western 
Regional  Championships  in  freestyle 
skiing  and  hopes  to  have  a  repeat 
championship  this  winter  season. 
Jeremy  just  entered  kindergarten. 
This  fall,  the  Todaro  family  took 
a  trip  south  to  see  Allison  Enedy, 
Nicole  Johnson,  and  Rachel  Kubin 
'98.  Allison  lives  in  Norfolk,  Va., 
and  is  director  of  communications 
for  APM  Terminals  Americas.  Liane 
Yoder  McCready  and  her  husband, 
Jason,  moved  from  sunny  Amelia 
Island,  Fla.,  back  to  her  hometown 
of  Lynchburg,  Va.  Liane  worked  five 
years  with  at-risk  and  adjudicated 
teens  on  30-day  wilderness  trips 
for  Outward  Bound  in  Florida. 
She  loved  the 
experience  and 
highly  recommends 
it.  With  her  move 
to  Lynchburg, 
she  is  putting  her 
psychology  degree 
to  use  working  for 
her  dad,  who  is  a 
psychiatrist. 

Jennifer  Rees 
Schulze  lives  in  Central  New 
Jersey  with  her  husband,  Will,  and 
adorable  18-month-old  daughter 
Heidi  Paige.  She  enjoys  her  job  as 
head  of  reference  at  the  Westfield 
Memorial  Library,  but  she  also 
wishes  she  could  spend  more  time 
at  home.  Jen  and  Will  just  had  some 
work  done  on  their  house  and  love 
the  results. 

Mini-class  reunions  often  occur 
when  one  of  our  classmates  takes 
the  plunge.  Alanna  Weaver  married 
Carl  Henrik  Enell  on  Sept.  27  in 
Princeton,  N.J.  Ally  Serio  Younica 
and  Dave  Wrubel  were  there.  Jackie 
Concodora  celebrated  her  marriage 
to  Bill  Schulte  in  Cincinnati  in 
September.  In  attendance  were 
fellow  Mary  Washington  alumni 
Heather  Baum  Reynolds,  Eric 
Gaffen,  Jessica  Ranero,  Maria 
Cole,  Hank  Elliot,  and  Jonathan 
Cordone.  Karen  Aiello  Petteni 
attended  in  spirit,  unable  to  make 
it  to  Ohio  from  France  for  the  big 
day.  Jackie  is  the  associate  director 
for  Mental  Health  Access  Point  in 
Cincinnati  while  her  husband  is 
pursuing  a  doctorate  in  journalism 
at  Ohio  University. 

Malcolm  McKay,  Jason  Tootell, 
Luke  Sbarra,  John  Day,  Felicity 
Smith  Day  '98,  Brian  Gilligan, 
Erik  Candy,  Hilario  Ellis,  Kristie 


Spiker  '98,  Wally  Ferguson,  and 
Megan  McDowell  Ferguson  were 
in  attendance  when  Matt  Paxton 
married  Sarah  Knupp  on  Oct.  18  in 
Duck,  N.C.  After  their  honeymoon 
in  Moab,  Utah,  Matt  and  Sarah 
live  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  where  Matt 
runs  his  own  business,  Clutter 
Cleaner,  and  Sarah  works  for  J.  P. 
Morgan.  Megan  and  Wally  Ferguson 
welcomed  second  daughter  Stella 
Marie  on  April  1.  Kimberly  Snively 
Stembridge  was  expecting  baby 
girl  No.  2,  due  in  January  2009. 
Kelly  Bartmess  Sherman  and  her 
husband,  Matt,  along  with  daughter 
Evelyn  welcomed  Lew  Baxter 
on  Dec.  31,  2007.  Sarah  Shaw 
married  Josh  Peyton  in  June  2008. 
Classmates  in  attendance  included 
Kelly,  Kim,  Megan,  Wally,  Erik, 
Wendy  Gehring,  Susanna  Fisher 
Parker,  and  Scott  Viilu. 


Whitney  Hall  '93  and  Jennifer 
Hileman  McFaden  '93 
participated  in  a  Habitat  for 
Humanity  blitz  build  in  Altavista, 
Va.,  in  which  they  constructed  two 
houses  in  two  days. 


Congratulations  to  Kate 
Lulfs  and  Richard  Ehrle  '85,  who 
celebrated  their  10th  wedding 
anniversary  in  October  with  a 
weekend  getaway  to  New  York  City. 
Aaron  Zielinski  and  his  wife,  Lisa, 
welcomed  Benjamin  Isaac,  born  on 
Feb.  28  in  Norfolk,  Va.  Aaron  works 
at  Wachovia  Securities  in  Norfolk  as 
a  financial  advisor.  Surya  Dill  Cox 
and  her  husband,  Drew,  welcomed 
their  second  child,  daughter  Kaya, 
in  September.  Caroline  Danforth 
and  her  husband,  Scott  Hutchison, 
welcomed  their  son,  Ronan 
Danforth  Hutchison,  on  Oct.  25  and 
are  doing  wonderfully.  They  live 
in  Falls  Church,  Va.,  and  Caroline 
continues  to  work  at  the  National 
Gallery  of  Art  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Sarah  Meyrowitz  Meytin 

was  thrilled  to  have  Stephanie 
O'Connor  Shockley  visit  for  a  long 
weekend.  The  timing  was  also  great, 
since  just  a  couple  weeks  later  Sarah 
became  infinitely  busier  when  her 
baby,  Ruthie  Yael  Meytin,  arrived. 
Ruthie  weighed  in  at  just  6  pounds 
when  she  was  born  on  Oct.  31.  Big 
brother  Coby,  2,  was  taking  the 
addition  in  stride.  Amy  Mannion 
has  received  lots  of  congratulations 
and  visitors  to  welcome  her  new 
son,  Kaden.  The  most  recent  guest 
was  Ryan  Wellner.  Amy  attended 
Peter  Heatley  and  partner  Forrest's 


housewarming  party  in  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.,  along  with  Katie  O'Leary 
Preston,  Ryan  Preston,  Tricia 
Bruntrager,  and  Robin  Kozic. 
Robin  finished  her  first  New  York 
City  Marathon.  Amy  also  made  a 
trip  to  Pennsylvania  to  visit  Amy 
Lapasota  Miles,  her  three  children, 
and  some  black  bears.  Amy  earned 
her  clinical  license  last  summer, 
continues  to  work  as  a  counselor, 
and  just  finished  a  season  coaching 
high  school  cross  country. 

Dandle  Schlosser  Wilson  and 

her  husband,  Jeff,  are  expecting 
their  first  child,  a  boy,  in  March. 
Erika  Ehland  Benowitz  and  her 
husband,  Drew,  are  expecting  their 
second  child,  a  girl,  in  March.  Big 
sister  Sasha  turned  1  in  October. 
Jason  Terril  traveled  to  South 
Africa  and  Swaziland  in  November 
to  work  with  Vox  United,  an  aid 
organization  based  in  Johannesburg. 

Julie  Newell  Leslie  spent  two 
weeks  in  South  Korea.  She  and 
her  husband,  Nathan  Leslie  '94, 

had  a  memorable  election  night 
watching  the  results  with  Fred 
Jerman  '95.  Julie  and  Nathan  were 
wonderful  hosts  to  me  and  my 
husband,  Wade  Van  House,  when 
we  visited  D.C.  for  a  wedding  last 
fall.  We  ventured  down  Interstate 
95  to  see  the  changing  leaves  on 
campus  walk,  had  lunch  at  Sammy 
T's,  and  indulged  in  ice  cream 
at  Carl's.  Wade  and  I  celebrated 
our  seventh  wedding  anniversary 
vacationing  with  friends  in  London, 
Amsterdam,  Brussels,  and  Brugge, 
but  the  highlight  of  my  year  was 
catching  up  with  Julie  and  visiting 
the  campus  where  we  all  made 
so  many  good  friends.  With  our 
careers,  families,  and  faraway 
homes,  we  might  not  have  the 
opportunity  to  see  our  friends  as 
often  as  we  like,  but  sharing  news 
helps  us  all  stay  connected. 


Erika  Giaimo  Chapin 
70  Princess  Drive 
Madison,  CT  06443 
erikagchapin@gmail.com 

To  mark  the  10th  anniversary  of 
its  graduation,  the  Class  of  1998 
has  established  an  endowment  for 
student  activities  that  will  help  fund 
an  annual  event.  The  endowment's 
first  sponsored  event  -  a  concert 
and  fireworks  display  -  was  held 
on  Homecoming  Weekend  2008. 
All  Mary  Washington  alumni  are 
welcome  to  contribute  to  the  fund 
regardless  of  class  affiliation.  When 
making  a  donation,  simply  indicate 
that  you  would  like  the  money  to  go 


to  the  "Class  of  1998  Endowment 
for  Student  Activities." 

Now  that  election  season  is 
over,  we  can  focus  on  other  things, 
including  our  class  news.  Hopefully 
those  of  you  living  in  "battleground" 
election  states  are  enjoying  the 
peace  from  phone  calls  and  emails 
from  candidates. 

Vickie  Blevins  married  Michael 
Chisholm  last  summer.  They  had 
a  small  wedding  ceremony  in 
Duxbury,  Mass.,  in  July  followed 
by  a  barn  bash  in  Marion,  Va., 
in  August.  Lots  of  grads  were 
in  attendance  to  celebrate.  The 
Chisholms  bought  a  home  and  are 
living  in  Rhode  Island.  Vicki's  good 
friend  Chloe  Lieberknicht  was 
there.  She  wrote  that  she  is  living 
in  Austin,  Texas,  and  has  been 
doing  public  policy  work  for  the 
legislature  for  the  past  seven  years. 
Jen  Carter  lives  in  Richmond  with 
her  dog,  Sparky.  She  is  in  her  third 
year  of  graduate  school  at  VCU  for 
dual  master's  degrees  in  divinity 
and  social  work.  She  ran  her  fourth 
Richmond  marathon  in  November 
and  serves  on  her  high  school's 
15-year  reunion  committee. 

Lots  of  baby  news  to  report 
from  our  classmates.  Felicity  Smith 
and  her  husband,  John  Day  '97, 
welcomed  daughter  Hillary  Hewitt 
Day  on  April  29.  Betsy  Maldonado 
Sauer  expected  her  second  child,  a 
daughter,  in  March.  Jen  Goldman 
Katz's  daughter,  Alena,  was  to 
become  a  big  sister  in  December, 
and  Alyson  Andrews  Ramsey 
became  a  mom  of  two  when  Claire 
Ann  was  born  on  March  11,  2008. 
Mike  Paolino  and  Lars  Thestrup 
expected  new  additions  to  their 
families.  The  former  housemates 
had  a  great  time  catching  up  at  JT 
Tani's  summer  wedding  on  Block 
Island,  R.I.  Also  in  attendance  were 
Jeff  Seaman  '97,  Brian  Lusk,  Jesse 
Freese  '97,  and  Jen  Moss  '99.  Mike 
and  his  wife,  Diane,  recently  bought 
a  new  home  in  Rhode  Island,  and  he 
opened  a  new  Edward  Jones  office. 

With  regard  to  the  other 
members  of  our  families  -  our 
pets  -  there  is  mixed  news  to  share. 
Sadly,  Adrien  Snedeker  Dickerson 
had  to  say  goodbye  to  her  dog, 
Grady,  but  welcomed  Winston  to 
join  canine  brother  Ohen  in  the 
family.  Lauren  Dwyer  Lowther 
and  her  husband,  Brandon, 
welcomed  Paddy,  a  Bernese 
mountain  dog  puppy,  to  join  big 
brother  Ribs,  a  golden  retriever. 
Michelle  Ciarlo-Hayes  lives  in 
Philadelphia  with  her  husband, 
two  little  boys,  and  two  very  large 
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dogs.  She  would  like  to  report  that 
despite  being  outnumbered  by  all 
these  gentlemen,  animals,  and  the 
laundry  they  generate,  she  still 
manages  to  find  time  to  write  and 
exhibit  her  photography.  She  has 
several  published  short  stories  and 
one  novel  she  hopes  is  on  the  way. 
Her  Philadelphia  exhibits  this  year 
have  included  shows  at  the  Tiberino 
Memorial  Museum,  the  Milkboy 
Cafe,  and  two  separate  shows  at  City 
Hall,  including  Green  Exhibit,  which 
ran  through  January. 

Kerry  Johanson  Kriner 

teaches  high  school 

special  education 

in  Hanover  County, 

Va.  Her  daughter, 

Carlin,  3,  loves 

reading  and  dressing 

up  like  a  princess. 

Son  Landon  is  close 

to  a  year  old  and 

is  walking.  Jeremy 

Blain  and  his  family  recently  moved 

to  Heidelberg,  Germany.  They 

love  living  in  Central  Europe  and 

all  the  travel  adventures  that  await 

them.  Lastly,  Sean  Tuffy  writes  that 

he's  still  keeping  it  real  in  Dublin, 

Ireland. 


Thanks  for  sharing  your  news! 


1998 


Amanda  Goebel 

2039  Lake  Park  Drive,  Apt.  G 

Smyrna,  GA  30080-7620 

goebel_amanda@hotmail.com 


Joy  Barnes 

PSC  559  Box  5185 

FPO,  AP  96377-5185 

jbandrt@hotmail.com 

There  is  a  lot  of  news  to  report  this 
edition.  Ryan  Wellner  was  named 
assistant  coach  and  defensive 
coordinator  for  Stony  Brook 
University  men's  lacrosse  team.  Suzy 
Hayes  Brown  is  working  for  the  FBI 
and  just  celebrated  her  fifth  wedding 
anniversary.  Katie  Arnold  is  living 
in  New  York  City  and  pursuing  a 
music  career.  Jessica  Cebula  McKay 
was  married  on  Sept.  12,  2008,  in 
Livingston,  N.J.  Yurissa  Mitchell 
was  married,  and  she  had  her  first 
child,  a  beautiful  baby  boy  named 
Clarence,  on  Sept.  11,  2008. 

Jennifer  Noelle  Smith  was 

married  on  Oct.  4,  2008,  to  Billy 
Hamner,  a  financial  analyst.  After  a 
honeymoon  in  Hawaii,  they  moved 


into  their  new  home  in  Colonial 
Heights,  Va.  She  is  in  her  seventh 
year  as  a  guidance  counselor  at 
Dinwiddie  Junior  High  School. 
Laura  Quinn  is  to  graduate  in  May 
from  George  Mason  University 
with  a  master  of  education  degree 
in  school  counseling.  Robert  Sharp 
reported  that  he  and  his  wife,  Lynda 
McAuliffe  '02,  were  expecting  their 
first  child  in  January.  They  are  back 
in  the  Charlottesville,  Va.,  area  after  a 
couple  of  years  in  Northern  Virginia. 
Leah  Phillips  and  Jeremy  Powers 
'01  are  enjoying  life  with  their 
beautiful  baby  girl,  Virginia  Allera. 


To  help  mark  its  10th  anniversary, 
the  Class  of  1998  created  an 
endowment  for  student  activities 
that  will  help  fund  annual  events. 


BreAnna  Carey  Havel  is  living 
in  Monterey,  Calif.,  and  enjoying 
being  a  stay-at-home  mom  while 
her  husband,  Patrick,  attends  the 
Naval  Postgraduate  School  there. 
She  and  Patrick  welcomed  a  second 
daughter  in  September.  Angela 
Zosel  McCormick  and  her  husband 
had  a  son,  Liam,  in  October  2007. 
He  joins  Angela's  daughter,  Lara, 
who  is  now  7.  Christine  Guedri 
spent  the  summer  volunteering  in 
India  and  is  an  assistant  professor 
of  Portuguese  at  the  U.S.  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point.  Elaine 
Murray  and  her  husband  are  living 
in  Baltimore.  She  is  an  intensive 
care  unit  nurse  at  the  University  of 
Maryland's  Shock  Trauma  Center. 
She  is  also  working  on  a  master's 
degree  in  nutrition.  Elaine  reported 
on  a  few  of  her  friends:  Sunshine 
Evans  is  to  be  married  on  May  8  in 
Charleston,  S.C.  Her  bridesmaids 
will  be  Elaine,  Julie  Smith  Palmer, 
and  Devon  Noon  Zimny.  Julie  was 
expecting  a  baby  in  January. 


Amy  Davis  Dixon  wrote  that 
she  and  her  husband,  Jed,  had  a 
baby  girl  named  June  Elizabeth  on 
Nov.  2,  2008.  She  also  updated  us 
that  Julie  Rakowski  and  husband, 
Joe  Marino,  had  a  baby  boy  named 
Gavin  Joseph  on  Sept.  27,  2008;  Sara 
Monaghan  and  husband  Brad  Poole 
were  expecting  their  first  baby.  Amy 
wrote,  "We  are  planning  on  getting 
all  of  the  babies  together  Memorial 
Day  weekend  2009  here  at  our  house 
on  the  Outer  Banks,  where  hopefully 
Susie  Jackson  and  Josh  Bull  will  join 
us  with  their  1 -year-old  little  girl, 
Penny,  and  also  Whitney  Wallace 
and  Dave  Griffiths  with  their  baby 


boy,  Liam  (born  in  May  2008).  We 
are  also  hoping  Beth  Wheeler  will 
join  us  if  she's  not  scared  off  by  all 
of  the  babies!" 

Rob  Eastman-Mullins  is  an 

assistant  professor  of  design  for 
Wake  Forest  University  Theatre 
in  Winston-Salem,  N.C.  He  is 
also  designing  throughout  the 
East  Coast,  including  Carmen  at 
Syracuse  Opera,  As  You  Like  It  at 
New  Theatre  in  Miami,  and  for  a 
new  play  called  1960  at  Burning 
Coal  Theatre  Company  in  Raleigh, 
N.C,  with  fellow  alumnus  Marc 
Williams  '98  directing.  One 
of  his  renderings  for  the  opera 
Belisario  was  selected  for  exhibition 
at  the  Mary  Washington  Centennial 
Alumni  Exhibit. 

Kevin  Perry  lives  in 
Fredericksburg  and  just  finished  his 
fourth  summer  as  the  director  of  the 
Virginia  Governor's  Latin  Academy. 
During  the  school  year,  he  is  serving 
as  stay-at-home  dad  to  Caleb  (age  3 
in  January  2009)  and  Sabina  (age  5 
in  December  2008).  Kelly  Engel 
Boyd,  husband  John,  and  son 
Gabriel  welcomed  Shannon,  a  girl 
born  in  June  2008.  Matt  Marino 
is  the  English  department  chair 
and  teaches  Advanced  Placement 
English  at  Mt.  Saint  Mary  Academy 
in  Watchung,  N.J.  He  also  co-advises 
the  forensics  team,  moderates 
the  "Beatles"  club,  and  serves  as 
the  faculty  editor  of  the  scholarly 
journal.  In  May  2008,  Matt  earned 
a  master  of  arts  degree  in  English 
from  Seton  Hall  University. 

Nicole  Ramey  Denhup  and 

her  husband,  Mark,  had  their  first 
baby,  Cameryn  Grace,  on  Oct.  15, 
2008.  Rachael  Dorsey  lives  in  San 
Francisco  with  her  husband,  Shawn 
McGowen.  She  is  the  director  of 
strategic  planning  and  marketing 
for  ecofabulous.com.  After  traveling 
through  Southeast  Asia  with  her 
brother  last  year,  Jessica  Bonanno 
is  living  in  the  Bay  Area.  Erin 
Domangue  and  Michael  Piemontesi 
had  a  baby  boy  named  Nicholas 
on  May  16,  2008.  They  live  in  Fort 
Lee,  N.J. 

As  for  me,  life  is  still  grand  in 
Okinawa,  Japan!  My  husband  and 
I  are  happy  to  announce  the  birth 
of  our  son,  Samuel  Ivan,  born  on 
Aug.  24,  2008.  My  4-year-old,  Emily, 
loves  her  new  role  of  big  sister.  I 
continue  to  stay  busy  as  a  mother  of 
two,  and  I  enjoy  the  opportunities  I 
have  for  traveling  and  volunteering 
here  in  Japan.  Keep  your  updates 
coming! 


Caroline  L.  Jarvis 

426  N.  Armistead  St.,  Apt.  T2 

Alexandria,  VA  22312-3413 

CarolineLJarvis@gmail.com 

Teresa  Joerger  Mannix 
1 2506  Heykens  Lane 
Bristow,  VA  20136 
tmannix@umw.edu 


Travis  Jones 

12409  W  120th  St.,  Apt.  715 

Overland  Park,  KS  66213-4864 

tljones8@hotmail.com 

Carolyn  Murray  Spencer 
3253  Arrowhead  Circle,  Apt.  H 
Fairfax,  VA  22030 
turtlecjm@yahoo.com 


Jennifer  Nisoff 
nisoffj@hotmail.com 


Katharine  E.  Leesman 

730  5th  St.  NE,  Basement  Unit 

Washington,  DC  20002 

katie.leesman@gmail.com 

Sarah  B.  Smith 

5804  Merton  Court,  Apt.  182 

Alexandria,  VA  22311 

ssmith@atr.org 

Sameer  Vaswani 

1597  Leeds  Castle  Drive,  No.  102 

Vienna,  VA  22182 

sameervaswani@msn.com 


Allyson  V.  Lee 
82  High  St. 
Butler,  NJ  07405 
allyvlee@gmail.com 

Autumn  Arrowood  is  engaged  to 
be  married  on  June  20,  2009.  She 
is  an  art  teacher  at  Drew  Middle 
School  in  Stafford  County,  Va., 
and  coaches  the  field  hockey  team 
at  Stafford  High  School.  Gregory 
Tavormina  graduated  from  Queens 
College,  The  City  University  of 
New  York,  in  May  2008  with  a 
master's  degree  in  library  science 
and  certificates  in  archives,  records 
management,  and  preservation.  He 
works  at  the  National  Archives  and 
Records  Administration  in  College 
Park,  Md. 
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Jessica  Mitchell  is  working  for 
Energizer  Persona]  Care  in  Shelton, 
Conn.;  she  does  merchandising 
and  display  for  Banana  Boat  Sun 
Care.  Amy  Fish  is  also  working 
for  Energizer  Personal  Care  in  the 
area  of  global  finance  tor  their  sun 
care  brands.  Laura  Rawlett  was 
finishing  up  her  one-year  contract 
teaching  upper-level  reading  and 
English  in  Seoul,  South  Korea.  After 
completing  her  contract  in  March, 
she  planned  to  travel  in  Asia  and 
return  to  the  U.S.  in  early  summer. 
Deirdre  Garahan  began  work  on 
a  master's  degree  in  education  in 
tall  2008  at  Marymount  University. 
She  teaches  high  school  chemistry 
and  physics  at  St.  John's  College 
High  School  in  Washington,  DC, 
and  was  hoping  to  close  on  her  first 
house  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Kimberly  Pittman  moved  to 
West  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  with  her 
husband,  Shamus  Gordon  '06,  in 

September.  Ally  Lee  is  still  working 
in  Manhattan,  N.Y., 
for  a  marketing 
consulting  firm.  She 
traveled  to  France 
with  her  company 
in  May  2008  where 
she  won  Team  of 
the  Year  with  her 
colleague.  She  also 
traveled  to  Holland  for  a  week  in 
September.  Steve  Palmer  attends 
George  Mason  University,  from 
which  he  hopes  to  earn  his  MBA  in 
2010.  Franz  Josef- Wesner  works 
as  a  senior  account  executive  for 
FedSources,  a  government  market 
intelligence  firm  in  McLean,  Va., 
selling  business  intelligence  solutions 
to  both  government  contractors  and 
agencies.  He  lives  in  Rosslyn,  Va.,  and 
has  a  lot  of  close  friends  from  Mary 
Washington  living  nearby.  He  is  also 
active  in  coaching  Special  Olympics 
in  the  Northern  Virginia  area. 

Matt  McClaren  relocated 
to  Richmond,  Va.,  in  fall  2008  as 
marketing  analyst  for  Hanover 
County  Economic  Development. 
Lauren  Schottenfeld  attends 
Antioch  University  New  England 
in  Keene,  N.H.,  working  toward  a 
master's  degree  in  environmental 
science  with  a  concentration  in 
environmental  education.  Tim 
Ryan  is  attending  Eastern  Virginia 
Medical  School  in  Norfolk,  Va., 
and  will  graduate  in  201 1.  Caitlin 
Kell  teaches  art  at  Chancellor 
Elementary  School  in  Spotsylvania, 
Va.  She  recently  got  engaged  to 
Anthony  Lofaro,  and  they  are 
planning  a  wedding  tor  the  summer 
of  2010.  Steve  Parker  lives  in 
Shanghai,  China,  where  he  is  a 


financial  consultant  lor  Robert 
Walters,  a  British  recruitment 
consulting  firm.  Miguel  LaygO 
is  in  his  second  year  ot  physical 
therapy  school  at  the  University  of 
Maryland,  Eastern  Shore. 

Nadia  Alfred  received  her 
master  of  fine  arts  degree  in  creative 
writing  at  Hunter  College  in  spring 
2008.  In  July  2008,  she  married  Jan 
Jerry  Mudder.  They  will  both  teach 
in  Almaty,  Kazakhstan,  through 
the  2009  school  year.  Stefanie 
Beierschmitt  lives  in  the  beautiful 
mountains  of  Asheville,  N.C.,  where 
she  owns  a  company  that  provides 
support  to  small  business  owners. 
In  August  2008,  she  bought  her  first 
home,  part  of  which  she  rents  out. 
In  2008,  she  went  on  a  horseback 
riding  trip  through  Costa  Rica  and 
visited  Belize  and  Mexico.  Connor 
Hannigan  completed  his  two-year 
commitment  with  the  Peace  Corps 
in  Togo  in  fall  2008  and  returned  to 
the  US.  in  November. 


In  July,  Nadia  Alfred  '05  married 
Jan  Jerry  Mudder.  They  both  will 
teach  in  Almaty,  Kazakhstan, 
through  the  2009  school  year. 


Dave  Hunsberger  works  as 
a  Web  ninja  in  Gaithersburg,  Md. 
Mario  Alfaro  works  and  lives  in 
Fredericksburg,  Va.  He  is  in  broadcast 
management  for  WYSK-AM  in 
Fredericksburg  and  is  also  involved 
in  some  development  projects  with  a 
Richmond-based  business  team. 


Shana  Muhammad 

612  Prince  Edward  St.,  No.  2 

Fredericksburg,  VA  22401 

Shana_m@marykay.com 

Carl  Frank  Puleo 
5407  Heritage  Hills  Circle 
Fredericksburg,  VA  22407 
cfpuleo@gmail.com 

Amanda  Crissup  and  Owen  Allen 

tied  the  knot  on  Nov.  1,  2008,  at 
the  Campus  Christian  Community 
center  in  Fredericksburg.  Amanda's 
sister,  Monica  Crissup  '97,  served 
as  maid  of  honor,  while  Owens 
brother,  Damian  Allen  '11,  and 
Owens  college  roommate,  Charles 
"Chester"  Robertson  '07,  shared 
the  honor  of  best  man.  After  a 
cross-country  road  trip  for  their 
honeymoon,  the  couple  settled  in 
Broomfield,  Colo.,  where  Owen 
works  as  a  technical  writer  for  Sun 


Microsystems.  In  January,  Amanda 
will  go  back  to  school  to  pursue  an 
associate  ot  applied  science  degree 
in  automotive  technology. 

Jonathon  J.  May  spent  2006- 
2008  working  as  a  residence  hall 
director  at  Bowling  Green  State 
University  in  Ohio.  In  May  2008, 
he  graduated  with  a  master  of  arts 
degree  in  college  student  personnel. 
In  June  2008,  Jonathan  started  as  a 
residence  life  coordinator  at  Mercer 
University  in  Macon,  Ga.  Kristen 
Borkoski  earned  an  MBA  from 
Stony  Brook  University  in  May  2008 
with  a  concentration  in  human 
resources.  Upon  graduation,  she  was 
selected  as  a  career  human  resources 
specialist  for  the  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs  in  Northport,  N.Y. 

Colleen  Creegan  Deere  lives 
near  Fort  Riley,  Kan.,  with  her 
husband,  Steve,  a  first  lieutenant  in 
the  Army  who  is  serving  in  Iraq. 
Colleen  recently  earned  a  graduate 
certificate  in  professional  writing 
and  is  halfway  through  a  master's 
degree  program  in  English  at  Kansas 
State  University.  She  also  teaches 
freshman  composition  classes  at 
KSU.  She  enjoyed  making  the  trip 
back  to  UMW  for  homecoming 
this  year  to  meet  up  with  friends 
and  stroll  around  Fredericksburg. 
Emily  Walsh  will  graduate  from  St. 
Johns  University  School  of  Law  in 
June  2009.  She  will  take  the  bar  in 
New  York  in  July  and  in  fall  2009, 
will  be  an  associate  in  the  corporate 
department  at  Stroock  &  Stroock  & 
Lavan  in  their  New  York  City  office. 

Julia  Rickey  lives  in  Boston 
and  will  graduate  from  Boston 
University  in  May  with  a  master's 
degree  in  social  work  and  a 
specialization  in  group  work.  Julia 
is  an  intern  at  a  counseling  crisis 
center  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and 
enjoys  the  work.  After  graduation, 
she  plans  to  stay  in  Boston  and 
work  with  trauma  survivors.  She 
hopes  to  get  to  a  homecoming 
soon!  Jim  and  Lauren  Woody 
Pickens  moved  to  Gainesville,  Ga., 
in  August  2008  to  further  pursue 
their  love  of  rowing.  Jim  was  hired 
as  the  executive  director  of  the  Lake 
Lanier  Rowing  Club  in  Gainesville, 
where  he  will  coach  the  100-plus 
athletes  and  help  manage  the  1996 
Olympic  Rowing  venue.  Not  two 
months  after  moving  from  Raleigh, 
N.C.,  to  Gainesville,  Jim  and 
Lauren  picked  up  and  moved  again, 
this  time  only  a  few  miles  down  the 
road.  They  are  now  getting  settled 
in  their  dream  home,  one  mile 
from  the  boathouse  on  a  cove  on 
Lake  Lanier. 


Jay  Sinha 

1355  Snow  Meadow  Lane 

McLean,  VA  22102 

Jay.Sinha9@gmail.com 

Daniel  Clendenin 

5407  Heritage  Hills  Circle 

Fredericksburg,  VA  22407 

daniel.clendenin@gmail.com 

Mallory  Frazier  and  Steve  Esperon 

live  in  Bryan-College  Station, 
Texas.  Mallory  is  in  the  behavioral 
and  cellular  neuroscience  doctoral 
program  at  Texas  A&M  University, 
where  she  does  research  on  multiple 
sclerosis,  stress,  and  inflammatory 
pain.  Steve  is  teaching  at  St.  Joseph 
Catholic  High  School  and  became 
head  coach  of  the  soccer  team, 
despite  the  weather.  Mallory  and 
Steve  are  engaged  and  plan  to  be 
married  in  summer  2010. 

Since  February, 
Andrea  Christie  has  been  a 
communications  assistant  at  the 
National  Council  of  Teachers 
of  Mathematics  in  Reston,  Va. 
Sarah  Wilcox  moved  from  New 
Hampshire  to  Charlottesville, 
Va.  Melody  Fitzgerald  is  in  the 
doctoral  program  for  art  history 
at  Emory  University,  and  she  and 
James  Foster  plan  to  marry  in 
October  2009.  Chelsea  Seachord 
is  a  sales  analyst  tor  the  Thomas 
brand  at  George  Weston  Bakeries 
Inc.  in  Morristown,  Pa.  She  moved 
to  Pennsylvania  in  March  from 
Baltimore. 

Robyn  Haaland  is  working 
on  a  master's  degree  in  nutrition 
at  Johns  Hopkins  University 
Bloomberg  School  of  Public  Health 
in  Baltimore.  Robyn  is  also  doing 
her  practicum  at  Health  Solutions, 
a  corporate  wellness  company  that 
works  with  Northrop  Grumman 
in  Reston,  Va.  Josh  Rutherford  is 
working  in  a  residential  group  home 
for  schizophrenics  in  Boston.  Josh 
just  received  a  masters  degree  in 
psychology  from  Boston  University 
and  is  now  applying  to  doctoral 
programs  in  counseling  psychology. 

Elizabeth  Singletary  bought  a 
townhome  in  Burke,  Va.  Jennifer 
Parsick  was  to  graduate  with  honors 
from  Florida  State  University  in 
December  with  a  masters  degree 
in  library  and  information  science. 
Laura  Hatmaker,  who  lives  in 
Chantilly,  is  an  upper  school  Latin 
teacher  at  Oakcrest  School  in 
McLean,  Va.  She  recently  became 
engaged  to  Robert  Hitzelberg  '06. 
She  plans  to  move  to  Arlington,  Va., 
in  early  summer. 
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Tempa  Klinegores  is  with 
AmeriCorpS)  this  year  as  a  site 
coordinator  for  the  Richmond  office 
of  National  Student  Partnerships. 
She  went  to  Kauai,  Hawaii,  for 
vacation  last  summer.  Meghan 
Hagerty  was  hired  hy  Roanoke, 
Va.,  as  a  Child  Protective  Services 
social  worker,  and  owns  a  home 
in  the  Roanoke  area.  Emily 
Weyant  is  in  her  second  and  final 
year  at  Marymount  University, 
earning  a  masters  degree  in  school 
counseling.  Emily  plans  to  graduate 
in  May  and  hopes  to  find  a  job  as 
an  elementary  school  counselor. 
She  lives  in  Falls  Church,  Va.,  with 
Stephanie  Tait. 

Ann  Wisloski  is  in  Oxford, 

England,  where  she  coaches  lacrosse 
at  St.  Helen  and  St.  Katharine  and 
teaches  physical  education.  She 
travels  over  breaks  and  in  the  fall 
visited  Croatia.  She  went  to  France 
and  Belgium  on  a  four-day  school 
field  trip;  she  helped  the  history 
department  when  they  visited 
battlefields  relating  to  World  War  I. 
Amber  Forster  and  Stephen  George 
were  married  Sept.  7  on  the  Virginia 
Beach  oceanfront.  They  spent  the 
following  week  in  Negril,  Jamaica, 
soaking  up  the  sun.  They  are  buying 
a  home  in  Caroline  County,  Va. 
Stephen  works  for  a  third-party 
logistics  company  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  and  Amber  works  for  the  FBI  in 
Washington,  D.C. 


Trish  Lauck 
2609  Llama  Lane 
Richmond,  VA  23236 
Tlau5te.@gmail.com 

Alyssa  Lee 

7202  Flower  Tuft  Court 

Springfield,  VA  22153 

alyssa.Linda.Lee@gmail.com 


Plan  Now  to  Attend 


University  of  Mary  Washington 

ALUMNI 

COLLEGE 

May  28  -  29,  2009 

www.umw.edu/gift/alumni_college 


Ifaosiam 


Hermine  Coghill  Reames  '17 

Grace  Giannotti  Burcher  '27 

Mary  Phoebe  Enders  Willis  '29 

Hannah  Hall  Brann  '31 

Elsie  Goodlow  Perry  '32 

Ethel  Turner  Horner  '33 

Elizabeth  H.  Smith  '34 

Preston  Brown  Twigg  '36 

Lillian  Boswell  Rothery  '38 

Myrtis  Genevieve  Hall  O'Sullivan  '39 

Anne  E.  Rankin  '39 

Mary  Byrd  "Byrdie"  Kegley  Brugh  '40 

Kathryn  Everhart  "Kay"  Erfurt  '40 

Virginia  Ramsey  McCartney  '40 

Catherine  Ann  "Kay"  Rucker 

Wynne  '40 
Rhea  Dodge  '41 
Margaret  Long  Lawler  '43 

Katherine  "Doodie"  Tompkins 
Branner  '44 

Dorothy  D.  Grothusen  '44 

Elizabeth  M.  Lindsey  Hauser  '44 

Ruth  R.  Embrey  Johnson  '44 

Catherine  Skrak  Davis  '45 

Jane  Copley  Hoffman  '47 

Margueritte  Goffigan  Jennings  '47 

Barbara  "Bobby"  Lambert  Sipe  '47 


UMW  Alumni  Travel  Opportunities 

UMW  travel  programs  provide  opportunities  for  Mary  Washington 
alumni  and  friends  to  share  international  travel  and  cultural  experiences. 
Upcoming  offerings  include: 

The  Danube  River  and  Habsburg  Empire 

May  30  to  June  10,2009 

Cruising  the  Baltic  Sea  and  Norwegian  Fjords 

June  22  to  July  4,  2009 

Great  Journey  through  Europe 

June  27  to  July  7,  2009 

Village  Life  in  England's  Cotswolds  (pictured) 

July  19 -27,  2009 

Island  Life  in  Ancient  Greece 

September  27  to  October  5,  2009 

Antiquities  of  Egypt  and  Jordan 

January/February  2010 

Passion  Play  in  Oberammergau 

June  13tojune21,2010 

For  more  information  about  UMW  travel  opportunities,  visit 
www.umw.edu/gift/travel  or  call  540/654-101 1. 


Barbara- Ann  Hough  McConnell  '48 

Betty  Ramey  Will  '48 

Jeanne  Reifsnyder  Wiseman  '48 

Virginia  Hunt  Meehan  '50 

Marilyn  C.Bass '51 

Frieda  P.  Phipps  '51 

Patricia  Line  Whelan  '52 

Marjorie  Kodet  Shevlin  '53 

Antoinette  "Toni"  Miller  Drain  '54 

Vera  Bestwick  Willis  '54 

Suzanne  Bedell  Albee  '55 

Joan  Waddell  Martin  '55 

Elizabeth  C.  MacGregor  '56 

Anne  Wilson  Rowe  '57 

Lynn  Marie  Eadie  Stephenson  '58 

Sandra  Rayder  Arendall  '59 

Marianne  Graves  Myers  '59 

Joyce  Carol  Vakulich  '59 

Jane  Moran  Wunderlich  '59 

Helen  Candy  Daniel  Howard  '64 

Judith  Hirschbiel  Colison  '68 

Lorayne  Dollet  '73 

Jemma  A.  MacPhail  '75 

Noreen  Applin  White  '75 

Michael  A.  Mello  '79 

Michael  C.  Kelly  '84 

Debra  Duehr  Cofer  '93 

L.  Diane  Stanley  Poe,  Master 
of  Education  program 


Mary  Nuckols  Haydon  '47,  who  lost 
her  husband 

Martha  Durden  Whitley  '47,  who 
lost  her  husband 

Jane  Yeatman  Spangler  '49,  who  lost 
her  husband 

Carol  Bailey  Miller  '50,  who  lost  her 
husband 

Rita  Morgan  Stone  '52,  who  lost  her 
husband 

Martha  Butler  Lebovitz  '60,  who  lost 
her  husband 

Sheryl  Gillmor  Winkler  '63,  who 
lost  her  husband 

Betsy  Tyree  Ferguson  '75,  who  lost 
her  husband 

Janice  Wenning  '77,  who  lost  her 
father 

Nancy  Quaintance  Nelles  '79,  who 
lost  her  mother 

Margaret  E.  "Peg"  Sawyer  '79,  who 
lost  her  husband 

Virginia  Hyatt  Garland  Smith  '81, 
who  lost  her  father 

Kathy  Kenny  '81,  who  lost  her 
husband 

Hannah  Molofsky  TO,  who  lost  her 
father 
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In  Remembrance 


Over  the  past  several  months,  we  have  learned  of  the  deaths  of  a  number  of  people  closely  associated  with  Mary 
Washington  -  two  generous  and  devoted  alumni;  three  dedicated  professors,  one  of  whom  also  was  an  alumna;  and  one 
spouse  of  an  alumna  who  earned  the  status  of  "honorary  alumnus."  These  brief  mentions,  though  they  never  could  capture 
the  depth  of  these  folks'  contributions,  serve  as  a  tribute  to  their  legacies. 


Michael  Mello 

Michael  A.  Mello  '79,  a  longtime 
professor  at  Vermont  Law  School  and 
an  internationally  recognized  authority 
on  the  death  penalty  and  capital 
punishment  issues,  died  unexpectedly 
after  a  brief  illness  on  Nov.  23,  2008,  at 
the  age  of  51.  He  lived  in  White  River 
Junction,  Vt. 

This  year,  UMW's  Department  of 
History  and  American  Studies  awarded 
Mello  its  Outstanding  Alumnus  award. 
His  widow,  Deanna  Mello,  will  attend 
the  department's  spring  banquet  to 
accept  the  award  in  her  husband  s 
memory. 

Mello  was  born  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  grew  up  in  Arlington,  Va.  He 
received  a  law  degree  from  the  University  of  Virginia  in  1982,  where  he  was 
articles  editor  of  the  Virginia  Law  Review. 

As  an  attorney,  Mello  was  involved  in  a  number  of  high-profile  death 
penalty  cases,  including  those  of  Theodore  Kaczynski,  Joseph  Robert 
"Crazy  Joe"  Spaziano,  Theodore  Bundy,  and  Paul  Hill.  He  wrote  dozens  of 
books  and  articles  relating  to  death  penalty  cases,  including  Deathwork: 
Representing  the  Condemned,  published  in  2002;  and  The  Wrong  Man:  A  True 
Story  of  Innocence  on  Death  Row,  published  in  2001,  both  by  the  University 
of  Minnesota  Press.  His  book,  Legalizing  Gay  Marriage,  was  published  in 
2004  by  Temple  University  Press. 

His  work  with  Theodore  Kaczynski  led  to  his  writing  The  United  States  of 
America  vs.  Theodore  John  Kaczyinski:  Ethics,  Power,  and  the  Invention  of  the 
Unabomber,  published  in  1999  by  Context  Books. 

Mello  donated  his  collection  of  personal  papers  to  the  UMW  Archive. 


Jathan  N.  Stone 


Jathan  "Jake"  Noell  Stone,  78,  of  Richmond  and  Andersonville,  Va.,  and 
formerly  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  died  on  Dec.  13,  2008.  He  was  the  husband  of 
Rita  Morgan  Stone  '52. 

Stone  spent  so  much  time  at  Mary  Washington  and  became  such  a  loyal 
supporter  that  he  was  named  honorary  alumnus.  He  often  accompanied  his 
wife,  who  has  been  active  in  the  Mary  Washington  Alumni  Association,  the 
board  of  the  Mary  Washington  Foundation,  and  the  Board  of  Visitors,  for 
which  she  served  as  rector.  Stone  cherished  his  honorary  status  and  made 
many  friends  in  the  UMW  community.  In  fact,  Mrs.  Stone  held  a  memorial 
service  in  January  at  the  Jepson  Alumni  Executive  Center,  and  many 
administrators,  faculty,  staff,  and  community  members  were  in  attendance. 

A  native  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  Stone 
graduated  from  Hampden -Sydney 
College  and  served  in  the  Air 
Force  during  the  Korean  War. 
Upon  returning  from  the  service, 
he  worked  for  Newport  News 
Shipbuilding.  Following  a  stint  at 
NASA,  he  began  a  lengthy  career  in 
the  health  physics  department  at  the 
Naval  Research  Lab  in  Washington, 
D.C.  When  he  retired  as  head  of 
safety,  he  was  presented  with  the 
distinguished  service  award. 

Known  for  his  well-delivered 
quips,  raised  eyebrows,  and  wry 
smile,  Stone  had  the  polish  of  a 
true  Southern  gentleman  and  could 
always  be  counted  on  to  make  any 
conversation  livelier. 


Anne  F.  Hamer 

Anne  F.  Hamer,  former  chair  of  the  music  department  at  Mary  Washington  and  a  well-known  musician  in 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  circles,  died  on  Oct.  16,  2008,  in  Sylvania,  Ohio.  She  was  93.  A  member  of  the  Mary  Washington 
music  faculty  for  40  years,  Mrs.  Hamer  taught  piano,  cello,  and  theory  courses.  Upon  retirement,  she  was  named 
associate  professor  emerita  and  taught  as  a  substitute  at  both  Mary  Washington  and  Germanna  Community  College. 

She  received  a  bachelor  of  music  degree  in  piano  in  1936  from  the  University  of  Michigan  and  a  masters  degree 
in  cello  in  1949  from  Catholic  University.  Throughout  her  career,  she  was  a  soloist  and  a  member  of  orchestras  and 
chamber  music  groups. 

For  more  than  50  years,  she  was  an  active  performer  of  piano,  harpsichord,  clavichord  and  cello,  appearing  at 
many  Fredericksburg  area  historical  sites,  including  Washington's  Birthplace,  Stratford  Hall,  Monticello,  Kenmore, 
and  Mary  Washington  House. 

She  performed  regularly  with  the  Mary  Washington  College-Community  Orchestra,  the  Rappahannock  Music  Society,  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
Sinfonietta,  and  the  Rappahannock  Pops  Orchestra. 


70 


UNIVERSITY   OF   MARY  WASHINGTON   MAGAZINE   •   SPRING   2009 


Anne  Rowe 


Anne  Martin  Wilson  Rowe  '57,  a  generous  and  devoted  supporter  of  Mary 
Washington,  died  on  Jan.  24,  2009,  at  her  home  in  Fredericksburg  after  a 
long  and  courageous  battle  with  lymphoma.  She  was  74. 

She  and  her  husband,  Josiah  P.  Rowe  III,  publisher  of  The  Free  Lance- 
Star,  provided  scholarships  and  other  gifts  to  UM W,  including  funding  for 
the  University  Tennis  Center. 

A  native  and  lifelong  resident  of  Fredericksburg,  Mrs.  Rowe  attended 
Sweet  Briar  College  before  graduating  from  Mary  Washington. 

As  a  dedicated  community  volunteer,  Mrs.  Rowe  was  the  recipient 
of  three  major  awards.  In  2002,  she  received  the  Citizen  Salute  Award 
given  by  the  Friends  of  Mary  Washington  College-Community  Symphony 
Orchestra  in  recognition  of  her  significant  contributions.  In  2003,  she  was 
named  "Woman  of  the  Year"  by  the  Woman's  Club  of  Fredericksburg  for 
her  extraordinary  service  to  the  community.  And  in  2004,  she  received  the 
Women  of  Distinction  award  from  the  Girl  Scout  Commonwealth  Council 
of  Virginia  for  her  years  of  volunteer  efforts. 

A  lifelong  member  of  The  Presbyterian  Church  in  Fredericksburg, 
Mrs.  Rowe  had  served  on  the  Fredericksburg  School  Board,  the  board  of 
the  Fredericksburg  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  and  the  board  of 
the  Fredericksburg  Festival  of  the  Arts.  She  also  was  a  member  of  the  Mary 
Washington  Hospital  Foundation  Board  and  the  board  of  Friends  of  the 
Rappahannock.  She  was  a  founding  director  of  the  Community  Foundation 
of  the  Rappahannock  River  Region. 

As  noted  in  her  obituary,  which  ran  in  The  Free  Lance-Star,  "Mrs.  Rowe 
lived  a  full,  satisfying  life  centered  around  family  and  her  beloved  hometown. 
She  loved  nearly  everything  about  Fredericksburg,  and  she  committed 
herself  early  on  to  personal  and  public  endeavors  that  would  benefit  the 
area  and  its  people.  . . .  Ever  the  Southern  lady,  Mrs.  Rowe  possessed  a  gentle 
demeanor  that  belied  an  energetic  spirit  and  great  strength  of  character. 
Whether  chairing  a  foundation  board,  donating  blood,  or  taking  soup  to  a 
sick  neighbor,  she  gave  of  herself  with  grace." 


With  deep  family  roots  in  the 
area,  Mrs.  Rowe  was  an  enthusiastic 
student  of  local  and  Virginia  history 
and  was  dedicated  to  historic 
preservation.  She  sought  to  save 
tangible  links  to  the  past,  such  as 
Market  Square  and  the  stone  wall 
around  the  Masonic  Cemetery.  John 
N.  Pearce,  director  of  UMW's  James 
Monroe  Museum  and  Memorial 
Library,  recalled  Mrs.  Rowe's  "long 
and  deep  leadership  of  the  project  to 
stabilize  and  restore  those  centuries- 
old  Rappahannock  sandstone  walls." 
He  said,  "She  raised  the  more  than 
$50,000  needed  for  the  work. ...  Ever 
after  I  have  thought  of  the  stone 
walls  as  Amies  historic  walls.'  " 

Mrs.  Rowe  was  a  founding  director  of  the  Central  Virginia  Battlefields 
Trust,  an  organization  formed  to  protect  Civil  War  battlefields  from 
development.  She  also  was  a  founder  and  former  president  of  the 
Fredericksburg  Area  Museum  and  Cultural  Center. 

Her  many  past  activities  include  serving  as  a  board  member  for  Historic 
Fredericksburg  Foundation  Inc.,  board  member  for  the  Association  for 
the  Preservation  of  Virginia  Antiquities,  and  trustee  and  secretary  for  the 
Kenmore  Association. 

Mrs.  Rowe  was  a  longtime  member  of  the  Rappahannock  Valley  Garden 
Club.  She  served  the  club  as  president  and  also  was  on  the  board  of  the 
Garden  Club  of  Virginia.  Mrs.  Rowe  was  involved  in  the  Ladies  Memorial 
Association  that  oversees  the  Confederate  Cemetery.  She  also  was  active  in 
the  Fredericksburg  Literary  Club,  a  membership  that  led  her  to  research  and 
write  a  history  of  women's  literary  societies  in  Virginia. 


Margaret  M.  Hofmann        Phoebe  Willis 


Margaret  Meader  Hofmann,  former  professor 
of  French  language  and  literature  at  Mary 
Washington,  died  last  May  at  the  age  of  82. 

Born  in  Camden,  N.J.,  she  moved  to 
Fredericksburg  in  1963  to  begin  her  career  as 
professor  of  French.  She  was  awarded  the  title 
of  professor  emerita  when  she  retired  from 
Mary  Washington  in  1992. 

An  undergraduate  of  Wellesley  College, 
Mrs.  Hofmann  earned  a  master  of  arts  degree 
at  the  University  of  New  Hampshire  and  a 
doctorate  at  the  University  of  Kansas.  While  at 
Mary  Washington,  she  served  as  chair  of  the 
Department  of  Modern  Foreign  Languages  as 
well  as  on  numerous  faculty  committees. 

Mrs.  Hofmann  was  an  active  member 
of  the  community,  serving  for  many  years 
as  treasurer  for  the  Friends  of  the  Central 
Rappahannock  Regional  Library  and  for  the 
Fredericksburg  Sister  City  Association.  She  also 
was  program  chairman  for  Mary  Washington's 
ElderStudy  program  and  was  a  volunteer  for 
Historic  Fredericksburg  Foundation. 


Mary  Phoebe  Enders  Willis,  an  alumna  of  Mary  Washington  who  also  taught  physical  education,  died 
Jan.  21,  2009,  in  Fredericksburg  at  the  age  of  101. 

In  1926,  Mrs.  Willis  took  a  position  teaching  physical  education  at  Mary  Washington.  She  earned  a 
bachelor  of  science  in  physical  education  in  1929  and  continued  to  teach  there  until  1933. 

Mrs.  Willis  was  an  active  member  of  the  Mary  Washington  College  Alumnae  Association,  served 
as  its  president,  and  received  its  Distinguished  Alumna  Award.  From  1944  to  1952,  she  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  of  which 
Mary  Washington  formerly  was  a  part. 

She  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Fredericksburg  Branch  of  the 
Association  for  the  Preservation  of  Virginia  Antiquities  and 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  James  Monroe  Museum.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Fredericksburg  Literary  Club. 

John  N.  Pearce,  director  of  UMW's  James  Monroe  Museum 
and  Memorial  Library,  recalled,  "Here  at  the  museum  we 
have  always  had  a  special  place  in  our  thoughts  for  Phoebe 
Willis  -  we  learned  that  she  danced  at  the  dedication  ceremony 
for  the  museum,  April  28, 1928.  She  was  then  Phoebe  Enders, 
instructor  of  physical  education  at  Mary  Washington  College, 
and  for  the  dedication  ceremony,  held  at  the  Circuit  Courthouse, 
she  had  taught  a  group  of  twelve  Mary  Washington  girls  to 
dance  colonial-style  dances  as  part  of  the  celebration.  On  the 
day,  as  it  happened,  one  of  the  girls  was  ill  -  so  Phoebe  took  her 
place  -  and  she  and  I  have  often  chuckled  over  the  fact,  'here  is 
a  lady  who  danced  at  our  dedication  in  1928!'  In  our  memories 
the  twinlding-eyed  Phoebe  Willis  will  always  be  dancing!" 
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Learning  the  Five  Cs  Could 
Help  You  Stay  in  the  Swing 

On  Nov.  6,  2008,  Hilary  Bruggen  Fordwich  '82  brought 
her  wisdom  and  her  British  accent  to  the  Stafford  campus 
of  her  alma  mater.  This  dynamic  business  consultant  and 
seminar  leader  was  the  keynote  speaker  for  the  15th  annual 
Leadership  Colloquium  for  Professional  Women. 

An  expert  on  strategic  business  relationships,  Fordwich 
kept  the  audience  of  several  hundred  local  professionals 
spellbound  -  and  laughing  heartily.  She  shared  insights 
gained  from  more  than  25  years  in  the  business  world, 
including  10  as  head  of  global  business  development  for 
KPMG,  an  international  accounting  and  consulting  firm. 
Since  2003,  Fordwich  has  operated  her  own  company, 
Strelmark  LLC,  a  growing  national  business  development 
firm  based  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Fordwich  is  also  a  9-handicap  golfer  who  has  hobnobbed 
with  the  likes  of  Jack  Nicklaus  and  other  such  luminaries 
of  the  links.  Because  she  believes  golf  is  one  of  the  most 
powerful  business  development  tools  available  today,  she 
has  created  several  innovative  programs  that  leverage 

business  golf  to 
gain  and  retain 
clients,  including 
workshops 
called  "Where 
There's  Golf, 
There's  Growth" 
and  "Leadership 
Lessons  from  the 
Green." 

A  mother  of 
three  who  also  is 
writing  a  book, 
Fordwich  strives  to 
maintain  balance 
in  her  life.  What 
helps  her  keep  it 
all  together  are  the 
"Five  Cs,"  one  of 
the  topics  of  her  UMW  address.  She  said  these  relationship 
truths  are  equally  applicable  to  business  and  personal  life. 
Fordwich  calls  them  "absolutely  critical  to  building  and 
managing  relationships." 

Born  in  England,  Fordwich  became  a  U.S.  citizen  in  1982. 
She  lives  in  Maryland. 


Hilary  Bruggen  Fordwich  '82  spoke  at 
November's  15th  annual  Leadership 
Colloquium  for  Professional  Women  at 
the  University  of  Mary  Washington. 


The  Five  Cs 

Communication  -  "Buy  in  your  language;  sell  in  theirs." 
In  other  words,  put  yourself  in  the  shoes  of  others, 
speak  their  language. 
Candor  -  Be  straight,  be  honest,  no  exaggeration.  If 

you  don't  know  something,  admit  it. 
Concern  -  Show  that  you  care  about  clients  and  their 

needs.  Empathize. 
Competence  -  Know  how  to  tailor  your  services  to  the 

client's  needs.  Demonstrate  solutions. 
Connection  -  Find  common  ground,  neutralize  your 

differences. 
Other  bits  of  wisdom  shared  by  Fordwich  at  the 
Colloquium: 

Research  shows  that  even  in  highly  technical  fields  such 
as  engineering,  architecture,  and  IT,  about  15  percent 
of  one's  financial  success  is  due  to  technical  knowledge, 
and  85  percent  is  due  to  skill  in  human  engineering, 
which  includes  personality,  likeability,  and  success  with 
others. 

Activities  that  support  the  development  of  strategic 
relationships  are  the  most  cost-effective  means  of 
retaining  and  gaining  clients. 
Perception  IS  reality 

Everything  you  do  and  say  leaves  an  impression, 
whether  it  is: 
Positive 
Negative 
Neutral 
The  ALWAYS  of  Relationship  Truths 
A  giver  gives  first.  Give  "unconditionally." 
Likeability  is  key.  No  one  does  business  with  or  refers  to 

someone  they  dislike. 
Wasted  time  is  money.  Be  focused;  think  their  business; 

time  is  money. 
Authority  equals  respect.  Being  known  as  good  at  what 

you  do  creates  authority. 
Vour  objectives  don't  matter.  Think  their  business  model, 

not  your  objectives. 
Strategy  matters!  Always  have  a  plan. 

The  annual  Leadership  Colloquium  for  Professional  Women 
at  the  University  of  Mary  Washington  prepares  women  to 
advance  in  leadership  roles  at  various  stages  of  their  careers. 
The  program  attracts  managers,  administrators,  educators, 
business  owners,  and  leaders  of  public,  private,  and  nonprofit 
organizations.  This  year's  event  offered  seminars  about 
coaching,  negotiating,  stress  management,  mentoring, 
professional  development,  leadership  in  a  multi-generational 
workplace,  and  other  topics,  § 
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Invest  in  the  future* 

(1        0        8 

Support  from  Mary  Washington  alumni,  parents,  and  friends  provides 
students  with  opportunities  to  reach  for  the  sky  and  achieve  lifelong  dreams. 

iial  Campaign 

ARY  W/aSHINCTON       Make  your  Centennial  Campaign  gift  today  to  the  Fund  for  Mary  Washington 

ion    creating  a  Future  at  www.umw.edu/onlinegiving  or  call  888/692-0004. 
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